
Grade 6 

Reading/ ELA 



 

 

Dear DPSCD Parents and Guardians,  

 

Welcome to the Weekly Distance Learning packet! This packet is designed to be 
utilized for student learning during this extended school closure. Within this document, 
you will find ten weeks’ worth of ELA/Literacy lessons for your child. Each week 
contains lessons that should be completed daily during the school week. The lessons 
are designed to take approximately one hour each day to complete and each lesson 

has a direct instruction video that is intended to offer a read aloud of the text and 
launch students into the day’s lessons. Videos can be accessed on the District’s 
YouTube channel and by searching the video title under each lesson on 
www.detroitk12.org/youtube. Within this packet for each week there is a text, daily 
fluency practice and a lesson activity.  Each week is designed for kids to watch a 
video, read a text daily and complete a lesson activity.  Classroom teachers will 

support students with these daily lessons and activities in their virtual classrooms. 
 
As a reminder, if additional support is needed, classroom teachers will be available to 
support students via virtual classroom or phone conversations.  The lessons were 
designed to ensure that families and students can complete the activities on their own 

if needed, and follow a consistent daily structure of read, think, talk, write.  After your 
child has gone through the routine a few times they will become a bit more 
independent in their learning.  
 
Please know that your family’s needs are very important to us and we appreciate your 

dedication to your child’s academic success.  
 
Best regards,  
 
April Imperio  
Executive Director K-12 Literacy & Early Learning 
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Weekly Fluency Practice 

 

Reading Fluency Directions:  

Each week use the weekly text to practice reading fluency.  Follow these steps below:  

Day 1:  Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count to 60) and 

read the passage for one minute.  Count the words you read and write the number at 

the top of your text.    

Day 2:  Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along.  Then, practice reading 

the text at least two times on your own.   

Day 3:  Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least two times. 

Day 4:  Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count to 60) and 

read the passage for one minute.  Count the words you read and write the number at 

the top of your text.   Look at how many more words you read in one minute!  

Celebrate your reading fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   

Day 5:  Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last time to a 

parent, care giver or friend.    
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 4/14/20 to 4/17/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding Questions:              How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 

argument?  
How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 
make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W1_L1 Urban Birds Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W1_L2 Urban Birds Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W1_L3 Urban Birds Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W1_L4 Urban Birds Quiz 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 

Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 1 

Target  I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Urban Birds 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W1_L1 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Urban Birds. 

Think • What is the gist, the basic sense of what this text is about?  

• How do you know this?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Today, we are going to be looking at literary arguments.  

• Think about a time when you had an argument with 
someone. What causes an argument?  

In writing, there is a difference between an argument and an 
opinion. A written opinion is something that a person believes. In a 
written argument an author makes a claim, or statement, that is 

supported by specific evidence.  
 
For example, if you were making the argument that school should 
start later in the morning, you might make a claim that students 
learn better when they have more sleep. You might then reference 

a scientific study that proves this, as your evidence. 
• What is the general argument being made by Urban Birds?  
• What specific claims are made about the argument?  

Write Using the Lesson 1 Note-Catcher, write the argument and supporting 
claims that you identified from Urban Birds.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  

• After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 1 Note-Catcher 

 

Directions: Write the argument and supporting claims that you identified from Urban 

Birds. 

Argument:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  
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Lesson 2 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of 
informational text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Urban Birds 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W1_L2 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Urban Birds. 

Think • What makes you believe something that you hear?  

• Does the person saying it impact whether you believe it or 
not? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Remember the argument and claims that you have already 

identified for Urban Birds (look back at your Lesson 1 Note-Catcher if 
you need to). Today, we are going to look at the specific evidence 
that the author uses to support those claims.  

• What pieces of evidence does the author introduce in Urban 

Birds?  
• How do those pieces of evidence line up with the claims that 

you identified in Lesson 1?  

Write Using the Lesson 2 Note-Catcher, find a piece of specific evidence 
from the text that is used to support each of the claims that you 
identified in Lesson 1. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 2 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Find a piece of specific evidence from the text that is used to support each 

of the claims that you identified in Lesson 1. 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supporting Evidence:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supporting Evidence:  
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Lesson 3 

Target I can use resources to build my vocabulary.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Urban Birds 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W1_L3 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Urban Birds. 

Think • Did you notice any scientific words during the reading? Go 

back to the article and underline all of the scientific 
vocabulary words that you found (you should be identifying 5-
10 words).  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

• Look at your underlined words. What do you think each of 

these words mean?  

• If you don’t know the meaning of a word, what clues from the 

text can help you? Try to use the text to define your unknown 
words.  

• Are there any words left that you still don’t understand? If so, 
work with your family member, caregiver, or friend to find their 
meaning (use a cell phone or dictionary if available).  

Write Using the Lesson 3 Note-Catcher, organize your scientific words into 
the table categories. Write a brief definition for each.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least two 
times. 
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Lesson 3 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Organize your scientific words into the table categories. Write a brief 

definition for each. 

Chemicals 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diseases Processes 

Science/Scientists 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Living Things Other 

 

 

 

 

 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 15 of 148 
 

Lesson 4 

Target I can use the text to answer questions.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Urban Birds 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W1_L4 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Urban Birds. 

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 

• You have identified the gist, argument, and specific claims of 

the article.  

• You have identified evidence that the author has used to 

support each of those claims. 
• You have identified, defined, and categorized scientific 

vocabulary from the article.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What is the gist of the article?  

• What are the arguments and specific claims?  

• What evidence is given to support those claims?  

• What scientific vocabulary was used?  

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 4 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 

many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 
fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 4 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions. 

1.) Read the list of sentences from the article. 

 
1. A law passed banning the use of DDT in 1972. 
2. This meant training young falcons to fly and hunt without adult birds. 
3. Also, peregrine falcons are monitored and taken care of by wildlife biologists 
in New York City. 

4. The doctor cleaned the soot from the bird and released it safely back to its 
nest. 
 

What central idea do these sentences support? 
 

(A) Peregrine falcons like living and hunting in cities. 

(B) Peregrine falcons have no predators in cities. 
(C) People have worked to save peregrine falcons. 
(D) People are excited to see peregrine falcons in cities. 
 

2.) Which option accurately summarizes the article without judgment? 

(A) Peregrine falcons are amazing birds that swoop from the sky to get rid of 
annoying pigeons. The birds can now be found in many cities across the 
country. This is something anyone visiting a city should look for. 
 
(B) Peregrine falcons were once endangered because of a toxic pesticide. 

Efforts were made by lawmakers and biologists to protect falcons. Many falcons 
now live in cities because they provide a safe and friendly environment. 
 
(C) Peregrine falcons were dying out in the eastern United States because of a 
pesticide called DDT. Companies that did not care about the environment 
sprayed the pesticide. This should never have been allowed by Congress. 

 
(D) Peregrine falcons have been moving closer and closer to big cities. They do 
this because the great horned owl preys on their young in the wild and almost 
made the falcon extinct. People now make nests for the birds. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3.) How does the section "Falcons Were Ingesting Poisonous DDT" relate to the section 
"Finding Nests In New York City"? 
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(A) "Falcons Were Ingesting Poisonous DDT" and "Finding Nests In New York City" 
both explain how falcon populations in cities have changed. 

 
(B) "Falcons Were Ingesting Poisonous DDT" and "Finding Nests In New York City" 
both compare and contrast falcons in cities and the wild. 
 
(C) "Falcons Were Ingesting Poisonous DDT" explains a problem, and "Finding 

Nests In New York City" describes some solutions. 
 
(D) "Falcons Were Ingesting Poisonous DDT" explains an effect, and "Finding 
Nests In New York City" describes the primary causes. 
 

4.) Read the selection from the section "Falcons Encountered Fewer Predators In Big 

Cities." 
 
Remember that falcon in the beginning of this story? The ledge she lives on is part of a 
mountainlike skyscraper, and the canyon is a wide city street surrounded by tall 
buildings.  

 
What is one way the placement of this selection develops the causes of peregrine 
falcons thriving in cities? 
 

(A) It compares the city environment described in the introduction of the article 

to the falcons' natural environment. 
 
(B) It introduces the dangers falcons experience when living in the wild, which 
are discussed in the remainder of the article. 
 
(C) It repeats information included previously in the article in order to emphasize 

a point about diverse environments for falcons. 
 
(D) It contradicts the claim made in the beginning of the article about how 
falcons manage to survive in crowded urban areas. 
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 4/20/20 to 4/24/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding 

Questions:              

How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  
How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 

make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W2_L5 Bee Blight Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W2_L6 Bee Blight Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W2_L7 Bee Blight Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W2_L8 Bee Blight Quiz 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W2_L9 Bee Blight Writing Activity 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 

  

Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 5 

Target I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Bee Blight 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W2_L5 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Bee Blight. 

Think • What is the gist, the basic sense of what this text is about?  

• How do you know this? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Remember that last week, we introduced the concept of literary 
arguments and claims. If you need to, review Week 1 Lesson 1.  

• What is the general argument being made by Bee Blight?  

• What specific claims are made about the argument?  

Write Using the Lesson 5 Note-Catcher, write the argument and supporting 
claims that you identified from Bee Blight.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

• After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 5 Note-Catcher 
 

Directions: Write the argument and supporting claims that you identified from Bee 

Blight.  

 

Argument:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 24 of 148 
 

Lesson 6 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of 
informational text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Bee Blight 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W2_L6 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Bee Blight. 

Think • What makes you believe something that you have read?  

• Do you believe all things that you read in the same way? Why 

or why not?   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Remember the argument and claims that you have already 
identified for Bee Blight (look back at your Lesson 5 Note-Catcher if 
you need to). Today, we are going to look at the specific evidence 
that the author uses to support those claims.  

• What pieces of evidence does the author introduce in Bee 

Blight?  

• How do those pieces of evidence line up with the claims that 

you identified in Lesson 5?  

Write Using the Lesson 6 Note-Catcher, find a piece of specific evidence 

from the text that is used to support each of the claims that you 
identified in Lesson 5. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 6 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Find a piece of specific evidence from the text that is used to support each 

of the claims that you identified in Lesson 5. 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supporting Evidence:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supporting Evidence:  
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Lesson 7 

Target I can use resources to build my vocabulary. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Bee Blight 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W2_L7 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Bee Blight. 

Think • Did you notice any scientific words during the reading? Go 

back to the article and underline all of the scientific 
vocabulary words that you found (you should be identifying 5-
10 words, not including the 3 definitions already provided by 

the article).  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• Look at your underlined words. What do you think each of 

these words mean?  

• If you don’t know the meaning of a word, what clues from the 

text can help you? Try to use the text to define your unknown 
words.  

• Are there any words left that you still don’t understand? If so, 

work with your family member, caregiver, or friend to find their 
meaning (use a cell phone or dictionary if available). 

Write Using the Lesson 7 Note-Catcher, organize your scientific words into 
the table categories. Write a brief definition for each. When you are 
finished, compare your table to the one that you completed last 
week.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least two 
times. 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 27 of 148 
 

Lesson 7 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Organize your scientific words into the table categories. Write a brief 

definition for each. When you are finished, compare your table to the one that you 

completed last week. 

 
Chemicals 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diseases Processes 

Science/Scientists 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Living Things Other 
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Lesson 8 

Target I can use the text to answer questions. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Bee Blight 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W2_L8 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Bee Blight. 

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 

• You have identified the gist, argument, and specific claims of 

the article.  

• You have identified evidence that the author has used to 

support each of those claims. 

• You have identified, defined, and categorized scientific 

vocabulary from the article.   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

• What is the gist of the article?  

• What are the arguments and specific claims?  

• What evidence is given to support those claims?  

• What scientific vocabulary was used? 

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 8 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 

read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 
many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 
fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   

 
  



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 29 of 148 
 

Lesson 8 Quiz 
 

Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions. 

1.) Which of the following answer choices BEST describes two central ideas of the 
article? 
 

(A) Bees are an important part of crop pollination for farmers. Beekeepers travel 

around the country so their bees can pollinate crops. 
 

(B) Bees are dying at an unusually high rate. Different groups are debating 
whether pesticides are to blame for bee deaths. 
 

(C) Bees are an important part of crop pollination for farmers. Farmers use 
pesticides to increase the amount of crops they can grow. 
 

(D) Bees are dying at an unusually high rate. Bees abandoning their hives is an 
event that has been termed "colony collapse disorder." 
 

2.) Which detail would be MOST important to include in a summary of the article? 
 

(A) U.S. beekeepers have reported losing an average of 30 percent of their bees 

in the winters beginning in 2006-2007. 
 

(B) In 2013, the European Union issued a limited ban on the use of three 
neonicotinoids on flowering crops. 
 

(C) A beehive is an image of community in Shakespearean works. 
 

(D) Beekeeper Randy Oliver explores the issues on his website, Scientific 

Beekeeping. 
 

3.) How do the maps relate to the main idea of the article? 
 

(A) by demonstrating that the healthy bee colonies are not in the states where 
they are most needed 
 

(B) by showing the states with the most healthy bee colonies and the states 
where bees are needed for farming 
 

(C) by demonstrating which states are losing bees the fastest and which ones 
use pesticides 

 

(D) by showing how pesticide use and bee death are connected in several 

states in the country 
 

4.) Which sentence from the article is BEST illustrated by the green map on the right? 
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(A) However, losses in the summer of 2015 were unusually high, producing an 
annual figure of 44 percent. 

 
(B) Meanwhile, the agency has proposed bans on spraying several dozen 
pesticides in certain places. 
 
(C) Honeybee pollination adds an estimated $15 billion in value to U.S. crops 

each year. 
 
(D) A White House-appointed task force released its plan to improve bee colony 
populations in May 2015. 
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Lesson 9 

Target I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Bee Blight 

• Lesson Writing Activity, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W2_L9 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Bee Blight. 

Think • Based on what you have learned from reading Bee Blight, 

how would you explain the importance of bees?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What have we learned from this article about the importance 

of bees?  

Write Using the Lesson 9 Writing Activity, write a short paragraph that 
describes why bees are important to humans. Below your 
paragraph, use the box to draw a small poster that supports your 
position. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last 
time to a parent, caregiver or friend.    
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Lesson 9 Writing Activity 

 
Directions: Write a short paragraph that describes why bees are important to humans. 

Below your paragraph, use the box to draw a small poster that supports your position. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 4/27/20 to 5/1/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding 

Questions:              

How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  

How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 
make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W3_L10 Orcas Are 
Protected, But There 
Are Still Too Few of 

Them 

Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W3_L11 
 

Orcas Are 
Protected, But There 
Are Still Too Few of 

Them 

Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W3_L12 Orcas Are 

Protected, But There 
Are Still Too Few of 

Them 

Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W3_L13 Orcas Are 
Protected, But There 

Are Still Too Few of 
Them 

Quiz 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W3_L14 Orcas Are 
Protected, But There 
Are Still Too Few of 

Them 

Writing Activity 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

  

Daily 6-8 Videos 
 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 34 of 148 
 

 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 35 of 148 
 

 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 36 of 148 
 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 37 of 148 
 

Lesson 10 

Target I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W3_L10 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Orcas Are 
Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them. 

Think • What is the gist, the basic sense of what this text is about?  

• How do you know this? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

You should now be very familiar with the concept of literary 
arguments and claims.  

• What is the general argument being made by Orcas Are 

Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them?  

• What specific claims are made about this argument?  

Write Using the Lesson 10 Note-Catcher, write the argument and 
supporting claims that you identified from by Orcas Are Protected, 
But There Are Still Too Few of Them.   

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

• After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 10 Note-Catcher 
 

Directions: Write the argument and supporting claims that you identified from by 

Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them. 

Argument:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  
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Lesson 11 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of 
informational text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W3_L11 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Orcas Are 
Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them. 

Think • What can make you change your mind about something that 

you already believe?   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Remember the argument and claims that you have already 
identified for Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of 
Them (look back at your Lesson 1 Note-Catcher if you need to). 

Today, we are going to look at the specific evidence that the 
author uses to support those claims.  

• What pieces of evidence does the author introduce in by 

Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them?  

• How do those pieces of evidence line up with the claims that 

you identified in Lesson 10?  

Write Using the Lesson 11 Note-Catcher, find a piece of specific evidence 
from the text that is used to support each of the claims that you 
identified in Lesson 10. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 11 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Find a piece of specific evidence from the text that is used to support each 

of the claims that you identified in Lesson 10. 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supporting Evidence:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supporting Evidence:  
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Lesson 12 

Target I can use resources to build my vocabulary. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W3_L12 

Read • With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Orcas Are 

Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them. 

Think • Did you notice any scientific words during the reading? Go 

back to the article and underline all of the scientific 
vocabulary words that you found (you should be identifying 
5-10 words). 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

• Look at your underlined words. What do you think each of 

these words mean?  

• If you don’t know the meaning of a word, what clues from 

the text can help you? Try to use the text to define your 
unknown words.  

• Are there any words left that you still don’t understand? If so, 

work with your family member, caregiver, or friend to find 
their meaning (use a cell phone or dictionary if available). 

Write Using the Lesson 12 Note-Catcher, organize your scientific words 
into the table categories. Write a brief definition for each. When 

you are finished, compare your table to the two previous ones that 
you have already completed. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 

minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least two 
times. 
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Lesson 12 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Organize your scientific words into the table categories. Write a brief 

definition for each. When you are finished, compare your table to the two previous 

ones that you have already completed. 

Chemicals 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Diseases Processes 

Science/Scientists 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Living Things Other 
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Lesson 13 

Target I can use the text to answer questions. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W3_L13 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Orcas Are 
Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them. 

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 

• You have identified the gist, argument, and specific claims of 

the article.  

• You have identified evidence that the author has used to 

support each of those claims. 

• You have identified, defined, and categorized scientific 

vocabulary from the article.   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What is the gist of the article?  

• What are the arguments and specific claims?  

• What evidence is given to support those claims?  

• What scientific vocabulary was used? 

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 13 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 

to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 
many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 
fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 13 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions. 

1.) Select the paragraph from "North Versus South" that discusses the advantage 

northern whales have over southern whales. In the article, circle the paragraph you 
choose. 
 
2.) The article draws a connection between: 
 

(A) Chinook salmon and disturbance from boats 
(B) orcas and the Endangered Species Act 
(C) decreasing population of orcas and sea lions 
(D) southern whales and Washington 
 

3.) How does including the section "Three Dangers Identified" help the article? 

 
(A) It shows that despite a number of steps taken to protect orcas, their numbers 
still haven't stabilized. 
(B) It explains the major reasons causing a decrease in orca population. 
(C) It emphasizes the short supply of the preferred food of orca. 

(D) It provides detail of the number of whales left. 
 

4.) Read the sentence from the article. 
 
"But they all appear to be intertwined." 

 
Why does the author include this sentence in the article? 
 

(A) to provide details of the fluctuating number of whales 
(B) to explain the complex nature of threats faced by whales 
(C) to provide the opinion of scientists on issues faced by whales 

(D) to explain the problem associated with the Endangered Species Act 
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Lesson 14 

Target I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them 

• Lesson Writing Activity, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W3_L14 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Orcas Are 
Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them. 

Think • Based on what you have learned from reading the article, 

how would you describe the threats to Orca whales?  

• Is there anything that people can do to help?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

• What are the greatest threats to Orca whales?  

• What can people do to help? 

Write Using the Lesson 14 Writing Activity, write a short paragraph that 
describes why Orcas are threatened. Below your paragraph, use the 
box to draw a small poster that supports your position. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last 
time to a parent, caregiver or friend.    
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Lesson 14 Writing Activity 

 
Directions: Write a short paragraph that describes why Orcas are threatened. Below 

your paragraph, use the box to draw a small poster that supports your position. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/4/20 to 5/8/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding 

Questions:              

How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  

How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 
make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W4_L15 Scientists May Be 
Using Stretchy Glue 

From Slugs For 

Wound Care 

Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W4_L16 Scientists May Be 
Using Stretchy Glue 

From Slugs For 
Wound Care 

Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W4_L17 Scientists May Be 
Using Stretchy Glue 

From Slugs For 
Wound Care 

Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W4_L18 Scientists May Be 

Using Stretchy Glue 
From Slugs For 
Wound Care 

Quiz 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W4_L19 Scientists May Be 
Using Stretchy Glue 

From Slugs For 

Wound Care 

Writing Activity 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 

Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 15 

Target I can quote or paraphrase what others are saying.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Scientists May Be Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound 

Care 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W4_L15 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Scientists May Be 
Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound Care. 

Think Today, we will be paraphrasing, or restating in our own words what 

we have read.  

• Why do you think that it’s important to be able to paraphrase 

what we have read?  

• How can paraphrasing help us to avoid plagiarism, or passing 

off someone else’s work as our own?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Paraphrase the article that you have just read.  

• What is the gist?  

• What are the main ideas and key details?  

Write Using the Lesson 15 Note-Catcher, paraphrase the article in your 
own words. Be sure to include the main ideas and key details.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  

• After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 15 Note-Catcher 
 

Directions: Paraphrase the article in your own words. Be sure to include the main ideas 

and key details. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 16 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of 
informational text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Scientists May Be Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound 

Care 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W4_L16 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Scientists May Be 
Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound Care. 

Think • What are the benefits of using slime from slugs to heal 

wounds? 

• What evidence does the author provide about these 

benefits?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What evidence has the author provided about the benefits of 

using slime from slugs to heal wounds?  

• What data has the author provided in support of that 

evidence?  

Write Using the Lesson 16 Note-Catcher, explain why slime from slugs is 
useful to help heal wounds. Include evidence from the article that 
you think best supports your analysis.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 16 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Explain why slime from slugs is useful to help heal wounds. Include evidence 

from the article that you think best supports your analysis. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 17 

Target I can use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to help me determine the 
meaning of a word.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Scientists May Be Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound Care 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W4_L17 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Scientists May Be Using 
Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound Care. 

Think Today, we will be looking at prefixes and suffixes. These are letters that 
attach to a root, or base word, to change its meaning. We can use 
prefixes and suffixes to help us understand new and unknown words.  

• What do you do first when you don’t understand a word?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
questions: 

Prefixes are letters attached to the beginning of a root word. Some 

common prefixes include anti-, over-, and pre-.  

• Can you think of any words that start with these letters?  

• What do you think that each of these prefixes means?  

Suffixes are letters attached to the end of a root word. Some common 
suffixes include -er, -ic, and -ist.  

• Can you think of any words that end with these letters?  

• What do you think that each of these suffixes means?  

Write Using the Lesson 17 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words 
from the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and 
suffixes. Write your words in the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a 
short definition for each in the “Vocab Meaning” column.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to draw 
or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 
with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least two times. 
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Lesson 17 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Using the Lesson 17 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 

the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write your words in 

the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for each in the “Vocab 

Meaning” column. 

 

 Prefix Prefix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

in-, im- In Inside  
 

 

 

dis- Not Disagree  
 
 

 

re- Again Return  

 
 

 

Suffix Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

-er Comparative Higher  

 
 

 

-ful Full of Careful  
 
 

 

-ed Past Tense Hopped  
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Lesson 18 

Target I can use the text to answer questions.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Scientists May Be Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound 

Care 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W4_L18 

Read • With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Scientists May 

Be Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound Care.  

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 

• You have paraphrased the article into your own words.  

• You supported your analysis of the text with evidence.  

• You defined unknown vocab words, using their prefix or suffix.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What main ideas and key details did you include in your 

paraphrase?  

• What evidence did you use to support your analysis of the 

text? 

• What words did you define using their prefix or suffix?  

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 18 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 

to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 
many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 
fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 18 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions. 

1.)  Which of the following are two MAIN ideas from the article? 

 
1. Scientists tested glue out on pigs and rats. 
2. Studying the slime of slugs helped scientists create the new glue. 
3. The new glue can stick to moving body parts and still be strong. 
4. Hydrogels have been used on robots. 

 
(A) 1 and 2 
(B) 2 and 4 
(C) 2 and 3 
(D) 3 and 4 
 

2.) Read the following sentences from the article. 
 

1.Scientists have invented a new glue that can hold the human body together. 
2.The scientists were inspired by a bright orange slug. 
3.The material is so stretchy that it can bend with an elbow. 

4.Hydrogels are tough, he said, and have been tested in many things, like 
robots. 
 

What two MAIN ideas does this evidence support? 
 

(A) Scientists have created a new glue that was based on slug slime; the glue is 
very stretchy but is still strong. 
(B) Scientists have made a new glue that can be used in the human body; the 
glue is stronger than regular glues. 
(C) Researchers have discovered an adhesive that is very stretchy; the glue is 
based on the slime of a slug that uses it for defense. 

(D) Researching a slimy slug has helped to make a new glue; the glue is able to 
repair wounded human tissue better than stitches. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3.) Read the following paragraph. 
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Doctors currently use glues in operations. None are perfect. Some glues create strong 
bonds, but they are too stiff. Other glues are stretchy but weak. The new glue sticks 

tightly, and it is held together by a stretchy web. 
 
Which sentence uses "bonds" in the same way as the paragraph above? 
 

(A) The bonds that the sisters developed during their childhood could not be 

broken. 
(B) The bonds that the welders made to hold the bridge together were solid. 
(C) The bonds would have to be paid to the government no later than the last 
day of the year. 
(D) The bonds that had been agreed to by the countries in the region helped to 
keep the peace. 

 
4.) Read the following paragraph from the section "It's Like Rubber Cement." 
 
The scientists were inspired by a bright orange slug. It oozes sticky slime to defend itself 
from predators. The slug is smaller than a pinkie, but it can make 1/20th of its weight in 

slime. Within seconds, the slime hardens into a kind of rubber cement. It will stretch 
between your fingers and is tough to remove. 
 
What is the meaning of the word "inspired" as it is used in the paragraph above? 
 

(A) filled 
(B) guided 
(C) influenced 
(D) communicated 
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Lesson 19 

Target I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Scientists May Be Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound 

Care 

• Lesson Writing Activity, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W4_L19 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Scientists May Be 
Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound Care.  

Think • Is using slime from slugs for wound care a good idea? Why or 

why not?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What are the benefits of using slime from slugs for wound 

care?  

• What are some ways that animals are able to help humans?  

Write Using the Lesson 19 Writing Activity, write a short paragraph to 
convince someone that we should be using slime from slugs for 
wound care. Be sure to include evidence from the text. Below your 
paragraph, use the box to draw a small poster that supports your 

position. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 

minutes.  

Fluency Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last 
time to a parent, caregiver or friend.    
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Lesson 19 Writing Activity 

 
Directions: Write a short paragraph to convince someone that we should be using 

slime from slugs for wound care. Be sure to include evidence from the text. Below your 

paragraph, use the box to draw a small poster that supports your position. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/11/20 to 5/15/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding Questions:              How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  
How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 
make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W5_L20 The Coast of Texas is 
a Hotspot for Marine 
Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles. 

Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W5_L21 The Coast of Texas is 
a Hotspot for Marine 
Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles. 

Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W5_L22 The Coast of Texas is 
a Hotspot for Marine 
Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles. 

Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W5_L23 The Coast of Texas is 

a Hotspot for Marine 
Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles. 

Quiz 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W5_L24 The Coast of Texas is 
a Hotspot for Marine 
Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles. 

Writing Activity 

 

  

 
Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 20 

Target I can quote or paraphrase what others are saying.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● The Coast of Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles. 
● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W5_L20 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read The Coast of Texas 
is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially Nurdles. 

Think Today, we will be paraphrasing, or restating in our words what we 

have read.  
 

● Why do you think that it’s important to be able to paraphrase 
what we have read?  

● How can paraphrasing help us to avoid plagiarism, passing 

off someone else’s work as our own?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Paraphrase the article that you have just read.  

● What is the gist?  
● What are the main ideas and key details?  

Write Using the Lesson 20 Note-Catcher, paraphrase the article in your 
own words. Be sure to include the main ideas and key details.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 20 Note-Catcher 
 

Directions: Paraphrase the article in your own words. Be sure to include the main ideas 

and key details. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 67 of 148 
 

Lesson 21 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of 
informational text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● The Coast of Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially 
Nurdles 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W5_L21 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read The Coast of Texas 
is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially Nurdles. 

Think ● What are the harms of nurdles in the ocean? 

● What evidence does the author provide about these harms?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What evidence has the author provided about the harms of 
nurdles ending up in the ocean?  

● What data has author provided in support of that evidence?  

Write Using the Lesson 21 Note-Catcher, explain why nurdles are harmful 
to ocean habitats. Include evidence from the article that you think 
best supports your analysis.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 21 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Explain why nurdles are harmful to ocean habitats. Include evidence from 

the article that you think best supports your analysis. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 22 

Target I can use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to help me determine 
the meaning of a word.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● The Coast of Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially 
Nurdles 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W5_L22 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read The Coast of Texas 
is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially Nurdles. 

Think Today, we will be looking at prefixes and suffixes. These letters are 

letters that attach to a root, or base word, to change its meaning. 
We can use prefixes and suffixes to help us understand new and 
unknown words.  

● What do you do when you don’t understand a word?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

Prefixes are letters attached to the beginning of a root word. Some 
common prefixes include anti-, over-, and pre-.  

● Can you think of any words that start with these letters?  

● What do you think that each of these prefixes means?  

Suffixes are letters attached to the end of a root word. Some 
common suffixes include -er, -ic, and -ist.  

● Can you think of any words that end with these letters?  

● What do you think that each of these suffixes means?  

Write Using the Lesson 22 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab 
words from the article that begin or end with the example prefixes 
and suffixes. Write your words in the “Vocab From Text” column, and 
write a short definition for each in the “Vocab Meaning” column.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least twice. 
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Lesson 22 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Using the Lesson 22 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 

the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write your words in 

the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for each in the “Vocab 

Meaning” column. 

 Prefix Prefix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

pre Before prefix 
pretest 

 
 
 

 

bio Life biography  
 
 

 

en- To cause to 
be/ to put 
into/ to go 
into or onto 

encounter  
 
 

 

Suffix Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

-ness State of kindness  
 
 

 

-er Person 
Connected 
with   

OR 

Comparative 
Degree 

teacher 
 
 
 

 
 
happier 

 
 
 

 

-al / 
- ial 

Related to/ 
characterize
d by 

familial  
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Lesson 23 

Target I can use the text to answer questions.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● The Coast of Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles 
● Lesson Quiz, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W5_L23 

Read ● With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read The Coast of 
Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially Nurdles.   

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 
 

● You have paraphrased the article into your own words.  
● You supported your analysis of the text with evidence.  
● You defined unknown vocab words, using their prefix or suffix.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What main ideas and key details did you include in your 
paraphrase?  

● What evidence did you use to support your analysis of the 

text? 
● What words did you define using their prefix or suffix?  

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 23 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 

many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 
fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 23 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions. 

1) Read the paragraph from the section “Nurdles Can Kill Turtles And Seabirds." 

On a recent visit to Padre Island, Tunnell was shocked to find millions of 

nurdles on the beach. He decided to take action. He formed a volunteer 
group called the Nurdle Patrol. The volunteers survey a beach or coastal 

area for 10 minutes. They collect all the pellets they see. Then they report 
the location, date and pellet count to Tunnell. He is making a map of the 
findings. 

Which of the following is an accurate explanation of what this paragraph 
means? 

(A)  The Nurdle Patrol has volunteers who collect all of the pellets on the 

beach. 
(B) The Nurdle Patrol was formed to help clean up nurdles on Padre Island. 
(C)The Nurdle Patrol was formed to help collect data on nurdle pollution. 
(D)The Nurdle Patrol has found millions of nurdles across Padre Island. 

2) Read the section "Spilled Nurdles Are Hard To Clean Up." 

Which selection shows why the nurdle problem is expected to get worse? 

(A) Nurdles can be lost at any point during production or shipping. After the 
pellets are made, they are transported by train, ship or truck. 

(B) "They tend to kind of ping everywhere and get blown easily by the wind," 
says Madeleine Berg. 

(C) As for cleanup efforts, there is no effective way to remove large numbers 
of nurdles once they have been released, Berg says. 
(D) Meanwhile, demand for plastic is growing. A dozen new or bigger plastic-
making facilities are planned in the U.S. in the next three years, according to 
one research company. 
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3) Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-6.] 

 On the Gulf Coast of Texas, several nurdle spills have happened since last fall. 

This coast is a hotspot for marine garbage. The currents in the gulf push 

everything up on the shore, according to Jace Tunnell. This results in "some crazy 
amount of debris showing up." Tunnell is a marine biologist, a scientist who 
studies life in the sea. 
      
Which word from the paragraph helps the reader understand the meaning of 

"debris"? 

(A) spills 
(B) Hotspot 
(C) garbage 
(D) currents 

 

4) Read the following sentence from the section "Spilled Nurdles Are Hard To Clean 
Up." 

"They tend to kind of ping everywhere and get blown easily by the wind," says 

Madeleine Berg. 

What is the meaning of the word "ping" as it is used in the sentence above? 

(A) expand 
(B) chime 
(C)crash 
(D) bounce 
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Lesson 24 

Target I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● The Coast of Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, 
Especially Nurdles 

● Lesson Writing Activity, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W5_L24 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read The Coast of Texas 
is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially Nurdles. 

Think • Why is it important to protect the natural world?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

●  Are humans responsible for the negative consequences of 
nurdles?  

● What can we do to protect the natural world?  

Write Using evidence from the text, write a short informational paragraph 
describing what ‘nurdles’ are and the consequences they cause to 

the natural world. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 

minutes.  

Fluency Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last 
time to a parent, caregiver or friend.    
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Lesson 24 Writing Activity 

 
Directions: Using evidence from the text, write a short informational paragraph 

describing what ‘nurdles’ are and the consequences they cause to the natural world.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/18/20 to 5/22/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding Questions:              How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  

How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 
make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W6_L25 PRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on 

Our Food Labels 

Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W6_L26 PRO/CON: Putting 

GMO Information on 
Our Food Labels 

Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W6_L27 PRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on 

Our Food Labels 

Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W6_L28 PRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on 

Our Food Labels 

Quiz 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W6_L29 PRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on 

Our Food Labels 

Writing Activity 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 

 
Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Article 1: PRO Labeling GMO Information 
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Article 2: CON Labeling GMO Information 
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Lesson 25 

Target I can quote or paraphrase what others are saying.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● PRO/CON: Putting GMO Information on Our Food Labels. 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W6_L25 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read PRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on Our Food Labels.. 

 

NOTICE: There are two articles this week, one arguing the PRO side 
and one arguing the CON side. 

Think Today, we will be paraphrasing, or restating in our words what we 
have read.  
 

● Why do you think that it’s important to be able to paraphrase 
what we have read?  

● How can paraphrasing help us to avoid plagiarism, passing 
off someone else’s work as our own?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Paraphrase the article that you have just read.  

● What is the gist?  
● What are the main ideas and key details?  

Write Using the Lesson 25 Note-Catcher, paraphrase the article in your 
own words. Be sure to include the main ideas and key details.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 25 Note-Catcher 
 

Directions: Paraphrase the article in your own words. Be sure to include the main ideas 

and key details. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 26 

Target I can use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to help me determine the 
meaning of a word.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● PRO/CON: Putting GMO Information on Our Food Labels. 
● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W6_L26 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read PRO/CON: Putting GMO 
Information on Our Food Labels.. 

Think Today, we will be looking at prefixes and suffixes. These letters are letters 
that attach to a root, or base word, to change its meaning. We can use 
prefixes and suffixes to help us understand new and unknown words.  
 

● What do you do when you don’t understand a word?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
questions: 

Prefixes are letters attached to the beginning of a root word. Some 
common prefixes include anti-, over-, and pre-.  

● Can you think of any words that start with these letters?  

● What do you think that each of these prefixes means?  
Suffixes are letters attached to the end of a root word. Some common 
suffixes include -er, -ic, and -ist.  

● Can you think of any words that end with these letters?  
● What do you think that each of these suffixes means?  

Write Using the Lesson 26 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 

the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write 
your words in the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for 
each in the “Vocab Meaning” column.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to draw or 
write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book with 
a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least two times. 
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Lesson 26 Note-Catcher 
Directions: Using the Lesson 26 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 

the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write your words in 

the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for each in the “Vocab 

Meaning” column. 

 

 Prefix Prefix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

anti opposite/

against 

antifreeze  

 
 

 

dis- Not Disagree  

 
 

 

re- Again Return  

 
 

 

Suffix Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

-ness State of Kindness  
 
 

 

-ent / -
ant 

Action Obedient 
Elegant 

 
 
 

 

-ize Action,  
to 
make/to 
cause/ to 
become 

Apologize  
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Lesson 27 

 

Target I can evaluate the argument and specific claims for sufficient 
evidence. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● PRO/CON: Putting GMO Information on Our Food Labels. 
● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W6_L27 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read TPRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on Our Food Labels. 
 
Read the Lesson 27 Notes about different kinds of evidence authors 
use to make their point. 

Think ● Why might you use each kind of evidence? How do they help 

authors make their point? 
● What examples did you notice in your reading?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What types of evidence did each author use most on: 

anecdotal, analogy/metaphor, fact/statistic, or expert 
testimony. 

● Based on the kinds of evidence used, which author had a 
more effective argument?  

Write Using the Lesson 27 Note-Catcher, find at least two examples of 

each author using one of the types of evidence (4 total). It is fine if 
you don’t find an example of all 4 types, or if authors used the same 
kind of evidence. 

Closing ● Share your note catcher with someone and tell why you 
organized the evidence the way you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 27 Notes 

Examples are based off the Week 5 Article: (The Coast of Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, 

Especially Nurdles) 

Type of Evidence Definition Example 

anecdote 

  

a brief story about 
something interesting 
or funny in life that 
may give an example 
of the author’s claim 
or serve as evidence 

for a claim. 

“Last September, Jace 
Tunnell discovered a layer 
of tiny, round plastic pellets 
covering a beach on 
Padre Island off the 
southern coast of Texas. 

There were "millions of 
them," he recalled, "and it 
went on for miles."  

analogy/metap

hor 

  

a comparison 
between two things 

that allows the reader 
to understand the 
author’s evidence or 
claim in a clear way. 

“Yet more than 250,000 
tons of nurdles are 

estimated to enter the 
ocean each year. That’s 
like ten Statues of Liberty 
worth of plastic ending up 
in the ocean each year.” 

 (not from article, written 
to illustrate the evidence) 

fact/statistic 

  

a piece of 
information about 
something, presented 
as true and accurate, 

that supports the 
author’s claim. A 
statistic specifically 
counts something by 
number. 

“According to a recent 
study, rates of plastic 
pollution are 10 times 
higher in Texas than other 

Gulf of Mexico states.” 
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“expert 

testimony 

  

a statement that 
supports the author’s 
claim, made by a 

person with special 
skill or knowledge. 

“The currents in the gulf 
push everything up on the 
shore, according to Jace 

Tunnell. This results in "some 
crazy amount of debris 
showing up." Tunnell is a 
marine biologist, a scientist 
who studies life in the sea.” 

 

Depending on how well and how often they are used, all four forms of evidence are 

effective for making a good argument. However, some forms are more compelling 

than others.  

Based on the definitions and examples from the last article, which forms of evidence 

are the MOST convincing? Which forms may be the LEAST convincing? 
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Lesson 27 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Using the Lesson 27 Note-Catcher, collect examples of each kind of 

evidence from both the PRO and CON articles. Identify at least two examples of 

evidence in each article that the author used to support his or her position. Write the 

example in the ’example’ box and label it as PRO or CON. This will help you with your 

Day 5 writing prompt.  NOTE: You may not find an example of all four types. Do your 

best to find at least 2 examples from each article.  

Type of Evidence Example 

anecdote 

  

 

analogy/metap

hor 

  

 

fact/statistic 
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“expert 

testimony 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 91 of 148 
 

Lesson 28 

Target I can use the text to answer questions.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● PRO/CON: Putting GMO Information on Our Food Labels. 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W6_L28 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read PRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on Our Food Labels.  

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 

 
● You have paraphrased the article into your own words.  
● You analyzed the kinds of evidence the authors used.  
● You defined unknown vocab words, using their prefix or suffix.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

● What main ideas and key details did you include in your 
paraphrase?  

● What types of evidence did the authors use in their 
argument? 

● What words did you define using their prefix or suffix?  

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 28 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 

minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 
many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 

fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 28 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions. 

1. What is the purpose of the section "Dangers Of One Herbicide" in the PRO 

article? 

a. to outline the many uses of a specific herbicide 

b. to argue why companies should stop using GMOs 

c. to detail an example of one way GMOs are harmful 

d.  to explain the benefits and disadvantages of an herbicide 

2. What is the CON article author's purpose in discussing coffee in the section 

"GMOs Mean Fewer Pesticides"? 

a. to give an example of a safe GMO food 

b. to emphasize that coffee contains pesticides 

c. to warn readers that coffee causes cancer 

d. to emphasize the safety of GMO foods 

3. Read the introduction [paragraphs 1-4] of the PRO article. Which of the 

following does the author use to support his claims? 

a. examples of dangerous GMO foods 

b. facts about what Americans think about GMOs 

c. personal experience with eating GMO foods 

d. quotes from American experts on GMO foods 

4. Which sentence from the CON article BEST supports the author's argument that 

GMOs are good? 

a. An increase in crop yield and a decrease in pesticide costs will lower the 

price of food. 

b.  The truth is that there are only tiny amounts of pesticides in the foods you 

eat. 

c.  It’s amazing people are even fighting over GMOs. 

d. Those who wish to buy non-GMO foods can buy organic.  
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Lesson 29 

 

Target I can evaluate the argument and specific claims for sufficient 
evidence. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● PRO/CON: Putting GMO Information on Our Food Labels. 
● Lesson Writing Activity, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W6_L29 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read PRO/CON: Putting 
GMO Information on Our Food Labels..  

Think ● What are the four kinds of evidence? Which ones are most 

convincing? 
● What kinds of evidence does each author use? 
● Which author makes a more convincing case for his or her 

side? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● Which article contained the most convincing evidence?  
● Which author makes a more convincing case for his or her 

side? 

Write Using the Lesson 29 Writing Activity, write a short paragraph 
explaining which author presented a better argument in their article, 

the Pro or the Con side? Be sure to use specific evidence and 
reasons from the Lesson 27 Notes. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last 
time to a parent, caregiver or friend.    
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Lesson 29 Writing Activity 

 
Directions: Write a short paragraph explaining which author presented a better 

argument in their article, the Pro or the Con side? Be sure to use specific evidence and 

reasons from the Lesson 27 Notes.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/26/20 to 5/29/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding 

Questions:              

How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  
How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 

make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W7_L30 Not on the Menu: 

Restaurants Seek To 
Wean Customers Off 

Plastic Straws 

Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W7_L31 Not on the Menu: 
Restaurants Seek To 
Wean Customers Off 

Plastic Straws 

Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W7_L32 Not on the Menu: 
Restaurants Seek To 
Wean Customers Off 

Plastic Straws 

Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W7_L33 Not on the Menu: 
Restaurants Seek To 
Wean Customers Off 

Plastic Straws 

Quiz 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 

 
Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 30 

Target I can explain how new information connects to a topic, text, or issue 
I am studying. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Not on the Menu: Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off 
Plastic Straws 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W7_L30 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Not on the Menu: 
Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off Plastic Straws 

Think Today, we will summarizing the article and connecting our learing to 
previous learning about human actions and the natural world.  

● Why do you think that it’s important to be able to summarize 
or paraphrase what we have read?  

● How can connecting back to previous learning help us with a 
new piece of reading or learning?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Summarize or paraphrase the article you just read. 

● What is the gist?  
● What are the main ideas and key details?  
● How does this build on the learning you have done with 

previous articles? 

Write Using the Lesson 30 Note-Catcher, summarize or paraphrase the 
article and explain how it builds on your learning around the guiding 
question. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 30 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Use the Lesson 30 Note-Catcher to get the gist. In the left column, 

summarize or paraphrase the key ideas of this article in no more than three sentences. 

In the right column, explain how this article builds on your previous learning about how 

human actions impact the natural world.  

Key Ideas from This Week’s Article 

Brief summary or paraphrasing—no 

more than three sentences 

How do the ideas in this article build on 

my learning related to the guiding 

question: How do human actions affect 

the natural world?   

What did you learn previously about 

human action’s impact on the natural 
world that helped you understand 

today’s reading? 
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Lesson 31 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Not on the Menu: Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off 

Plastic Straws 
● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W7_L31 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Not on the Menu: 
Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off Plastic Straws. 

Think ● What are the consequences of plastic straws? 
● What are the benefits of using straws made of materials other 

than plastic?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What evidence has the author provided about the 
consequences of plastic straws?  

● What data has author provided in support of that evidence?  

Write Using the Lesson 31 note catcher below to evaluate the 
consequences of a human action on the planet, animals, or other 

humans.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 31 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Use the Lesson 31 Note-Catcher below to evaluate the consequences of a 

human action on the planet, animals, or other humans. 

 

Focus Question: Identify the effects of a human action on the earth, animals, or 
other humans from the reading.  
 

Do you think this relationship is helpful or harmful? Explain your thoughts. 

Effects of a human action on the earth, 
animals, or other humans from the 
reading. 
 
My Thoughts:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence from the Text: 
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Lesson 32 

Target I can use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to help me determine the 
meaning of a word.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Not on the Menu: Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off Plastic 
Straws 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W7_L32 

Read ● With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Not on the Menu: 
Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off Plastic Straws. 

Think Today, we will be looking at prefixes and suffixes. These letters are letters that 
attach to a root, or base word, to change its meaning. We can use prefixes 
and suffixes to help us understand new and unknown words.  

● What do you do when you don’t understand a word?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: 

Prefixes are letters attached to the beginning of a root word. Some 
common prefixes include anti-, over-, and pre-.  

● Can you think of any words that start with these letters?  

● What do you think that each of these prefixes means?  

Suffixes are letters attached to the end of a root word. Some common 
suffixes include -er, -ic, and -ist.  

● Can you think of any words that end with these letters?  

● What do you think that each of these suffixes means?  

Write Using the Lesson 32 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 
the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write 
your words in the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for 
each in the “Vocab Meaning” column.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to draw or 

write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book with a 

family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least twice.  
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Lesson 32 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Using the Lesson 32 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 

the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write your words in 

the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for each in the “Vocab 

Meaning” column. 

 

Root Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

man hand manual  
 

 

 

pop people population  
 

 

 

Suffix Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

- able 
- ible 

can be 
done 

enjoyable  
 
 

 

-ion 
-tion 

act of/ 
state of/ 
result of 

elevation  
 
 

 

-ian having a 
skill or 
belonging 
to a 
group 

magician 
 
American 
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Lesson 33 

Target I can use the text to answer questions.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Not on the Menu: Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off 

Plastic Straws 
● Lesson Quiz, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W7_L33 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Not on the Menu: 
Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off Plastic Straws.  

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 
● You have paraphrased the article into your own words.  
● You supported your analysis of the text with evidence.  
● You defined unknown vocab words, using their prefix or suffix.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

● What main ideas and key details did you include in your 
paraphrase?  

● What evidence did you use to support your analysis of the 
text? 

● What words did you define using their prefix or suffix?  

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 33 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 

minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 
many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 

fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 33 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions. 

1. Which quote from the article BEST supports the idea that there are good reasons 

to stop using plastic straws? 

A. “There is so much plastic waste that washes up on our beaches that we 
knew we had to do something," Iacono said. 

B.  "It was the closest thing I've ever seen to a customer revolt," he said. 
C. "Straws are kind of an unnecessary item we've gotten accustomed to. If 

you can go without, that's great. But if you can't, we have an alternative," 
she said. 

D.  "Plastic came around and wiped out all of our manufacturing at that 
point," Woodring said. 

 

2. Read the paragraph from the section "No-Plastic Movement Is Growing." 

The no-plastic movement has grown steadily in recent years. It gained 

popularity following a viral video three years ago that shows a sea turtle 
with a plastic straw wedged in its nose. Walt Disney World has since gotten 
rid of plastic straws at some of its theme parks. The Smithsonian Institution 
has taken steps to get rid of them at its museums. 

What conclusion is BEST supported by this paragraph?   

A. The no-plastic movement first started when a video of a sea turtle with a 

plastic straw wedged in its nose went viral. 
B.  Walt Disney World plans on getting rid of plastic straws at all of its theme 

parks. 

C. The museums of the Smithsonian Institution were the first museums to get 
rid of plastic straws. 

D. A video of a sea turtle with a plastic straw wedged in its nose helped 
people understand the problem of plastic waste. 

  



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 107 of 148 
 

3. Read the section "Some Diners Not Ready To Give Up The Plastic." What does this 

section show that other sections DO NOT? 

A. Some places do not automatically give plastic straws to customers. 

B. There is a growing demand for environmentally friendly straws. 
C.  Paper straws can be used as an alternative to plastic straws. 
D. Some customers are upset when they cannot get plastic straws. 

 

4.  Read the paragraph from the section "Some Diners Not Ready To Give Up The 

Plastic. 

The company invented paper straws in 1888 and sold them with a lot of 
success for decades. But by the 1960s, low-cost plastic straws took over 
the market. 

How does this paragraph contribute to the entire article? 

A. It shows that straws were invented because people need them. 

B. It helps explain why many plastic straws are thrown away. 
C.  It helps explain why plastic straws became so popular. 
D. It shows that paper straws create less waste than plastic straws.  
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 6/01/20 to 6/05/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding Questions:              How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  
How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 
make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W8_L34 Switching Toilet Paper 
Brands Could Help 
Canadian Forests - 

and the Earth 

Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W8_L35 Switching Toilet Paper 
Brands Could Help 
Canadian Forests - 

and the Earth 

Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W8_L36 Switching Toilet Paper 

Brands Could Help 
Canadian Forests - 

and the Earth 

Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W8_L37 Switching Toilet Paper 
Brands Could Help 

Canadian Forests - 
and the Earth 

Quiz 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W8_L38 Switching Toilet Paper 
Brands Could Help 
Canadian Forests - 

and the Earth 

Writing Activity 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 
Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 34 

Target I can explain how new information connects to a topic, text, or issue 
I am studying. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Switching Toilet Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - 
and the Earth 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W8_L34 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Switching Toilet 
Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - and the Earth 

Think Today, we will be summarizing the article and connecting our 

learning to previous learning about human actions and the natural 
world.  

● Why do you think that it’s important to be able to summarize 
or paraphrase what we have read?  

● How can connecting back to previous learning help us with a 
new piece of reading or learning?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

Summarize or paraphrase the article you just read. 

● What is the gist?  
● What are the main ideas and key details?  

● How does this build on the learning you have done with 
previous articles? 

Write Using the Lesson 34 Note-Catcher, summarize or paraphrase the 
article and explain how it builds on your learning around the guiding 
question. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 

to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 34 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Use the Lesson 34 Note-Catcher to get the gist. In the left column, 

summarize or paraphrase the key ideas of this article in no more than three sentences. 

In the right column, explain how this article builds on your previous learning about how 

human actions impact the natural world.  

Key Ideas from This Week’s Article 

Brief summary or paraphrasing—no 
more than three sentences 

How do the ideas in this article build on 
my learning related to the guiding 

question: How do human actions affect 

the natural world?   

What did you learn previously about 
human action’s impact on the natural 

world that helped you understand 
today’s reading? 
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Lesson 35 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Switching Toilet Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - 

and the Earth 
● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W8_L35 

Read ● With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Switching 
Toilet Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - and the 

Earth. 

Think ● Why is toilet paper use so harmful for the environment?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What evidence has the author provided about the 

consequences of toilet paper?  
● What data has author provided in support of that evidence?  

Write Using the Lesson 35 note-catcher below to evaluate the 
consequences of a human action on the planet, animals, or other 
humans.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 

reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 35 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Use the Lesson 35 Note-Catcher below to evaluate the consequences of a 

human action on the planet, animals, or other humans. 

 

Focus Question: Identify the effects of a human action on the earth, animals, or 
other humans from the reading.  
 

Do you think this relationship is helpful or harmful? Explain your thoughts. 

Effects of a human action on the earth, 
animals, or other humans from the 
reading. 
 
My Thoughts:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence from the Text: 
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Lesson 36 

Target I can use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to help me determine the 
meaning of a word.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Switching Toilet Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - and the 
Earth 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W8_L36 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Switching Toilet Paper Brands 

Could Help Canadian Forests - and the Earth. 

Think Today, we will be looking at prefixes and suffixes. These letters are letters that 
attach to a root, or base word, to change its meaning. We can use prefixes 
and suffixes to help us understand new and unknown words.  

● What do you do when you don’t understand a word?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: 

Prefixes are letters attached to the beginning of a root word. Some common 
prefixes include anti-, over-, and pre-.  

● Can you think of any words that start with these letters?  
● What do you think that each of these prefixes means?  

Suffixes are letters attached to the end of a root word. Some common suffixes 

include -er, -ic, and -ist.  
● Can you think of any words that end with these letters?  
● What do you think that each of these suffixes means?  

Write Using the Lesson 36 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from the 
article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write your 

words in the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for each in 
the “Vocab Meaning” column.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to draw or write 
what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book with a 

family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least twice. 
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Lesson 36 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Using the Lesson 36 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 

the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write your words in 

the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for each in the “Vocab 

Meaning” column. 

 

Root Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

environ surrounding enviroment  
 

 

 

pop people population  
 

 

 

Suffix Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

-ment act/ 
process 

enjoyment  
 
 

 

-ion 
-tion 

act of/ 
state of/ 
result of 

elevation  
 
 

 

-ian having a 
skill or 
belonging 
to a group 

magician 
 
American 
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Lesson 37 

Target I can use the text to answer questions.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Switching Toilet Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - 
and the Earth 

● Lesson Quiz, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W8_L37 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Switching Toilet 
Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - and the Earth.  

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 
 

● You have paraphrased the article into your own words.  

● You supported your analysis of the text with evidence.  
● You defined unknown vocab words, using their prefix or suffix.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What main ideas and key details did you include in your 
paraphrase?  

● What evidence did you use to support your analysis of the 
text? 

● What words did you define using their prefix or suffix?  

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 37 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 

to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 
many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 
fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 37 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions 

1. Which two statements are MAIN ideas of the article?  
i. Single-use plastics and fast fashion damage the oceans and the 

atmosphere. 
ii. The Canadian boreal forest is home to 600 communities of native 

people. 
iii. Heavy use of toilet paper is damaging forests and the environment. 

iv. Reports say Americans are playing a large role in the effects of toilet 
paper use. 

 
a. i. and ii.  
b. ii. and iii.  

c. iii. and iv.  
d. i. and iv. 

2. Read the following paragraph from the section "Americans' Heavy Use Worsens 

Climate Change. 

The huge size of the forest means it takes in large amounts of carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere. Like humans breathe in oxygen, plants and 
trees take in carbon dioxide. This is important. Too much carbon dioxide in 
the air causes problems. It gets caught in the Earth's atmosphere and 
contributes to global warming. Every year, Canada's boreal forest takes in 
enough carbon dioxide to equal what's produced by 24 million cars. 

How does this paragraph support a MAIN idea of the article? 

a. It shows how important maintaining the boreal forest is for the 

environment. 
b. It explains the way that humans and plants each use oxygen and carbon 

dioxide. 
c. It describes the number of cars that drive through the forests of Canada 

each year. 
d. It indicates how toilet paper can be made out of sources other than trees. 
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3. "What causes Americans to use more toilet paper than people in other 

countries? 

a.  Americans have become concerned about how comfortable toilet 

paper is because many years of ads have told them it is important. 
b. Americans have larger households than people in other countries and 

each one has more people using the bathroom each day. 
c. Americans have little access to toilet paper made from sustainable 

sources so their only option is to use soft and fluffy toilet paper. 

d. Americans have commonly used thin types of toilet paper that forces 
them to take more off of the roll each time they use it. 
 

4. According to the section "Worse Than Hummers," how can modern Americans 
help toilet paper be more friendly to the environment? 

 

a.  They can look for toilet paper that is made out of rocks and gravel 
instead of trees. 

b. They can buy toilet paper that is made locally instead of being shipped in 
large trucks. 

c. They can switch from using luxury toilet paper to reusable toilet paper 

soaked in vinegar. 
d. They can avoid big brands of quilted paper and buy brands that use 

recycled materials.  
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Lesson 38 

Target I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Switching Toilet Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - 
and the Earth 

● Lesson Writing Activity, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W8_L38 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Switching Toilet 
Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - and the Earth.  

Think ● What are the benefits and consequences of using softer toilet 
paper? 

● What evidence does the author use to show these benefits 
and consequences? Is that evidence convincing? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What evidence does the author give to show the harms of 
using softer toilet paper? 

● Do the benefits of using softer toilet papers outweigh the 
potential consequences? 

Write Using the Lesson 38 Writing Activity, write an argumentative 
paragraph answering the question: “Do the benefits of softer toilet 
paper outweigh the harmful consequences?” Be sure to cite 

specific evidence from the text and either explain why it should be 
believed, or refute it and explain why the benefits outweigh the 
costs. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last 
time to a parent, caregiver or friend.    
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Lesson 38 Writing Activity 

 
Directions: Write an argumentative paragraph answering the question: “Do the 

benefits of softer toilet paper outweigh the harmful consequences?” Be sure to cite 

specific evidence from the text and either explain why it should be believed, or refute 

it and explain why the benefits outweigh the costs.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 6/08/20 to 6/012/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and 

complete the lesson activity. 

Guiding Questions:              How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  
How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and 
make an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W9_L39 Young People Urge 

Their Leaders to Act 
Quickly on Climate 

Change 
 

Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W9_L40 Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act 

Quickly on Climate 
Change 

Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W9_L41 Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act 
Quickly on Climate 

Change 

Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W9_L42 Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act 
Quickly on Climate 

Change 

Quiz 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W9_L43 Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act 
Quickly on Climate 

Change 

Writing Activity 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 
Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 39 

Target I can explain how new information connects to a topic, text, or issue 
I am studying. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Young People Urge Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate 
Change 

● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W9_L39 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate Change 

Think Today, we will be summarizing the article and connecting our 
learning to previous learning about human actions and the natural 

world.  
● Why do you think that it’s important to be able to summarize 

or paraphrase what we have read?  
● How can connecting back to previous learning help us with a 

new piece of reading or learning?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

Summarize or paraphrase the article you just read. 

● What is the gist?  
● What are the main ideas and key details?  
● How does this build on the learning you have done with 

previous articles? 

Write Using the Lesson 39 Note-Catcher, summarize or paraphrase the 
article and explain how it builds on your learning around the guiding 
question. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 

read and write the number at the top of your text.    
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Lesson 39 Note-Catcher 
 

Directions: Use the Lesson 39 Note-Catcher to get the gist. In the left column, 

summarize or paraphrase the key ideas of this article in no more than three sentences. 

In the right column, explain how this article builds on your previous learning about how 

human actions impact the natural world.  

 

Key Ideas from This Week’s Article 

Brief summary or paraphrasing—no 
more than three sentences 

How do the ideas in this article build on 
my learning related to the guiding 

question: How do human actions affect 

the natural world?   

What did you learn previously about 
human action’s impact on the natural 

world that helped you understand 
today’s reading? 
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Lesson 40 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Young People Urge Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate 

Change 
● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W9_L40 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate Change. 

Think ● How can young people make a difference in the world?   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

● What evidence has the author provided about the benefits of 
young people standing up for a better world?  

● What data has author provided in support of that evidence?  

Write Using the Lesson 40 Note-Catcher below to evaluate the 
consequences of a human action on the planet, animals, or other 
humans.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 

draw or write what you did.  
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Ask an adult to read the text to you and follow along. Then, practice 
reading the text at least two times on your own.   
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Lesson 40 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Use the Lesson 40 Note-Catcher below to evaluate the consequences of a 

human action on the planet, animals, or other humans. 

 

Focus Question: Identify the effects of a human action on the earth, animals, or 
other humans from the reading.  
 

Do you think this relationship is helpful or harmful? Explain your thoughts. 

Effects of a human action on the earth, 
animals, or other humans from the 
reading. 
 
My Thoughts:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence from the Text: 
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Lesson 41 

Target I can use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to help me determine the 
meaning of a word.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● SYoung People Urge Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate Change 
● Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W9_L41 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Young People Urge Their 
Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate Change. 

Think Today, we will be looking at prefixes and suffixes. These letters are letters that 

attach to a root, or base word, to change its meaning. We can use prefixes 
and suffixes to help us understand new and unknown words.  

● What do you do when you don’t understand a word?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
questions: 

Prefixes are letters attached to the beginning of a root word. Some common 
prefixes include anti-, over-, and pre-.  

● Can you think of any words that start with these letters?  
● What do you think that each of these prefixes means?  

Suffixes are letters attached to the end of a root word. Some common 

suffixes include -er, -ic, and -ist.  
● Can you think of any words that end with these letters?  
● What do you think that each of these suffixes means?  

Write Using the Lesson 41 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 
the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write 
your words in the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for 

each in the “Vocab Meaning” column.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to draw or 
write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book with a 
family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  

Fluency Practice reading the text with fluency and expression at least two times. 
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Lesson 41 Note-Catcher 

Directions: Using the Lesson 41 Note-Catcher, you will be collecting vocab words from 

the article that begin or end with the example prefixes and suffixes. Write your words in 

the “Vocab From Text” column, and write a short definition for each in the “Vocab 

Meaning” column. 

 

 Prefix Prefix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

man hand manual  
 

 

 

temp time temporary  
 

 

 

Suffix Suffix 

Meaning 

Example Vocab From Text Vocab Meaning 

-ist one who 
does a 
specific 
action 

specialist  
 
 

 

-ion 
-tion 

act of/ 
state of/ 
result of 

elevation  
 
 

 

- ity state of/ 
quality of 

equality  
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Lesson 42 

Target I can use the text to answer questions.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Young People Urge Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate 

Change 
● Lesson Quiz, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W9_L42 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate Change.  

Think Remember the work that you have done this week: 
● You have paraphrased the article into your own words.  
● You supported your analysis of the text with evidence.  
● You defined unknown vocab words, using their prefix or suffix.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 

following questions: 

● What main ideas and key details did you include in your 
paraphrase?  

● What evidence did you use to support your analysis of the 
text? 

● What words did you define using their prefix or suffix?  

Write Use the article to answer questions on the Lesson 42 Quiz. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 

minutes.  

Fluency Use a timer (cell phone time, kitchen timer or have someone count 
to 60) and read the passage for one minute. Count the words you 
read and write the number at the top of your text. Look at how 
many more words you read in one minute! Celebrate your reading 

fluency with a parent, care giver or friend!   
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Lesson 42 Quiz 

 
Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions 

1. Which two statements are MAIN ideas of the article?  

i. Single-use plastics and fast fashion damage the oceans and the 
atmosphere. 

ii. The Canadian boreal forest is home to 600 communities of native 
people. 

iii. Heavy use of toilet paper is damaging forests and the environment. 

iv. Reports say Americans are playing a large role in the effects of toilet 
paper use. 
 

a. i. and ii.  
b. ii. and iii.  
c. iii. and iv.  

d. i. and iv. 

2. Read the following paragraph from the section "Americans' Heavy Use Worsens 

Climate Change. 

The huge size of the forest means it takes in large amounts of carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere. Like humans breathe in oxygen, plants and 

trees take in carbon dioxide. This is important. Too much carbon dioxide in 
the air causes problems. It gets caught in the Earth's atmosphere and 
contributes to global warming. Every year, Canada's boreal forest takes in 
enough carbon dioxide to equal what's produced by 24 million cars. 

How does this paragraph support a MAIN idea of the article? 

a. It shows how important maintaining the boreal forest is for the 

environment. 
b. It explains the way that humans and plants each use oxygen and carbon 

dioxide. 
c. It describes the number of cars that drive through the forests of Canada 

each year. 

d. It indicates how toilet paper can be made out of sources other than trees. 
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3. "What causes Americans to use more toilet paper than people in other 

countries? 

a.  Americans have become concerned about how comfortable toilet 

paper is because many years of ads have told them it is important. 
b. Americans have larger households than people in other countries and 

each one has more people using the bathroom each day. 
c. Americans have little access to toilet paper made from sustainable 

sources so their only option is to use soft and fluffy toilet paper. 

d. Americans have commonly used thin types of toilet paper that forces 
them to take more off of the roll each time they use it. 
 

4. According to the section "Worse Than Hummers," how can modern Americans 
help toilet paper be more friendly to the environment? 

 

a.  They can look for toilet paper that is made out of rocks and gravel 
instead of trees. 

b. They can buy toilet paper that is made locally instead of being shipped in 
large trucks. 

c. They can switch from using luxury toilet paper to reusable toilet paper 

soaked in vinegar. 
d. They can avoid big brands of quilted paper and buy brands that use 

recycled materials.  
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Lesson 43 

Target I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

● Young People Urge Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate 
Change 

● Lesson Writing Activity, Pencil 
● ELA_G6_W9_L43 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, read Young People Urge 
Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate Change.  

Think ● What did you learn about in the previous weeks that you 
want to help change? 

● Why do you think this issue is worth being an activist for? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

●  What issue do you think is worth being an activist for? 
● How can you be like the students in the article to advocate 

for your issue? 

Write Using the Lesson 43 Writing Activity, write an argumentative 
paragraph answering the question “Do the benefits of human 
activity outweigh the consequences on the earth, animals, or other 
people?” You only need to write about one of the three groups 
impacted by human activity: the earth, animals, or other people.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  

Fluency Show off your reading fluency! Read the passage aloud one last 
time to a parent, caregiver or friend.    
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Lesson 43 Writing Activity 

 
Directions: Over the course of this Module you have learned about many of the costs 

and benefits of human activity on people, animals, and the environment. Think about 

something you want to advocate for like the students in the article. Use evidence from 

any of the articles you have read to write an argumentative paragraph answering the 

question “Do the benefits of human activity outweigh the consequences on the earth, 

animals, or other people?” You only need to write about one of the three groups 

impacted by human activity: the earth, animals, or other people. Be sure to make a 

specific claim and support your claim with evidence. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 137 of 148 
 

Grade 6 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 6/15/20 to 6/19/20 
Directions:                          Read the directions for each lesson, watch the video and complete 

the lesson activity. 

Guiding Questions:              How do human actions affect the natural world?   

 How do authors approach providing information and making an 
argument?  
How does reading for research help me to form an opinion and make 

an argument?  

Materials Needed: Text, Lessons and Note-Catchers, Pencil 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G6_W10_L44 Selected Article Note-catcher 

Day 2 ELA_G6_W10_L45 Selected Article Note-catcher 

Day 3 ELA_G6_W10_L46 Selected Article Note-catcher 

Day 4 ELA_G6_W10_L47 Selected Article Note-catcher 

Day 5 ELA_G6_W10_L48 Selected Article Presentation 

 

www.detroitk12.org/youtube  

 

  

Daily 6-8 Videos 
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Lesson 44 

Target I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Urban Birds, Lessons 1-4 

• Bee Blight, Lessons 5-9 

• Orcas Are Protected, But There Are Still Too Few of Them, 

Lessons 10-14 

• Scientists May Be Using Stretchy Glue From Slugs For Wound 

Care, Lessons 15-19 

• The Coast of Texas is a Hotspot for Marine Garbage, Especially 

Nurdles, Lessons 20-24 

• PRO/CON: Putting GMO Information on Our Food Labels, 

Lessons 25-29 

• Not on the Menu: Restaurants Seek To Wean Customers Off 

Plastic Straws, Lessons 30-33 

• Switching Toilet Paper Brands Could Help Canadian Forests - 

and the Earth, Lessons 34-38 

• Young People Urge Their Leaders to Act Quickly on Climate 

Change, Lessons 39-43 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W10_L44 

Read This week, we are going to be working on a final Performance Task 
for this module. You will be writing and presenting a Public Service 

Announcement (PSA) to your family member, caregiver, or friend. A 
PSA is meant to give people information that will help their lives. If 
you have a cell phone available, you may also record your PSA to 
share it with others.  
 

First, we are going to review our background information for this 
topic. Choose the two articles from the past 9 weeks that you found 
most interesting or enjoyable. You will use these to create your PSA.   
 
With a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread one of the articles 
you selected.  

Think • What is the gist, the basic sense of what this text is about?  

• How do you know this? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 
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Remember what an argument and a specific claim are. If you need 
to, go back and review your earlier lessons.  

 

• What is the general argument being made in this article?  

• What specific claims are made to support that argument? 

• Do you agree with this argument? Why or why not?  

Write Using the Lesson 44 note-catcher, write the argument and 
supporting claims that you identified from your selected article.  

Closing ● Tell a family member, caregiver, or friend about your project 
[presentation, speech, etc.] and that you will be sharing your 
progress and asking for their feedback on your work this week.   

• After you complete your assignment remember to read a 

book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  
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Lesson 44 Note-Catcher 
 

Directions: Write the argument and supporting claims that you identified from your 

selected article. State whether you agree or disagree with the argument and why.  

Title and Lesson Number of Selected Article: 

Argument:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  
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Lesson 45 

Target I can identify the argument and specific claims in a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Self-selected Focus Texts 2 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W10_L45 

Read Remember that you are gathering background information that you 
will then use to write your Public Service Announcement.  
 

With a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread the second focus 
article you selected.  

Think • What is the gist, the basic sense of what this text is about?  

• How do you know this? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What is the general argument being made in this article?  

• What specific claims are made to support that argument? 

• Do you agree with this argument? Why or why not? 

Write Using the Lesson 45 note-catcher, write the argument and 

supporting claims that you identified from your selected article. 

Closing ● Tell a family member, caregiver, or friend about the progress 
you have made toward completing your project.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 

minutes.  
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Lesson 45 Note-Catcher 

 

Directions: Write the argument and supporting claims that you identified from your 

selected article. State whether you agree or disagree with the argument and why.  

Title and Lesson Number of Selected Article: 

Argument:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  

 

 

 

 

 

Claim:  
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Lesson 46 

Target I can cite text-based evidence to support an analysis of 
informational text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Self-selected Focus Texts 1 & 2 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W10_L46 

Read Now that you have reviewed some background information, it’s 
time to frame your PSA message and start collecting supporting 

evidence.  
 
With a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread your selected 
articles.   

Think • What is important for everyone to know about these articles? 

• Who needs to hear this message?  

• What types of claims and evidence will help convince them 

of what you are saying?   

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
questions:  

• What pieces of evidence does the author introduce in each 

of these articles?  

• What pieces of evidence will best support your PSA message?  

Write Using the Lesson 46 Note-Catcher, draft your PSA message. Select 
evidence from each of your articles that support your message.  

Closing ● Share your work with someone and tell why you chose to 
draw or write what you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a 
book with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 
minutes.  
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Lesson 46 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Draft your PSA message. Select claims and evidence from each of your 

articles that supports your message. 

 

PSA Message:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting claims and evidence from your selected articles: 
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Lesson 47 

Target I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Self-selected Focus Texts 1 & 2 

• Lesson Quiz, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W10_L47 

Read Today, you will be outlining your Public Service Announcement. You 
will be finalizing your message and organizing your selected claims 

and supporting evidence. 
 
With a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread your selected 
articles.  

Think Remember your PSA message. As you are rereading your articles, 

consider what claims and evidence best support your thinking.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the 
following questions: 

• What claims will you use from the articles for your PSA?  

• What supporting evidence will you use?  

• How will you organize them?  

• Why will these be effective in motivating your audience.  

Write Using the Lesson 47 Note-Catcher, outline your PSA message by 

completing each box.  

Closing After you complete your assignment remember to read a book with 
a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Lesson 47 Note-Catcher 

 
Directions: Outline your PSA message by completing each box below.  

 

Topic Background:  

 

 

Your Message:  

 

 

Claim #1:  

 

 

Supporting Evidence:  

 

 

 

Claim #1:  

 

 

Supporting Evidence:  

 

 

Closing (Restate your Message):  
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Lesson 48 

Target I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

• Self-selected Focus Texts 1 & 2 

• Lesson Note-Catcher, Pencil 

• ELA_G6_W10_L48 

Read Today, you will be completing and presenting your PSA.  
 

With a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread your selected 
articles. 

Think  Review your outline.  
 

• Is your message important to your audience?  

• Do you have enough supporting evidence?  

Talk Share your PSA outline with a family member, caregiver, or friend.  
 

• Are they convinced of your argument?  

• If not, what would help change their mind?  

Write Time to write your final draft PSA. Make sure that you write in 
complete sentences, and include everything from your outline. 
When you are finished, present it for your family member, caregiver, 

or friend. If you are able to, record your announcement with a cell 
phone.  

Closing ● Find a family member, friend, or caregiver. Tell them you 
would like to present what you have learned about [insert 
topic] over the past several weeks.  

● Present your work and be proud of what you have 
accomplished!  
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Lesson 48 Presentation 

 
Directions: Time to write your final draft PSA. Make sure that you write in complete 

sentences, and include everything from your outline. When you are finished, present it 

for your family member, caregiver, or friend. If you are able to, record your 

announcement with a cell phone. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


