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Dear DPSCD Parents and Guardians,   

  

Welcome to the Weekly Distance Learning packet! This packet is designed to be 

utilized for student learning during this extended school closure. Within this document, 

you will find ten weeks’ worth of ELA/Literacy lessons for your child. Each week 

contains lessons that should be completed daily during the school week. The lessons 

are designed to take approximately one hour each day to complete and 

each lesson has a direct instruction video that is intended to offer a modeling or 

example of the learning activity and launch students into the day’s lessons. Videos 

can be accessed on the District’s YouTube channel and by searching the video title 

under each lesson on www.detroitk12.org/youtube. Within this packet there are 

directions for fluency practice that should be followed each week and a reading log 

to record daily independent reading.  Each week is designed for students to watch a 

video, read a text daily and complete a lesson activity.  Classroom teachers will 

support students with these daily lessons and activities in their virtual classrooms.  

  

As a reminder, if additional support is needed, classroom teachers will be available to 

support students via virtual classroom or phone conversations.  The lessons were 

designed to ensure that families and students can complete the activities on their own 

if needed, and follow a consistent daily structure of read, think, talk, write.  After your 

child has gone through the routine a few times they will become more independent in 

their learning.   

  

Please know that your family’s needs are very important to us and we appreciate your 

dedication to your child’s academic success.   

  

Best regards,   

  

April Imperio   

Executive Director K-12 Literacy & Early Learning  
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Oral Reading Fluency Directions 

Directions for high school students: 
•    Time yourself for the first minute reading the first page of each week’s passage. If 

the passage repeats, read the second page. Record the number of words read in 
a minute. 

Mark # of words read_______ 
•    Then do the following subtraction formula to see how many words you read correct 

in a minute. 
o   # of words read in a minute - # of errors = correct words read per minute 

▪    The number of words read correctly in a minute is your base score. 
•    Time yourself for the duration of the passage that you read. 

Length of time it took to read the whole passage ________ 
•    Put a circle around any words you could not read and/or you had trouble with. 

How many words do you need support with or not know at all? ________ 
Write up to ten of those words here (if any): 

1. 2. 

  

3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 

  

8. 9. 10. 

 Weekly Advice 
Monday Use a timer (cell phone timer is 

fine) to practice using the 

directions above 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Tuesday Try reading the passage twice 

(time yourself both times). 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Wednesday Practice reading the passage 

with fluency and expression at 

least two times. 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Thursday Read the passage again, just 

like you did the first time. Count 

the number of words you read 

correctly and record your time. 

You can mark 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Friday Celebrate your growth this 

week. Read the passage aloud 

one last time to see if you can 

beat previous times. 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Recreate this page in your notebook to record each week’s words and your success. 
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Name___________________________ 
Distance Learning Reading Log 

Book Title & Author 

Date & # 

of Pages 

Read 

Reading Notes & Questions 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    

11.    

12.    

13.    

14.    

15.    

16.    

17.    

18.    

19.    

20.   

21.   

21.   
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22.   

23.   

24.   

25.   

26.   

27.   

28.   

29.   

30.   

31.   

32.   

33.   

34.   

35.   

36.   

37.   

38.    

39.   

40.   

41.   

42.   

43.   

44.   

45.   

48.   

47.   

48.   

49.   
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 4/14/20 to 4/17/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People call a place “home” for many reasons: where family lives, 

where we keep our things, where we sleep, where we feel 

comfortable. But when a person moves to a new home, what 

changes and what remains the same? How do people find a 

home many miles from where they once lived?  
 

Over the course of Unit 6, you will read selections about people 

finding a home in a new place. You will read about British 

colonialism and think about how colonialism may have affected 

the way people think about their homes. You will also read short 

stories and think about how writers express their ideas about 

different places and establishing a home. 
 

As you complete the reading and tasks for this unit, you will be 

asked to think about and respond to the texts in connection to 

the unit’s Essential Question: “What does it mean to call a place 

home?” 
 

If you have access to a smartphone or tablet, download the free 

Pearson BouncePages app.  

Guiding Question #1 What does it mean to call a place home? 

Guiding Question #2 In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil, device (optional) 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W1_L1 “Home Away From Home” Vocabulary and Summary 

Activities 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W1_L2 “Home Away From Home” Review Key Sections of the Text 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W1_L3 “Home Away From Home” Review Key Elements of the Text 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W1_L4 “Home Away From Home” Review Text and Respond to 

Prompt 

 

Daily 9–12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 1 

Target I can define key vocabulary from the unit and summarize the Launch 

Text: “Home Away From Home.” 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Home Away From Home”  

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W1_L1 

Think Jump Start Question (answer in note-catcher): “What makes a place 

feel like home?”  

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

“Home Away From Home.” If you have a smartphone or tablet and 

have downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to scan 

the page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read along. 

 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

Talk With a family member, friend, or classmate, talk about the following 

question: What did you learn from this text?  

Write Answer the Jump Start question on your note-catcher. 

 

After reading, write a 5–7 sentence summary of the text. Remember 

that a summary is a concise, complete, objective overview of a text. 

It should not include your opinion. 

 

Look up the unit vocabulary words in the dictionary (Migrate, Modify,  

Requisite, Reiterate, Implication). Write their definitions on the note-

catcher for you to refer to throughout the unit. Think about how these 

words relate to the essential question of the unit: What does it mean 

to call a place home? 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 1 

Day 1 

Jump Start: What makes a place feel like home? 

 

Summary: Write a 5–7 sentence summary of “Home Away From Home.” A summary 

is a concise, complete, objective overview of a text that is written in the present 

tense. It should not include your opinion. 

 

 

 

Vocabulary Words: 

Migrate: 

 

Modify: 

 

Requisite: 

 

Reiterate: 

 

Implication: 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Lesson 2 

Target I can identify examples that support main ideas and evaluate how 

the thesis of an informative text is developed. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Home Away From Home”  

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G12_W1_L2 

Read Reread “Home Away from Home.” If you have a smartphone or 

tablet and have downloaded the BouncePages app, use your 

device to scan the page and hear the text read aloud to you while 

you read along. 

 

Authors will often introduce a thesis within the first few paragraphs of 

a text, but it may not appear as one succinct statement. As you read, 

underline the phrases or sentences that state the author’s thesis and 

conclusion. Then, underline the main idea of paragraphs 2–5. Finally, 

underline the details and examples in each paragraph.  

Think Review the table on the Lesson 2 Note-catcher about text 

organizational structures. Look at the information you underlined and 

think about how the author has organized the essay. Think about the 

following questions: How does the writer introduce and develop a 

thesis about changing perspectives on the idea of “home”? What do 

you notice about how the text is organized? Did you notice anything 

new about the author’s thoughts on making a home in a new 

country?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How did the author of “Home Away From Home” organize 

the text?  

Write On your note-catcher, write a response to the following question: 

How does the author of “Home Away From Home” organize the text? 

 

Then, write about how the author introduces and develops the thesis, 

including at least two pieces of evidence from the text.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 2 
Day 2 

The table below shows five possible organizational structures. After reviewing the 

information, answer the following question: How does the author of “Home Away 

From Home” organize the text? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the writer introduce and develop a thesis about changing perspectives 

on the idea of “home”? Use evidence from the text to support your answer 
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Lesson 3 

Target I can describe the elements of effective informative texts. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Home Away From Home”  

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G12_W1_L3 

Read Read the characteristics of informative texts on the Lesson 3 note-

catcher.  

 

Reread “Home Away From Home” and underline parts of the text that 

connect to the characteristics from the note-catcher.  

Think “Home Away From Home” provides a writing model for an informative 

text, a type of writing in which the author examines concepts through 

the careful selection, organization, and analysis of information. Think 

about why “Home Away From Home” is a strong example of an 

informative text.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Based on the characteristics you reviewed, how do you 

know “Home Away From Home” is an informative text? 

Write On your note-catcher, document how “Home Away From Home,” is 

an example of an effective informative text.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 3 
Day 3 

In 5–7 sentences, describe how the author meets the following criteria outlined 

below for an effective informative text: 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Lesson 4 

Target I can accurately use a transitional word or phrase to join two related 

ideas. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Home Away From Home”  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G12_W1_L4 

Read Reread “Home Away From Home” and the notes and annotations 

you made this week.  

 

Using the guide on your note-catcher, review “Home Away From 

Home,” and circle the transitional words and phrases.  

Think Writers use transitional phrases to create connection and flow 

between ideas. Different transitions serve different purposes, such as 

showing contrast, showing cause and effect, or elaborating upon an 

idea. Think about the variety of transitions in “Home Away From 

Home” and their purpose. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How would the development of the thesis in “Home Away 

From Home” be different if the author did not use transitional words 

and phrases? 

Write On your note-catcher, write a 5–7 sentence response to the following 

question: In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

 

Provide specific details and evidence from the text. Use at least two 

of the unit vocabulary words that you defined in Lesson 1. Also use 

transitional words and phrases from the chart on the note-catcher to 

connect your thoughts and ideas. It may help for you to read your 

paper aloud and listen to how the ideas connect. Sudden shifts may 

indicate that a transition is needed. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and relate it back to the 

essential question of the unit: “What does it mean to call a 

place home?” 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 4 
Day 4 

Transitions and transitional expressions are words and phrases that hold your writing 

together. They show relationships among ideas, and the ways in which one concept 

leads to another. They help you connect, contrast, and compare ideas. Without 

accurate transitions, your writing can seem like a random assortment of unrelated 

information and observations. Use the table below to complete the tasks for Day 4.  

 

Respond to the prompt below using specific details and evidence from the text. In 

your response, use at least two of the vocabulary words you defined in Lesson 1 and 

at least one transitional word or phrase from the table above.  

In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind?  
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 4/20/20 to 4/24/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions In the upcoming weeks, we will read texts that demonstrate how 

an individual’s personal sense of home can be influenced by 

social issues, the passage of time, and historical events. These 

readings will ask us to think about British colonialism in particular, 

how this era complicated perceptions of home, and whether a 

person can feel at home in a country where they are seen as 

different or not belonging.  

 

This week’s reading will provide us with background information 

on the British Colonial era that will be used to better understand 

the other texts in this unit.  

 

As you complete this week’s reading and tasks, you will be asked 

to think about how the text connects to the guiding questions 

below. 

Guiding Question #1 How did British Colonialism complicate the idea of home? 

Guiding Question #2 How do the key events during this time period relate to “finding a 

home”? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil, device (optional) 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W2_L5 “A Changing World” Read the first sections of the text 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W2_L6 “A Changing World” Finish reading the text 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W2_L7 “A Changing World” Review key sections of the text 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W2_L8 “A Changing World” Review key sections of the text 

Day 5 ELA_G12_W2_L9 “A Changing World” Review text and respond to 

prompt 

 

Daily 9–12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 5 

Target I can read a text and make connections to the essential question of 

the unit.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Changing World”  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W2_L5 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read the 

following sections of “A Changing World”:  

• Voices of the Period 

• History of the Period: The Victorian Era, An Empire Won, A War 

to End All Wars 

As you read the text, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

Think Think about how this text relates to the essential question of the unit: 

What does it mean to call a place home? 

 

While industrialization and the rise of democracy between 1901–

present allowed many people to prosper, millions were still living in 

poverty. This inequality made it easier for powerful leaders to rally their 

followers with the promise of a better life. For example, the 

settlements that marked the end of World War I were part of the 

impetus for World War II. The harsh punishments administered to 

Germany because of its part in the first war fostered more resentment 

and inequality, leading to the second war. What do you think would 

be necessary for the world to see the end of war? 

Talk With a family member, friend, or classmate, talk about the following 

question: What have you learned about the British Empire and world 

history from this text?  

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions: Why was the 

Victorian Era an age of transition? What do you think would be 

necessary for the world to see the end of war?  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 5 
Day 1 

Why was the Victorian Era an age of transition? 

What do you think would be necessary for the world to see the end of war? 
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Lesson 6 

Target I can annotate a text and infer how people felt about their homes at 

various points in history. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Changing World”  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G12_W2_L6 

Read Read the remaining sections of “A Changing World.”  

Think This text analyzes key events from 1901–Present: the transformation of 

Great Britain from a worldwide empire to an island nation, two 

disastrous world wars, and the time of recovery and renewal that 

followed World War II. How does this connect with the essential 

question of the unit: What does it mean to call a place home? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about what you 

learned from the text and how the following people may have felt 

about their home during certain points in history: 

• Victorians 

• People living in Britain’s colonies in the early 1900s 

• People living in Britain in 1914 

• People living in Germain in the 1930s 

• British citizens from the former colonies who moved to Britain 

postwar 

Write On your note-catcher, select two groups of people from the list 

above and compare and contrast how they might have felt about 

their homes. Also, write a response to the following question: What is 

the “new face of Britain”?  

Closing ● Share your explanation of the “new face of Britain” with 

someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 6 
Day 2 

What is the “new face of Britain”?  

Compare and contrast how two groups of people listed below might have felt 

about their home country. 

• Victorians 

• People living in Britain’s colonies in the early 1900s 

• People living in Britain in 1914 

• People living in Germain in the 1930s 

• British citizens from the former colonies who moved to Britain postwar 
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Lesson 7 

Target I can explain the effect of historical events. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Changing World”  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W2_L7 

Read Reread the following sections: 

• Voices of the Period 

• The War to End All Wars 

• The Second World War 

Think Why do you think so many of the quotes presented in the introductory 

section of the text focus on war?  

 

Reread the second and third quotes. How does David Lloyd George’s 

optimism compare with the quote from George Santayana?  

 

How does the quotation from Winston Churchill relate to the concept 

of home? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions:  

• David Lloyd George’s words were spoken on November 11, 

1918. What did David Lloyd George hope for, and was his hope 

realized? 

• How would you define your home if you were part of an empire 

that “stretched around the globe”? How would you define your 

home when that empire began breaking apart? 

Write On your note-catcher, write your responses to the following questions: 

How did World War I extend the age of transition?  

How did World War II test Britain’s resolve? 

What impact did the two World Wars have on Britain? 

Closing ● Share your responses with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 7 
Day 3 

How did World War I extend the age of transition?  

 

How did World War II test Britain’s resolve? 

What impact did the two World Wars have on Britain? 
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Lesson 8 

Target I can analyze and interpret features of informational texts. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Changing World”  

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W2_L8 

Read Reread the timeline and the Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

section.  

Think Reflect on the key events noted in the timeline and compare these 

events with those mentioned in the text.  

 

Think about the different countries represented in the list of Nobel 

Prize winners. What do you notice when you locate these countries on 

the top map (if you have access to a device, you may use it here if 

needed)?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the timeline 

by using the following questions: What trends do you see in the 

timeline? Does everything from the text appear in the timeline? If not, 

what’s missing? Is the timeline a fair reflection of what is represented 

in the text?  

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions:  

What conclusions can you draw after comparing the two maps?  

What can you infer about the prevalence of the English language in 

the former colonies? 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and talk about the information 

you would have missed if the maps and timeline had not been 

included in the text.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 8 
Day 4 

What conclusions can you draw after comparing the two maps? 

What can you infer about the prevalence of the English language in the former 

colonies?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 29 of 149 

 

Lesson 9 

Target I can identify and analyze the effects of personification in a text and 

connect evidence from a text to the essential question of the unit. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Changing World”  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W2_L9 

Read Reread “A Changing World” and the notes and annotations you 

made this week.   

Think Even in nonfiction, authors sometimes use personification to write 

about nonliving objects as if they were living. Underline the examples 

of personification you see in the section called A Time of Recovery. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How do the key events during this time period relate to 

“finding a home”? 

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions: 

 

How does the author use personification to add interest to the text?  

 

How might an individual’s personal sense of home be influenced by 

social issues, the passage of time, and historical events? Provide 

specific details and evidence from the text.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and relate it back to the 

essential question of the unit: “What does it mean to call a 

place home?” 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 9 
Day 5 

How does the author use personification to add interest to the text?  

Write 5–7 sentences to answer the following question: 

How might an individual’s personal sense of home be influenced by social issues, the 

passage of time, and historical events? Provide specific details and evidence from 

the text. 
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 4/27/20 to 5/1/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions Can a person can feel at home in a country where they are seen 

as different or not belonging? Over the next two weeks, we will 

continue our exploration of how British colonialism complicated 

the idea of home by reading a firsthand account. In Back to My 

Country: An Essay, Andrea Levy writes about her experience 

being raised in Britain as a person of Caribbean heritage. We’ll 

see how the historical events that we learned about in A 

Changing World affected people’s identity and sense of home 

generations later.  

Guiding Question #1 How did British colonialism complicate the idea of home? 

Guiding Question #2 What does it mean to call a place home? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 G12_W3_L10 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Jump Start, start reading 

the text, and write a 

summary 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W3_L11 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Read more of the text 

and write a diary entry 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W3_L12 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Read more of the text 

and write a summary 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W3_L13 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Finish reading the text 

and answer questions 

Day 5 ELA_G12_W3_L14 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Reread key sections 

and answer questions 

about the author 
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Lesson 10 

Target I can write a summary of key paragraphs in a text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt)  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W3_L10 

Think Jump Start (complete on note-catcher): What lessons about life have 

you learned since you were younger? How did you learn them? How 

do you feel when you look at your younger self? 

Read Read the “About an Author” section on page 7.  

Then, read page 2 (Background) and paragraphs 23–26. 

As you read the essay, notice the types of information Levy includes. 

Annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

 

Then, reread paragraphs 23 and 24. Underline the words that tell you 

information about the author or that help you understand the point of 

view expressed.  

Talk With a family member, friend, or classmate, talk about the following 

vocabulary words. Are any familiar to you? Which ones?: Assimilate, 

Entitlement, Upbringing, Myriad, Indigenous, Hybrid 

 

Tell your family member or friend what you learned about British 

colonization and slavery in the Caribbean. Did anything from the 

passage surprise you? 

Write On your note-catcher, write a summary of paragraphs 25 and 26.  

Closing ● Share the answer to your Jump Start question with someone 

who knew you when you were younger. Do they agree with 

your writing? Have they noticed other life lessons that you’ve 

learned? 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 10 
Day 1 

Jump Start: What lessons about life have you learned since you were younger? How 

did you learn them? How do you feel when you look at your younger self?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a summary of paragraphs 25 and 26. Remember that a summary is a concise, 

complete, objective overview of the text and should not contain your 

interpretations. 
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Lesson 11 

Target I can explain the implications of two contrasting ideas using evidence 

from the test. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt)  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W3_L11 

Read Read paragraphs 27–30. 

As you read the essay, notice the types of information Levy includes. 

Annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

 

Then, reread paragraph 28. Mark the sentences that show the main 

contrast the author sees between the teaching of American 

and British history.  

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the contrast 

between the teaching of American and British history and share your 

opinion about this contrast.  

Think Think about the following question: Why is the contrast between the 

teaching of American and British history so surprising to the author? 

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following question: What are 

the implications of this “silence” (not teaching students about British 

slavery in the Caribbean) for British students studying their history?  

 

Reread paragraph 29. Then write a diary entry from the point of view 

of a school-aged student about why you think so many British subjects 

are unaware of Britain’s connection to and history in the Caribbean. 

Cite details from the text and propose a solution for this problem. 

Closing ● Share your diary entry with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 11 
Day 2 

What are the implications of this “silence” for British students studying their history?  

  

Write a diary entry from the point of view of a school-aged student about why you 

think so many British subjects are unaware of Britain’s connection to and history in 

the Caribbean. Cite details from the text and propose a solution for this problem. 
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Lesson 12 

Target I can write an objective summary of key paragraphs in a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt) 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W3_L12 

Read Read paragraphs 31–33. 

As you read the essay, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

 

Then, reread paragraph 33. Mark details that describe the legacies 

the Caribbean and Britain have left for each other.  

Think Think about the following question: What are the differences between 

the legacies the two countries have left for each other? 

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about what you think 

Stuart Hall meant when he said, “The very notion of Great Britain’s 

‘greatness’ is bound up with Empire.” 

Write On your note-catcher, summarize paragraph 33. Remember that a 

summary is a concise and objective overview of the text.  

Closing ● Share your summary with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 12 
Day 3 

Write a summary of paragraph 33. Remember that a summary is a concise and 

objective overview of the text.  

 

 

  

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 47 of 149 

 

Lesson 13 

Target I can describe the impact of author’s word choices in a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt)  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W3_L13 

Read Read paragraphs 34–36. 

 

As you read, annotate by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

 

Then, reread paragraph 35. Mark details that describe the “gift” of 

postwar immigration.  

Think and 

Talk 

Think about the following question: Why do you think the author 

chose the word gift as a way to represent the postwar history of 

immigration to Britain? What are the connotations of the word gift?  

 

Share your answer with a family member, caregiver, or friend. 

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions:  

How would the impact of paragraph 35 change if the word gift were 

replaced with benefit or asset? 

 

Why does the author say it was inevitable that people like her dad, 

who emigrated from the Caribbean island of Jamaica to Britain, 

would end up in Britain? 

Closing ● Share your responses with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 13 
Day 4 

How would the impact of paragraph 35 change if the word gift were replaced with 

benefit or asset? 

 

Why does the author say it was inevitable that people like her dad, who emigrated 

from the Caribbean island of Jamaica to Britain, would end up in Britain? 
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Lesson 14 

Target I can analyze a text to determine how the author feels about key 

concepts and idea.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt) 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W3_L14 

Read Reread paragraphs 23, 29, and 32.  

 

In paragraphs 29 and 32, mark the phrases that show how Britain 

views the Caribbean and its history with the area.  

Think Think about the following question: What evidence does the author 

include to show the reader that Britain thinks the Caribbean islands 

and their history with Britain are irrelevant? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Why does the author describe her trip to Jamaica as an 

“amazing experience”?  

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions: 

How does the author’s sentiment in paragraph 23 compare with the 

feeling conveyed in paragraphs 29 and 32? 

 

How was the author’s sense of home influenced by social issues, the 

passage of time, and historical events? Provide specific details and 

evidence from the text.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and relate it back to the 

essential question of the unit: “What does it mean to call a 

place home?” 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 14 
Day 5 

How does the author’s sentiment in paragraph 23 compare with the feeling 

conveyed in paragraphs 29 and 32? 

 

Write 5–7 sentences to answer the following question: 

How was the author’s sense of home influenced by social issues, the passage of 

time, and historical events? Provide specific details and evidence from the text.  
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/4/20 to 5/8/20 
 To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions This week, we will continue our reading of Back to My Country: 

An Essay. We will spend time rereading certain sections of the 

text to analyze the author’s purpose and how the author uses 

specific literary elements to convey her message. We will 

continue thinking about the connection of the text to the guiding 

questions below.  

NOTE: You will use the same text as last week 

Guiding Question #1 How did British colonialism complicate the idea of home? 

Guiding Question #2 What does it mean to call a place home? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen, dictionary 
 

 

 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W4_L15 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Vocabulary activity 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W4_L16 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Analyze literary 

elements and write a 

paragraph 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W4_L17 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Determine author’s 

purpose and answer 

questions 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W4_L18 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Analyze author’s style 

and answer questions 

Day 5 ELA_G12_W4_L19 “Back to My Own Country: An 

Essay” 

Connect text to guiding 

question 

 

Daily 9–12 Videos 
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Lesson 15 

Target I can apply my understanding of key vocabulary to new contexts. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt) 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W4_L15 

Read Read the definitions of vocabulary words in the margins of the text.  

Think and 

Talk 

Think about the other concept vocabulary words: Assimilate, 

Entitlement, Upbringing, Myriad, Indigenous, Hybrid 

 

How do these vocabulary words relate to the topic of encounters 

between cultures? Talk about your answers with a family member, 

caregiver, or friend. 

Write If you are not sure about the definitions of any of the vocabulary 

words, look them up in the dictionary and write them on your note-

catcher. Then, use your definitions to answer the vocabulary 

questions. 

Closing ● Choose two vocabulary words you want to focus on and use 

them at least three times in conversation with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 15 
Day 1 

Define the words below. 

Assimilate: 

 

Entitlement: 

 

Upbringing: 

 

Myriad: 

 

Indigenous: 

 

Hybrid: 

 

Use your definitions to complete the questions below. 
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Lesson 16 

Target I can identify rhetorical questions in a text and explain their purpose. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt)  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W4_L16 

Think Authors use various techniques to convey a unique voice and style in 

their writing. One technique used in Back to My Country is rhetorical 

questions. Rhetorical questions are questions with obvious answers. 

Levy uses these throughout the text to develop ideas, build support 

for her position, and structure her essay. Rhetorical questions can help 

create an informal tone that enables readers to identify more closely 

with the author as a person. 

 

Analyzing the techniques an author uses to develop a unique voice is 

an important step in determining the effects of the author’s style— 

how it contributes to the overall effectiveness or beauty of a text. As 

you read today, think about how the author uses rhetorical questions 

in her writing. 

Read Reread paragraph 31 of Back to My Country and mark the rhetorical 

questions.  

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: In paragraph 31, what purpose do the rhetorical questions 

serve?  

 

You can use the following sentence frame to start your conversations: 

The rhetorical questions in paragraph 31 show 

_______________________________________ . If you need help, think 

about how effective the paragraph would be if the rhetorical 

questions were taken out. 

Write Write a paragraph in which you describe someone you know or have 

read about who has assimilated into a new culture. Use at least one 

rhetorical question in your paragraph. 

Closing ● Share your paragraph with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 16 

Day 2 

Write a paragraph in which you describe someone you know or have read about 

who has assimilated into a new culture. Use at least one rhetorical question in your 

paragraph. 
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Lesson 17 

Target I can determine an author’s point of view and purpose for writing a 

text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt)  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO G12_W4_L17 

Read Reread Back to My Country: An Essay.  

Think An author’s point of view is his or her beliefs, judgments, and attitudes 

towards a subject. An author’s purpose is his or her reason for writing 

(for example, to inform or reflect on a subject or experience). Authors 

often have multiple reasons for writing.  

 

Back to My Country is an essay. An essay is a short nonfiction piece 

that explores a specific topic and conveys an author’s ideas and 

opinions. There are two types of essays: formal and informal. Formal 

essays are written using an impersonal tone. Usually, essays about 

history and public policy are written as formal essays. Informal essays 

are written in a more relaxed style. They are written in a more 

conversational tone and can even include humor or reflections of 

how the author feels about a personal topic.  

 

Think about how Back to My Country: An Essay. What is the author’s 

point of view? Do you think the essay is formal or informal? Why? 

Talk Talk to a family member, friend, or classmate about the author’s point 

of view and why you think she wrote the essay. 

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions:  

• What type of essay is Back to My Own Country? Explain, using 

details from the text in your response. 

• What is the author’s point of view in Back to My Own Country? 

• What was the author’s purpose (or purposes) for writing Back to 

My Own Country?  

Closing ● With a friend or family member, share your opinion of whether 

you think the author was effective at conveying her purpose in 

the essay. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 17 
Day 1 

What type of essay is Back to My Own Country? Explain, using details from the text in 

your response. 

 

What is the author’s point of view in Back to My Own Country? 
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Lesson 18 

Target I can analyze the effectiveness of an author’s inclusion of personal 

experiences in an essay.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt)  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G12_W4_L18 

Read Reread Back to My Country: An Essay. Mark the parts of the text in 

which the author intersperses her personal experiences with historical 

information.        

Think Think about the author’s style of writing. We know from our last lesson 

that Back to My Country is an informal essay, but what emotional 

responses do the author’s words evoke in the reader? For example, 

after reading parts of the text and learning about the author’s 

personal experiences, do you feel sympathy, respect, or concern for 

the author – or something else? 

Talk Choose three different paragraphs in the text and talk to a family 

member, caregiver, or friend about how you feel about the author 

after reading each one. What words or phrases does the author use 

to evoke those feelings? 

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions: Was the 

author’s use of personal experiences in the essay effective in getting 

her point across? Why or why not? 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 18 
Day 4 

Was the author’s use of personal experiences in the essay effective in getting her 

point across? Why or why not? 
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Lesson 19 

Target I can write informative texts to examine and convey complex ideas 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Back to My Country: An Essay (excerpt)  

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W4_L19 

Read Reread the notes and annotations you’ve made on Back to My 

Country over the past several lessons.   

Think Think about how visiting Jamaica affected the author’s perceptions 

of her home (Britain).  

Talk Think about Britain’s actions in the Caribbean and how they treat the 

topic today. With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about 

the following question: How do these affect the author, who is of 

Caribbean heritage? 

Write On your note-catcher, write a two-paragraph informative response to 

answer the following question: How did British colonialism complicate 

the idea of home? 

 

Use at least two transition words or phrases (refer to your Week 1 

Learning Packet for examples if needed) and at least two vocabulary 

words from Week 4, Lesson 1 in your writing. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and relate it back to the 

essential question of the unit: “What does it mean to call a 

place home?” 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 19 
Day 5 

Write two paragraphs to answer the following question: How did British colonialism 

complicate the idea of home? Use at least one transition word or phrase (refer to 

your Week 1 Learning Packet for examples if needed) and at least one vocabulary 

word from Lesson 3 in your writing. Make sure to support your answer with evidence 

from the text.  
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/11/20 to 5/15/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions This week, we’ll learn about the history of Britain in an excerpt 

from A History of the English Church and People, a piece written 

by Bede in the eighth century. In this text, Bede discusses the 

physical location and size of Britain and Ireland and their early 

inhabitants. Bede includes vivid descriptions that allow us to infer 

the affection he had for his home country. His text will help you 

build background knowledge to explain Britain’s history.  

As you read, continue to keep the essential question of the unit in 

mind: What does it mean to call a place home? Additional 

guiding questions that you can keep in mind during the reading 

are listed below.  

If you have access to a smartphone or tablet, the free Pearson 

BouncePages app will be useful this week 

Guiding Question #1 What makes a place important enough to write about? 

Guiding Question #2 In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen, dictionary, device (optional) 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W5_L20 “A History of the English 

Church and People” 

Jump Start and Vocabulary activities 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W5_L21 “A History of the English 

Church and People” 

Read paragraphs 1 and 2 and 

determine author’s purpose 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W5_L22 “A History of the English 

Church and People” 

Read paragraph 3 and analyze details 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W5_L23 “A History of the English 

Church and People” 

Read paragraph 4 and list important 

characteristics from the text 

Day 5 ELA_G12_W5_L24 “A History of the English 

Church and People” 

Analyze details and connect text to 

essential question 

 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 20 

Target I can use my background knowledge and understanding of key 

vocabulary words to write about a topic. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A History of the English Church and People” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12__W5_L20 

Think Think about the following Jump Start question and answer it on your 

note-catcher:  

If you could travel back in time, what period of history would you 

most like to visit? What would you choose to do and see during your 

time there? 

Read Skim the text to get an idea of what kind of information you are going 

to be learning in each paragraph. Underline or put a star next to 

anything that stands out to you. 

Talk With a friend, family member, or caregiver, talk about the following 

vocabulary words: breadth, abounding, innumerable 

 

Answer the following questions in your conversation:  

Are you familiar with any of the words? Do you recognize the prefix, 

suffix, or base word of any of the words? 

 

After your discussion, guess the meaning of the words. Then, look up 

each word in the dictionary and write the definition on your note-

catcher. Use your definitions to answer the three vocabulary 

questions on your note-catcher. 

Write Write a response to the following prompt on your note-catcher:  

Write a short paragraph about a place you once visited. Make sure to 

use each vocabulary word (breadth, abounding, innumerable) at 

least once. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 20 
Day 1 

Jump Start question: If you could travel back in time, what period of history would 

you most like to visit? What would you choose to do and see during your time there? 

Write your definitions below. Then, answer the three questions. 

Breadth: 

 

Abounding: 

 

Innumerable: 

 

 
Write a short paragraph about a place you once visited. Make sure to use each 

vocabulary word (breadth, abounding, innumerable) at least once. 
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Lesson 21 

Target I can identify details in a text and use them to determine the purpose 

of key sections.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A History of the English Church and People” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12__W5_L21 

Read Read and annotate the Background section and paragraphs 1 and 2 

of the text. If you have a smartphone or tablet and have 

downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to scan the 

page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read along. 

 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

 

Reread paragraph 1 and underline the details Bede uses to describe 

Britain. Then, reread paragraph 2 and underline the details that tell 

you about the days and nights in Britain.  

Think and 

Talk 

Think about the following question and share your answer with a 

family member, friend, or caregiver: How does Britain’s latitude, or 

distance from the equator, affect the lengths of days and nights 

throughout the year? Talk about what other countries may have 

similar lengths of days and nights.  

Write On your note-catcher, write a paragraph to answer the following 

question: Why is paragraph 1 important to the text? Why do you think 

the author included all of these details?  

 

You can use the following sentence frame to help begin your 

response: Paragraph 1 is important to the “A History of the English 

Church and People” because _________________ . The author 

included the details in paragraph 1 to __________________ . Then, 

continue your response by including details from the text.  

Closing ● Share your paragraph with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 21 

Day 2 

Why is paragraph 1 important to the text? Why do you think the author included 

these details? 
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Lesson 22 

Target I can use details from a text to make inferences about the time period 

in which it was written. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

“A History of the English Church and People”  

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional)WATCH VIDEO 

ELA_G12__W5_L22 

Read Reread paragraphs 1 and 2 and read paragraph 3 for the first time. If 

you have a smartphone or tablet and have downloaded the 

BouncePages app, use your device to scan the page and hear the 

text read aloud to you while you read along. 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the paragraph by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that are compelling or 

stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

 

Reread paragraph 3 and underline the details that you think Bede 

could not actually have known. 

Think Think about the following question: Why do you think Bede wouldn’t 

have known the details you marked in this paragraph? 

Talk With a friend, family member, or caregiver, talk about the following 

question: Since Bede included details in paragraph 3 that he 

wouldn’t have actually known were true, what does that tell you 

about historical writing during his time? 

Write On your note-catcher, write a response to the following questions:  

• According to Bede, how does Latin unite Britain? 

• Into what nations is Britain divided at the time Bede is writing his 

history? 

• Based on the information you underlined in paragraph 3, how 

was historical writing in the eighth century different from 

nonfiction writing today? 

Closing ● With a friend or family member, share your opinion of whether 

you think the author was effective at conveying her purpose in 

the essay. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 22 
Day 3 

According to Bede, how does Latin unite Britain? 

Into what nations is Britain divided at the time Bede is writing his history? 

 

Based on the information you underlined in paragraph 3, how was historical writing 

in the eighth century different from nonfiction writing today? 
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Lesson 23 

Target I can determine the importance of details in a text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A History of the English Church and People” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12__W5_L23 

Read Reread paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 and read paragraph 4 for the first 

time. If you have a smartphone or tablet and have downloaded the 

BouncePages app, use your device to scan the page and hear the 

text read aloud to you while you read along. 

 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate by: 

• Marking the characteristics of Britain that are described in the 

text. 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

 

Then, reread paragraph 4 and underline the details Bede uses to 

describe reptiles in Ireland. 

Think Think about the following question: What claim does Bede make 

about reptiles in Ireland? 

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend, share what the text says 

about reptiles in Ireland and whether you think this is true.  

Then, talk about what you learned about the history of Britain and 

how it connects with what you may have already known about that 

part of the world.  

Write On your note-catcher, write a response to the following question:  

What claim does Bede make about reptiles in Ireland? 

 

Then, create a list of the most important characteristics of Britain that 

Bede describes in the text. 

Closing ● Share your list with someone and tell them which characteristics 

were new for you and which you already knew about. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 23 
Day 4 

What claim does Bede make about reptiles in Ireland? 

 

Create a list of the most important characteristics of Britain that Bede describes in 

the text. 
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Lesson 24 

Target I can evaluate different types of information in a historical text and 

connect a text to the unit’s essential question. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A History of the English Church and People” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12__W5_L24 

Think Jump Start (answer on your note-catcher): When reading the history 

of a particular place, what kinds of information do you expect to 

find? Is it important to you that the information be factual? 

 

Historical writing tells the story of past events using reliable evidence, 

such as eyewitness reports, documents, and facts. 

 

However, Bede lived at a time when even educated people were 

more superstitious and less informed than they are today. Also, his 

biases and beliefs affected his accounts. In Bede’s historical writing, 

therefore, you will find that some statements reflect superstition, 

rumor, incorrect information, or personal religious belief. It is not as 

accurate as more recent nonfiction texts.  

Read Reread the text. Mark examples you find of facts, superstition, and 

personal beliefs. 

Talk Talk with a friend, family member, or caregiver about the superstitious 

details and personal beliefs that Bede included in the text. Discuss the 

following question: Was it right for Bede to include these details in a 

historical text? Why or why not?  

Write On your note-catcher, complete the chart with examples of facts, 

superstitions, and personal beliefs you found in the text. 

 

Then, think about what this text has taught you about the meaning of 

home and write 3–5 sentences to answer the following question: What 

does it mean to call a place home? 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone; 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 24 
Day 5 

Jump Start: When reading the history of a particular place, what kinds of information 

do you expect to find? Is it important to you that the information be factual? 

Find examples of facts, superstitions, and personal beliefs in the text and write them 

in the table below.  

Element Examples 

facts  

superstitions  

personal beliefs  

 

Think about what this text has taught you about the meaning of home and write 3–5 

sentences to answer the following question: What does it mean to call a place 

home? 
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/18/20 to 5/22/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions This week, we will read an excerpt from the novel Buried Giants, 

by Kazuo Ishiguro. This novel features two elderly characters, Axl 

and Beatrice, who live in sixth-century Britain. In this excerpt, we 

will see how the storyteller describes rural Britain during this early 

time period and think about how this may differ from Bede’s 

description of Britain in last week’s text.  

As you read, continue to keep the essential question of the unit in 

mind: What does it mean to call a place home? Additional 

guiding questions that you can keep in mind during the reading 

are listed below.  

If you have access to a smartphone or tablet, the free Pearson 

BouncePages app will be useful this week. This app will provide 

you with an audio version of the text that you can use to support 

your learning. 

Guiding Question #1 What makes a place important enough to write about? 

Guiding Question #2 In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen, dictionary, device (optional) 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12__W6_L25 “Buried GIant” First Read and summarize the text 

Day 2 ELA_G12__W6_L26 “Buried GIant” Reread to focus on the setting and 

use details to draw pictures 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W6_L27 “Buried GIant” Read paragraph 4 and compare 

with a previous text 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W6_L28 “Buried GIant” Read paragraphs 5 and 6 and 

connect to guiding question 

Day 5 _ELA_G12_W6_L29 “Buried GIant” Reread text and connect to 

essential question 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 25 

Target I can read and summarize a narrative text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Buried Giant” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W6_L25 

Read Read and annotate the text, including the “About the Author” and 

Background sections of the text. If you have a smartphone or tablet 

and have downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to 

scan the page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read 

along. 

 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins.  

Think Think about the end of this excerpt. What do you think will happen 

next in the story?    

 

Then, look back at the unfamiliar words that you circled. Look for 

context clues in the surrounding sentences that may give you a clue 

to the meaning of the word.  

Talk Describe Axl and Beatrice to a friend, family member, or caregiver. 

Write On your note-catcher, write a 5–7 sentence summary of “Buried 

Giant”. Remember that a summary is a clear, concise, and objective 

overview of a text. 

 

Then, use a dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words that you 

circled. Write the definitions on your note-catcher. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 25 
Day 1 

On your note-catcher, write a 5–7 sentence summary of “Buried Giant”. Remember 

that a summary is a clear, concise, and objective overview of a text. 

Use a dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words that you circled during your first 

read. Write the words and definitions below. 
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Lesson 26 

Target I can visualize the setting of a story using key details from a text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Buried Giant” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W6_L26 

Read Reread “Buried Giant.” If you have a smartphone or tablet and have 

downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to scan the 

page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read along. 

Think Underline the details on paragraphs 1, 3, 4, and 8 that relate to the 

setting of the story.  

Talk Describe where Axl and Beatrice live a family member, caregiver, or 

friend.  

Write Use details from the text to draw two pictures of the setting of the 

story: 

• First, draw a picture of the two warrens and where they are in 

relation to each other and to the hill. 

• Then, draw a picture of the inside of the warren and the door to 

Axl and Beatrice’s chamber.  

 

Use words from the text to label your pictures.  

Closing ● Share your drawings with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 26 

Day 2 

Use details from the text to draw a picture of the two warrens and where they are in 

relation to each other and to the hill. Use words from the text to label your picture. 

Use details from the text to draw a picture of the inside of the warren and the door 

to Axl and Beatrice’s chamber. Use words from the text to label your picture. 
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Lesson 27 

Target I can analyze the author’s word choices to determine their effect on 

the reader. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Buried Giant”  

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W6_L27 

Read Reread paragraph 4. If you have a smartphone or tablet and have 

downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to scan the 

page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read along. 

Think Mark the sentences in which the storyteller speaks directly to the 

readers.  

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: What is the storyteller telling the readers in the sentences 

you marked? Why do you think he started talking directly to the 

reader? 

Write On your note-catcher, write a response to the following questions:  

• How does the storyteller feel about ancient rural Britain? How 

do you know? 

• How is the storyteller’s depiction of Britain different from Bede’s 

description in “A History of the English Church and People” (last 

week’s text)? 

Closing ● With a friend or family member, share your responses. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 27 
Day 3 

How does the storyteller feel about ancient rural Britain? How do you know? 

 

How is the storyteller’s depiction of Britain different from Bede’s description in “A 

History of the English Church and People” (last week’s text)? 
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Lesson 28 

Target I can connect ideas from a text to the essential question of the unit.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Buried Giant” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W6_L28 

Read Reread “Buried Giant”. In paragraphs 5 and 6, mark the words and 

phrases that describe how Axl feels.  

Think Think about the following question: Why might Axl be feeling this way? 

What details does the author provide to help you answer this 

question? 

Talk Talk to a family member, caregiver, or friend about the following 

questions: How is this text connected to others in the unit? Why do 

you think this text belongs in this unit? 

Write What has reading this novel excerpt helped you understand about 

what people call home? 

 

Write 5–7 sentences to answer the following question: What does it 

mean to call a place home?  

 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Closing ● Share your response with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 28 
Day 4 

Write 5–7 sentences to answer the following questions:  

What does it mean to call a place home? What has reading this novel excerpt 

helped you understand about what people call home? 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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Lesson 29 

Target I can find details in a text that connect to a guiding question from the 

unit. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Buried Giant” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W6_L29 

Read Reread “Buried Giant”. 

Think Mark places in the text that describe Axl and Beatrice’s harsh living 

conditions. Then, mark the words and phrases that provide insight into 

how they feel about their home. 

Talk Talk with a friend, family member, or caregiver about the following 

question: How do Axl and Beatrice feel about their home? Has this 

feeling changed over time?    

Write What has reading this excerpt of “Buried Giant” helped you 

understand about the ways a home is both a place and a state of 

mind?  

 

Write two paragraphs on your note-catcher to answer the following 

guiding question from the unit: In what ways is home both a place 

and a state of mind?  

 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer.   

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 29 
Day 5 

Write two paragraphs to answer the following question: In what ways is home both a 

place and a state of mind? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/26/20 to 5/29/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions This week, we will read “Escape from the Old Country,” a poem 

by Adrienne Su. It is about being the child of parents who 

immigrated to the United States from China. Like much of her 

work, the poem describes what it means to be a member of a 

community, whether it be a family, a neighborhood, or an ethnic 

group. In “Escape from the Old Country,” you’ll read about Su’s 

ideas of home being related to one’s ancestors. 

 

As you read, continue to keep the essential question of the unit in 

mind: What does it mean to call a place home? Additional 

guiding questions that you can keep in mind during the reading 

are listed below.  

 

If you have access to a smartphone or tablet, the free Pearson 

BouncePages app will be useful this week. This app will provide 

you with an audio version of the text that you can use to support 

your learning. 

Guiding Question #1 What makes a place important enough to write about? 

Guiding Question #2 In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen, dictionary, device (optional) 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W7_L30 “Escape from the Old 

Country” 

First read and make 

connections 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W7_L31 “Escape from the Old 

Country” 

Reread lines 1–17, answer 

questions, and paraphrase 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W7_L32 

 

“Escape from the Old 

Country” 

Reread lines 20–28, answer 

questions, and paraphrase 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W7_L33 “Escape from the Old 

Country” 

Determine theme and 

connection to essential 

question 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 30 

Target I can read a poem and connect its message with a movie, song, or 

piece of art. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Escape from the Old Country” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W7_L30 

Read Read the “About the Author” and background information sections 

at the bottom of page 2. Then, do a first read of the poem. If you 

have a smartphone or tablet and have downloaded the 

BouncePages app, use your device to scan the page and hear the 

text read aloud to you while you read along. 

 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the poem by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that seem particularly 

important, powerful, or beautiful. 

• Taking notes that capture the feeling the poem conveys.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins. 

Think Think about the poem. What movies, songs, or pieces of art does the 

poem remind you of?  

Talk With a friend, family member, or caregiver, talk about your first 

impression of the poem and what you think the author’s message is. 

Write Write a response to the following prompt on your note-catcher:  

Think of a movie, song, or piece of art that the poem reminds you of. 

Write 3–5 sentences about how the two are connected.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 30 
Day 1 

Think of a movie, song, or piece of art that the poem reminded you of. Write 3–5 

sentences about how the two are connected. 
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Lesson 31 

Target I can read a poem and answer questions about specific details.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Escape from the Old Country” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W7_L31 

Read Read the poem. If you have a smartphone or tablet and have 

downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to scan the 

page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read along. 

 

Reread lines 1–4 and answer the first Think and Talk question below. 

Then, reread lines 12–16 and answer the second Think and Talk 

question below. After that, reread line 17 and answer the third Think 

and Talk question below. 

Think and 

Talk 

Think about what the author is talking about in lines 1–4. What is “one” 

referring to? How does this connect to what you learned about the 

author in Lesson 1? Share your thinking with a friend, family member, 

or caregiver. 

 

In lines 12–16, think about what the author is trying to imagine. What 

does she mean by “tried to imagine being nothing”? Share your 

thinking with a friend, family member, or caregiver.  

 

In line 17, think about what the poet means by “the land occupies 

the person.” Do you agree? Discuss your answer with a friend, 

caregiver, or family member.  

Write On your note-catcher, write responses to the following questions: 

• What type of journey has the speaker never had to take? 

• What does the speaker try to imagine being? 

• What does the poet mean by the phrase “the land occupies 

the person”?  

 

Then, paraphrase lines 1–19 of the poem on your note-catcher.  

Closing ● Share your answers with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 31 

Day 2 

What type of journey has the speaker never had to take? 

 

What does the speaker try to imagine being? 

 

What does the poet mean by the phrase “the land occupies the person”?  

 

Paraphrase lines 1–19 of the poem. 
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Lesson 32 

Target I can analyze how a poet’s word choice to determine their intended 

audience. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Escape from the Old Country” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W7_L32 

Read Reread the poem. If you have a smartphone or tablet and have 

downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to scan the 

page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read along. 

Then, reread lines 20–24 and answer the Think and Talk question 

below. 

Think and 

Talk 

In lines 20–24, what is the poet saying that tradition does? Share your 

thinking with a friend, family member, or caregiver.  

 

The vantage point from which a narrative is told is called the point of 

view. Authors determine which point of view to use by the voice they 

choose to relate the events. In a poem that uses the first-person point 

of view, events or experiences are related through the speaker’s own 

eyes. 

 

Poets often chose a specific audience, too. In direct address, the 

speaker speaks directly to the audience. The speaker might name a 

specific person to whom they are talking, or they might use “you” or 

“we” to show that the reader is the audience. Another type of 

audience is an implied audience, or an audience that is hinted at but 

not explicitly stated. Instead, readers must infer who the audience is 

using clues in the text. 

Write On your note-catcher, list the clues that give you hints about who the 

audience is supposed to be.  

 

Then, answer the following question: According to the poet, what 

does tradition do? 

 

Finally, paraphrase lines 20–28 of the poem on your note-catcher.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 32 
Day 3 

Use details from the poem to complete the following the table. 

Details related to the 

audience 

Direct address or Implied 

audience? 

Who or what is the 

audience? 

   

 

According to the poet, what does tradition do? 

 

 

 

 

 

Paraphrase lines 20–28 of the poem. 
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Lesson 33 

Target I can determine the theme of a poem and connect it to the essential 

question of the unit.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Escape from the Old Country” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W7_L33 

Read Reread lines 20–24 of “Escape from the Old Country.” 

Think and 

Talk 

A universal theme is an idea about life that is expressed in just about 

every culture and era. It is a message that every reader will recognize. 

Some universal themes are about the value of love, the need for 

honesty, and the horrors of war. 

 

A culturally specific theme is more meaningful to some cultures than 

others. For example, themes about unwavering obedience of 

offspring and ancestor worship are themes in some Asian cultures but 

not all cultures. A culturally specific theme might also relate to a 

work’s historical context, or the time period in which it was written. 

 

Think about the theme of lines 20–24 and whether it is universal or 

culturally specific. Talk about your answer with a friend, family 

member, or caregiver.  

Write On your note-catcher, write a 4–6 sentence response to each of the 

following questions. Use details from the poem to support each of 

your answers.: 

• What is the theme of “Escape from the Old Country”? 

• In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind?  

Closing ● Share your responses with someone and connect them to the 

essential question: What does it mean to call a place home?  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 33 
Day 4 

Write a 4–6 sentence response to the following question. Use details from the 

poem to support your answer: What is the theme of “Escape from the Old 

Country”? 

 

Write a 4–6 sentence response to the following question. Use details from the 

poem to support your answer: In what ways is home both a place and a state of 

mind? 
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 6/1/20 to 6/5/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   
 

Directions This week, we will read “My Old Home,” a short story by Lu Hsun.  

It is a first-person narrative of a man who travels to his old home 

to move his remaining family closer to his current home. He is 

shocked by his memory of his home and what he now sees. 

When he meets with a childhood friend, he realizes that class 

distinctions have created a barrier between them. He observes 

that only the children, his young nephew and the son of his old 

friend, are comfortable with each other now. 

 

As you read, keep the essential question of the unit in mind: What 

does it mean to call a place home? Additional guiding questions 

that you can keep in mind during the reading are listed below.  

 

If you have access to a smartphone or tablet, the free Pearson 

BouncePages app will be useful this week.  

Guiding Question #1 What makes a place important enough to write about? 

Guiding Question #2 In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen, dictionary, device (optional) 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W8_L34 “My Old Home” Jump Start and Vocabulary activities, 

Read About the Author and Background 

Day 2 ELA_ 

G12_W8_L35 

“My Old Home” Read paragraphs 1–29, summarize, 

answer questions 

Day 3 ELA_ 

G12_W8_L36 

“My Old Home” Read paragraphs 30–52, summarize, 

answer questions 

Day 4 ELA_ 

G12_W8_L37 

“My Old Home” Read paragraphs 53–end, summarize, 

answer questions 

Day 5 ELA_ 

G12_W8_L38 

“My Old Home” Analyze details, connect text to guiding 

question 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 34 

Target I can define key vocabulary and use my background knowledge to 

answer questions. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“My Old Home” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W8_L34 

Think Jump Start (answer on note-catcher): Think about the friends you’ve 

had over the past 10–15 years. What lessons have you learned about 

friendship? Compared to high school, was it easier or more difficult to 

be a good friend in elementary school?  

Read Read the About the Author and Background sections on page 2 of 

this packet. As you read, circle any words that are unfamiliar to you. 

Talk In the Background section, you learn that the story will be about two 

friends who have led very different lives since the time they were 

childhood friends. Think about characters from a movie or television 

show that this may remind you of and share your thinking with a 

friend, caregiver, or family member. 

Write On your note-catcher, define the two vocabulary words for this text: 

desolate, strike 

 

Then, use a dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words that you circled 

during your reading. Write the definitions on your note-catcher. 

Closing ● Share your writing from the Jump Start with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 34 
Day 1 

Write your response to the following Jump Start question: Think about the friends 

you’ve had over the past 10–15 years. What lessons have you learned about 

friendship? Compared to high school, was it easier or more difficult to be a good 

friend in elementary school? 

Use a dictionary to define the following words: 

• Desolate 

 

• Strike 

Use a dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words you circled during your reading of 

the About the Author and Background sections. Write the words and definitions 

below. 
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Lesson 35 

Target I can annotate a text and use key details to determine the narrator’s feelings.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“My Old Home” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W8_L35 

Read Read paragraphs 1–29 of “My Old Home.” If you have a smartphone or 

tablet and have downloaded the BouncePages app, use your device to 

scan the page and hear the text read aloud to you while you read along. 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you have about 

the text in the margins.  

Reread paragraphs 1–6. Mark the words that describe the physical 

appearance of the narrator’s home. Then, mark the words that describe the 

narrator’s feelings toward his home – both 20 years ago and today. 

Think Think about the words you marked in paragraphs 1–6. How has the narrator’s 

feeling towards his home changed over the years? Why?  

Then, look back at the unfamiliar words that you circled. Look for context 

clues in the surrounding sentences that may give you a clue to the meaning 

of the word.  

Talk Talk to a friend, family member, or caregiver about the narrator’s changing 

feelings about his home. 

Write On your note-catcher, write a 3–5 sentence summary of paragraphs 1–29. 

Remember that a summary is a clear, concise, and objective overview of a 

text. 

Then, answer the following questions: 

• Why is the narrator returning to his old home? 

• Why does the narrator’s home look different to him now than it did 20 

years ago, even though he says that his home “was always like this”? 

• Why is the narrator’s mother somewhat sad when he returns home? 

Closing Share your summary with someone. After you complete your assignment to 

read a book for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 35 

Day 2 

Write a 3–5 sentence summary of paragraphs 1–29. Remember that a summary is a 

clear, concise, and objective overview of a text. 

 

Why is the narrator returning to his old home? 

 

Why does the narrator’s home look different to him now than it did 20 years ago, 

even though he says that his home “was always like this”? 

 

Why is the narrator’s mother somewhat sad when he returns home? 
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Lesson 36 

Target I can use details from the text to answer questions. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

“My Old Home” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device (optional) 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W8_L36 

Read Read paragraphs 30–52 of “My Old Home.” If you have a smartphone 

or tablet and have downloaded the BouncePages app, use your 

device to scan the page and hear the text read aloud to you while 

you read along. 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins.  

Then, reread paragraphs 44–49. 

Think Think about the interaction between the narrator and Mrs. Yang. Why 

do you think Mrs. Yang was indignant and looked at the narrator with 

contempt? Then, look back at the unfamiliar words that you circled. 

Look for context clues in the surrounding sentences that may give you 

a clue to the meaning of the word.  

Talk The narrator says that Mrs. Yang looked at him, “just as one 

might look at a Frenchman who had never heard of Napoleon or 

an American who had never heard of Washington.” Talk to a friend, 

family member, or friend as to what the narrator means by this. Why 

might Mrs. Yang have had that reaction? 

Write On your note-catcher, write a 3–5 sentence summary of paragraphs 

30–52. Remember that a summary is a clear, concise, and objective 

overview of a text. 

Then, answer the following questions: 

• What do we learn about Jun-tu in this section? 

• In paragraph 32, was the narrator’s mother right to say that she 

needed to watch the people? Why or why not? 

• Why does Mrs. Yang call the narrator “Master” in paragraph 

47? 

Closing • Share your responses with someone.  

• After you complete your assignment, read a book for 20 

minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 36 
Day 3 

On your note-catcher, write a 3–5 sentence summary of paragraphs 30–52. 

Remember that a summary is a clear, concise, and objective overview of a text. 

What do we learn about Jun-tu in this section? 

 

In paragraph 32, was the narrator’s mother right to say that she needed to watch 

the people? Why or why not? 

Why does Mrs. Yang call the narrator “Master” in paragraph 47? 
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Lesson 37 

Target I can use details from the text to answer questions. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

“My Old Home” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W8_L37 

Read Read paragraphs 53–88 of “My Old Home.” If you have a smartphone 

or tablet and have downloaded the BouncePages app, use your 

device to scan the page and hear the text read aloud to you while 

you read along. 

 

As you listen to the text and read along, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins.  

 

Reread paragraphs 54–72. Mark the words that show how Jun-tu has 

changed over time. 

Think Think about the following question: In paragraph 59, why does the 

narrator say, “I felt a shiver run through me”? 

Talk Talk to a family member, caregiver, or friend about the following 

questions: How does the narrator feel about seeing Jun-tu? 

Write On your note-catcher, write a 3–5 sentence summary of paragraphs 

53–88. Remember that a summary is a clear, concise, and objective 

overview of a text. 

 

Then, answer the following questions: Why is the relationship between 

the narrator and Jun-tu different now that they are adults? 

 

Finally, think about what reading this text has helped you understand 

about what people call home. Then, write 5–7 sentences to answer 

the following question: What does it mean to call a place home? Use 

evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Closing ● Share your response with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 37 
Day 4 

Write a 3–5 sentence summary of paragraphs 53–88. Remember that a summary is a 

clear, concise, and objective overview of a text. 

Why is the relationship between the narrator and Jun-tu different now that they are 

adults? 

Think about what reading this text has helped you understand about what people 

call home. Write 5–7 sentences to answer the following question: What does it mean 

to call a place home? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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Lesson 38 

Target I can connect my understanding of a text to a guiding question from 

the unit. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“My Old Home” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W8_L38 

Read Reread paragraphs 84–88. In paragraph 84, mark the words that tell 

you why the author feels the way that he does. In paragraph 86, mark 

the words and phrases that describe the hopes of the narrator.  

Think Think about the following question: What is the narrator’s main hope 

for his nephew Hung-erh and Jun-tu’s son Shui-sheng? 

Talk Talk with a friend, family member, or caregiver about the following 

question: Do you think the speaker will ever try again to contact Jun-

tu? Why or why not? 

Write Answer the following questions on your note-catcher: 

• What is meaningful about the description of how the speaker’s 

nephew and Jun-tu’s son behave during Jun-tu’s visit with the 

narrator? 

• How did seeing Jun-tu affect the way the narrator feels in 

paragraph 84? 

 

Then, think about how reading “My Old Home” has helped you 

understand about the ways a home is both a place and a state of 

mind. Write two paragraphs on your note-catcher to answer the 

following guiding question from the unit: In what ways is home both a 

place and a state of mind? Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer.   

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 38 
Day 5 

What is meaningful about the description of how the speaker’s nephew and Jun-

tu’s son behave during Jun-tu’s visit with the narrator? 

 

How did seeing Jun-tu affect the way the narrator feels in paragraph 84? 

 

Think about how reading “My Old Home” has helped you understand about the 

ways a home is both a place and a state of mind. Write two paragraphs to answer 

the following question: In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? Use 

evidence from the text to support your answer.   
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 6/8/20 to 6/12/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions This week, we will read “Military bases build communities, support 

families,” an article from the Los Angeles Times. We will learn 

about the evolution of military bases and how the bases can 

provide support to the families of military members.  

 

As you read the article, keep the essential question of the unit in 

mind: What does it mean to call a place home? Additional 

guiding questions that you can keep in mind during the reading 

are listed below.  

 

 

Guiding Question #1 What makes a place important enough to write about? 

Guiding Question #2 In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen, dictionary 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W9_L39 “Military bases build 

communities, support 

families” 

Read the text, annotate, 

summarize 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W9_L40 “Military bases build 

communities, support 

families” 

Reread the text, annotate, 

answer questions 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W9_L41 “Military bases build 

communities, support 

families” 

Reread sections, annotate, 

answer questions 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W9_L42 “Military bases build 

communities, support 

families” 

Reread the text, annotate, 

answer questions 

Day 5 G12_W9_L43 “Military bases build 

communities, support 

families” 

Analyze details, connect text to 

essential question 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 39 

Target I can read and write a summary of an article. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Military bases build communities, support families” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W9_L39 

Read Read “Military bases build communities, support families.”  

As you read, annotate the passage by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins.  

 

Then, reread the text and mark details the author shares about what 

is available at Camp Pendleton. What impression do those details 

give of life at the camp?   

Think Think about what is available at Camp Pendleton and why families 

may want to live there.  

Talk With a family, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following question: 

What impression do the details about Camp Pendleton give of life at 

the camp? 

Write On your note-catcher, summarize the text in 5–7 sentences. 

Remember that a summary is a concise and objective overview of 

the text.  

 

Then, use your dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words you circled 

during your reading and write the definitions on your note-catcher. 

Closing ● Share your summary with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 39 
Day 1 

On your note-catcher, summarize the text in 5–7 sentences. Remember that a 

summary is a concise and objective overview of the text.  

Use a dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words you circled during your reading. 

Write the words and definitions below. 
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Lesson 40 

Target I can identify and evaluate evidence in a text to support a claim.   

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Military bases build communities, support families” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W9_L40 

Read Reread the article. Mark the statistics the author uses to describe the 

nature of military life. Then, mark the anecdotes and quotes that are 

used.   

 

After that, mark the evidence the author uses to support the claim that 

Camp Pendleton is well-connected with the surrounding community 

and the evidence against this claim. 

Think Think about the following question: Which of the statistics, anecdotes, or 

quotes you underlined give you the clearest picture of military life?  

Talk With a friend, family member, of caregiver, answer the following 

question: How connected is Camp Pendleton with the surrounding 

community?  

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions:  

• How does the author use statistics to describe the nature of 

military life? How does the author use anecdotes and quotes? 

Which makes a more powerful impression on the reader? Why? 

• Evidence is presented in the article to support the claim that 

Camp Pendleton is well-connected with the surrounding 

community. What is an especially effective piece of evidence 

presented? What makes that evidence effective? 

• Evidence is also presented in the article to support the claim that 

Camp Pendleton is now less connected with the surrounding 

community. What is an especially effective piece of evidence 

presented? What makes that evidence effective? 

Closing • Share your responses with someone.  

• After you complete your assignment, remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 40 

Day 2 

How does the author use statistics to describe the nature of military life? How does 

the author use anecdotes and quotes? Which makes a more powerful impression on 

the reader? Why? 

 

 

Evidence is presented in the article to support the claim that Camp Pendleton is 

well-connected with the surrounding community. What is an especially effective 

piece of evidence presented? What makes that evidence effective? 

 

Evidence is also presented in the article to support the claim that Camp Pendleton is 

now less connected with the surrounding community. What is an especially effective 

piece of evidence presented? What makes that evidence effective? 
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Lesson 41 

Target I can analyze details the author uses to contrast two ideas. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Military bases build communities, support families” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W9_L41 

Read Reread the “Evolution of Base Living” section in the article and mark 

the words and phrases the author uses to contrast present life at 

Camp Pendleton with how it was in the past.  

Think Think about the following question: Are families more supported by 

Camp Pendleton now than they may have been in the past? 

Talk With a friend, family member, or caregiver, talk about the following 

question: What features of Camp Pendleton add to the feeling of 

support that military families feel they have there? 

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following question in 3–5 

sentences. Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

  

Throughout the article, the author contrasts present life at Camp 

Pendleton with how it was in the past. What is the effect of those 

contrasts on how we understand community in the military today?  

Closing • Share your response with someone.  

• After you complete your assignment, read a book for 20 

minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 41 
Day 3 

Answer the following question in 3–5 sentences. Throughout the article, the author 

contrasts present life at Camp Pendleton with how it was in the past. What is the 

effect of those contrasts on how we understand community in the military today? 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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Lesson 42 

Target I can annotate a text and analyze key details. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Military bases build communities, support families” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W9_L42 

Read Reread the article and mark the details the author uses to describe 

the interaction between Camp Pendleton and the surrounding 

community in San Diego. 

Think Think about the following question: Why might only one-third of 

married Marines live on the base? 

Talk Talk to a friend, family member, of caregiver about the following 

question: How does the author explain the idea that civilians may not 

understand the lives of military families?  

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following question in 5–7 

sentences:  

 

We often think of “home” as being a self-contained place, but this 

article explores how the “home” of Camp Pendleton interacts with 

the community around it, San Diego. How does Camp Pendleton’s 

separation increase the feeling of “home” for military families? How 

does the separation decrease the feeling of “home”? 

Closing ● Share your response with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 42 
Day 4 

On your note-catcher, answer the following question in 5–7 sentences:  

 

We often think of “home” as being a self-contained place, but this article explores 

how the “home” of Camp Pendleton interacts with the community around it, San 

Diego. How does Camp Pendleton’s separation increase the feeling of “home” for 

military families? How does the separation decrease the feeling of “home”? 
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Lesson 43 

Target I can use my understanding of a text to respond to the unit’s essential 

question. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Military bases build communities, support families” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W9_L43 

Read Reread the article and the notes and annotations you made this 

week. 

Think and 

Talk 

Think about the questions below. Share your answers with a friend, 

family member, or caregiver:  

What do military families appreciate most about Camp Pendleton? 

What might they find to be challenging? 

Write Think about what reading this text has helped you understand about 

what people call home. Then, write two paragraphs to answer the 

following question: What does it mean to call a place home?  

 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 

 

  

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 136 of 149 

 

Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 43 
Day 5 

Think about what reading this article has helped you understand about what 

people call home. Then, write two paragraphs to answer the following question: 

What does it mean to call a place home? Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer. 
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Grade 12 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 6/15/20 to 6/19/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions This week, we will read “Colorful fabric structures at Smithsonian 

explore what home means,” an article from the Washington Post. 

This article is about an art exhibition designed by Do Ho Suh in 

which he expresses his feelings of home. You will learn about the 

main part of his exhibit, a structure called “Almost Home,” and  

about his view of moving from one country to another.  

As you read the article, keep the essential question of the unit in 

mind: What does it mean to call a place home? Additional 

guiding questions that you can keep in mind during the reading 

are listed below.  

Guiding Question #1 What makes a place important enough to write about? 

Guiding Question #2 In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, pencil/pen, dictionary 
 

 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G12_W10_L44 “Colorful fabric structures at 

Smithsonian explore what home 

means” 

Vocabulary activity, 

read the text, summarize 

Day 2 ELA_G12_W10_L45 “Colorful fabric structures at 

Smithsonian explore what home 

means” 

Reread for figurative 

language, answer 

questions 

Day 3 ELA_G12_W10_L46 “Colorful fabric structures at 

Smithsonian explore what home 

means” 

Reread sections, 

annotate, answer 

questions 

Day 4 ELA_G12_W10_L47 “Colorful fabric structures at 

Smithsonian explore what home 

means” 

Analyze details, connect 

text to guiding question 

Day 5 ELA_G12_W10_L48 “Colorful fabric structures at 

Smithsonian explore what home 

means” 

Analyze details, connect 

text to essential question 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 44 

Target I can read and summarize an article. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Colorful fabric structures at Smithsonian explore what home means” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Dictionary 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W10_L44 

Think Think about the following vocabulary words: confine, alienate, 

impose 

 

How familiar are these words to you? Do you know their definitions? 

Read Read “Colorful fabric structures at Smithsonian explore what home 

means.”  

 

As you read, annotate the text by: 

• Underlining words, phrases, or sentences that stand out to you.   

• Drawing a box any unfamiliar words or phrases. 

• Writing down any reactions, opinions, or questions that you 

have about the text in the margins.  

Talk With a family, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following question: 

What was the article about? 

Write On your note-catcher, summarize the text in 5–7 sentences. 

Remember that a summary is a concise and objective overview of 

the text.  

 

Then, use your dictionary to look up the three vocabulary words from 

this text (confine, alienate, impose) and any unfamiliar words you 

circled during your reading. Write the definitions on your note-

catcher. 

Closing ● Share your summary with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 44 
Day 1 

On your note-catcher, summarize the text in 5–7 sentences. Remember that a 

summary is a concise and objective overview of the text.  

Use your dictionary to look up the three vocabulary words from this text (confine, 

alienate, impose) and any unfamiliar words you circled during your reading. Write 

the words and definitions below.  
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Lesson 45 

Target I can identify and analyze the use of figurative language in a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Colorful fabric structures at Smithsonian explore what home means” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W10_L45 

Read Reread the article. Mark the simile at the top of the second page. 

Remember that a simile is a figure of speech that compares one thing 

with another using the words like or as.  

 

Then, mark the words and phrases in the article that describe Suh’s art.  

 

Finally, reread the paragraph that begins, “As we all move [. . .],” and 

the paragraph that begins “I’m interested in the space [. . .]” and mark 

the words and phrases that add rhythm to the sentences. 

Think Think about the following question: What animal does Suh compare 

himself to?  

Talk Read the examples of rhythm you marked in the two paragraphs aloud 

to a friend, family member, of caregiver. Talk about the following 

question: What is the effect of structuring the sentences in this way?  

Write On your note-catcher, answer the following questions:  

• What animal does Suh compare himself to as he moves from 

place to place? Why is that a powerful simile? What does it say 

about the nature of home? 

• Return to the descriptions of Suh’s art. Based on those details, 

what has Suh “carried with him” from his past homes?  

• Return to the words and phrases that add rhythm to the two 

paragraphs that you reread. Why would Suh put these sentences 

together in that way? What is the impression created by the 

rhythm and repetition? 

Closing • Share your responses with someone.  

• After you complete your assignment, remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 45 

Day 2 

What animal does Suh compare himself to as he moves from place to place? Why is 

that a powerful simile? What does it say about the nature of home? 

 

Return to the descriptions of Suh’s art. Based on those details, what has Suh “carried 

with him” from his past homes?  

Return to the words and phrases that add rhythm to the two paragraphs that you 

reread. Why would Suh put these sentences together in that way? What is the 

impression created by the rhythm and repetition? 
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Lesson 46 

Target I can use key details to answer questions about a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Colorful fabric structures at Smithsonian explore what home means” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W10_L46 

Read Reread the parts you marked in the previous lesson that described 

Suh’s art.  

 

Then, reread the article and mark the places where “memory” is 

referred to (both directly and indirectly).   

Think Think about the following question: How does Suh approach creating 

his art? 

Talk With a friend, family member, or caregiver, talk about the following 

question: How are memories related to the feeling of one’s home?  

Write On your note-catcher, answer the questions below in 3–5 sentences. 

Use evidence from the text to support your answers. 

• Mark the detailed descriptions of Suh’s art piece. What do 

those details tell you about how Suh approaches creating his 

art?  

• Two places in the article explicitly mention “memory” in relation 

to home. Review the article for places where memory is 

referred to more indirectly. What is the article and Suh’s art 

saying about “home” and “memory?”  

Closing • Share your responses with someone.  

• After you complete your assignment, read a book for 20 

minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 46 
Day 3 

Write 3–5 sentences to answer the following question: 

Mark the detailed descriptions of Suh’s art piece. What do the descriptions of Suh’s 

art pieces tell you about how Suh approaches creating his art? Use evidence from 

the text to support your answer. 

 

Write 3–5 sentences to answer the following question: 

Look back at where “memory” is mentioned in the article directly and where it is 

referred to more indirectly. What is the article and Suh’s art saying about “home” 

and “memory?” Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  
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Lesson 47 

Target I can connect ideas from a text to a guiding question from the unit. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Colorful fabric structures at Smithsonian explore what home means” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W10_L47 

Read Starting from the paragraph that begins, "As we all move . . . ,” reread 

the article to the end.   

 

Mark the words and phrases that tell the reader how Suh feels about 

moving.  

Think Think about the following question: Is it easy or difficult for Suh to move 

from one place to another.  

Talk Talk to a friend, family member, of caregiver about the following 

question: What types of spaces is Suh interested in? Why do you think 

this is?  

Write On your note-catcher, write two paragraphs to answer the following 

question: In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 

Closing ● Share your response with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 47 
Day 4 

Write two paragraphs to answer the following question:  

In what ways is home both a place and a state of mind? 
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Lesson 48 

Target I can use my understanding of a text to respond to the unit’s essential 

question. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Colorful fabric structures at Smithsonian explore what home means” 

Note-catcher, Pencil 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G12_W10_L48 

Read Reread the article and the notes and annotations you made this 

week. 

Think and 

Talk 

Think about the question below. Share your answers with a friend, 

family member, or caregiver:  

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “No matter 

where a person is from, they all have the same idea of home.” Why? 

What do you think Suh would think? Why? 

Write Think about what reading this text has helped you understand about 

what people call home. Then, write two paragraphs to answer the 

following question: What does it mean to call a place home?  

 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 48 
Day 5 

Think about what reading this article has helped you understand about what 

people call home. Then, write two paragraphs to answer the following question: 

What does it mean to call a place home? Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer. 
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