
Grade 11 

Reading/ ELA 



 
 

 

Dear DPSCD Parents and Guardians,   

Welcome to the Weekly Distance Learning packet! This packet is designed to be 
utilized for student learning during this extended school closure. Within this document, 
you will find ten weeks’ worth of ELA/Literacy lessons for your child. Each week 
contains lessons that should be completed daily during the school week. The lessons 
are designed to take approximately one hour each day to complete and 
each lesson has a direct instruction video that is intended to offer a modeling or 
example of the learning activity and launch students into the day’s lessons. Videos 
can be accessed on the District’s YouTube channel and by searching the video title 
under each lesson on www.detroitk12.org/youtube. Within this packet there are 
directions for fluency practice that should be followed each week and a reading log 
to record daily independent reading.  Each week is designed for students to watch a 
video, read a text daily and complete a lesson activity.  Classroom teachers will 
support students with these daily lessons and activities in their virtual classrooms.  

As a reminder, if additional support is needed, classroom teachers will be available to 
support students via virtual classroom or phone conversations.  The lessons were 
designed to ensure that families and students can complete the activities on their own 
if needed, and follow a consistent daily structure of read, think, talk, write.  After your 
child has gone through the routine a few times they will become more independent in 
their learning.   

Please know that your family’s needs are very important to us and we appreciate your 
dedication to your child’s academic success.   

Best regards,   

  

April Imperio   
Executive Director K-12 Literacy & Early Learning  
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Oral Reading Fluency Directions 
 

Directions for high school students: 
• Time yourself for the first minute reading the first page of each week’s passage. 

Record the number of words read in a minute. 
o Mark # of words read_______ 

• Then do the following subtraction formula to see how many words you read 
correct in a minute. 

o # of words read in a minute - # of errors= correct words read per minute 
• The number of words read correctly in a minute is your base score. 
• Time yourself for the duration of the passage that you read. 
• Length of time it took to read the whole passage ________ 
• Put a circle around any words you could not read and/or you had trouble with. 
• How many words do you need support with or not know at all? ________ 
Write up to ten of those words here (if any): 

1. 2. 
  

3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 
  

8. 9. 10. 

 Weekly Advice 
Monday Use a timer (cell phone timer is 

fine) to practice using the 
directions above 

Mark # of words read in 1 minute 
_______ 
Length of time it took to read the whole 
passage ________ 
  

Tuesday Try reading the passage twice 
(time yourself both times). 

Mark # of words read in 1 minute 
_______ 
Length of time it took to read the whole 
passage ________ 
  

Wednesday Practice reading the passage 
with fluency and expression at 
least two times. 

Mark # of words read in 1 minute 
_______ 
Length of time it took to read the whole 
passage ________ 
  

Thursday Read the passage again, just 
like you did the first time. Count 
the number of words you read 
correctly and record your time. 
You can mark 

Mark # of words read in 1 minute 
_______ 
Length of time it took to read the whole 
passage ________ 
  

Friday Celebrate your growth this 
week. Read the passage aloud 
one last time to see if you can 
beat previous times. 

Mark # of words read in 1 minute 
_______ 
Length of time it took to read the whole 
passage ________ 
  

Use a notebook to recreate and record your additional weeks’ words and notes.   



https://detroitk12.org  
 

3 

Name___________________________ 
Distance Learning Reading Log 

Book Title & Author 
Date & # 
of Pages 
Read 

Reading Notes & Questions 

1. 	   

2. 	   

3. 	   

4. 	   

5. 	   

6. 	   

7. 	   

8. 	   

9. 	   

10. 	   

11. 	   

12. 	   

13. 	   

14. 	   

15. 	   

16. 	   

17. 	   

18. 	   

19. 	   

20.	   

21.	   

21.	   
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22.	   

23.	   

24.	   

25.	   

26.	   

27.	   

28.	   

29.	   

30.	   

31.	   

32.	   

33.	   

34.	   

35.	   

36.	   

37.	   

38.		   

39.	   

40.	   

41.	   

42.	   

43.	   

44.	   

45.	   

48.	   

47.	   

48.	   

49.	   
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 4/14/20 to 4/17/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions In Unit 6 students will be introduced to a new type of 

literature called a narrative short story.  A narrative is a 
story of fiction or non-fiction told from the point of view of 
a narrator.  The theme of the unit focuses on the idea of 
the “human condition”, a term used to describe the 
experiences, emotions, and actions, that human beings 
have in common.  As students read each assigned text, 
they should keep in mind the essential question: “What do 
stories reveal about the human condition?” Keeping this 
question in focus will not only help students uncover the 
themes that connect each text, but will also point them 
toward the answer. 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the human condition?”   
Guiding Question #2 How do stressful situations often reveal the best and worst 

in people?  
Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 

 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W1_L1 “Old Man at the Bridge” Vocabulary Chart, 

summary, reflection 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W1_L2 “Old Man at the Bridge” Review text, identify 

theme, create an image 
Day 3 ELA_G11_W1_L3 “Old Man at the Bridge” Review text and respond 

to questions, write an 
alternate ending 

Day 4 ELA_G11_W1_L4 “Old Man at the Bridge” Respond to prompt in 
Quick Write, give advice 

to an author. 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 

 
 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

7 

 

 

 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

8 

 

 

 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

9 

Lesson 1 

Target I can explain the unit essential question: “What do stories reveal 
about the human condition?” 
I can read and summarize the background and plot of Old Man at 
the Bridge. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Old Man at the Bridge  
Lesson 1 Note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen/Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W1_L1 

Read Read the Unit 6 Academic Vocabulary and complete the chart. 
Read Old Man at the Bridge. 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting and 

give background information about what is currently happening when 
the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you read 
the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that you 
have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the margins 
of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about examples of 
the “human condition”.  Remember that the “human condition” 
refers to the common experiences, emotions, and actions of human 
beings.  Write your list down in the Jumpstart section of note-catcher. 

Write Write a brief 5-7 sentence summary of Old Man at the Bridge in your 
Lesson 1 Note-catcher.   

Closing Reflect on the unit essential question: “What do stories reveal about 
the human condition?”  How does the story Old Man at the Bridge 
reflect the human condition? What specific aspects of the human 
condition does it reflect? Write your response in the Day 1 Note-
catcher and include examples from the text. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 1 
Day 1 
Jumpstart: “What do stories reveal about the human condition?” 

Write: 
After you have finished reading the story Old Man and the Bridge, write a brief 
5-7 sentence summary. Use the acronym SWBST below to help focus your 
writing. 

Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
Wanted-What does the main character want? 
But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
So- How is the problem resolved? 

           Then-How does the story end? 
Remember that a summaries should briefly present the plot of the story and 
should not include your opinions. 
Summary 

Closing: How does the story Old Man at the Bridge reflect the human 
condition? What specific aspects of the human condition does it reflect?  
Include examples from the text. 
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Lesson 2 
Target I can identify parts of the story that describe the characters’ 

appearance, actions, and feelings. 
I can respond to the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters 
in the story. 
I can explain the theme of the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Old Man at the Bridge (text) 
Lesson 2 Note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen/Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W1_L2 

Read Read Old Man at the Bridge 

Think As you read: 
ü Circle descriptive words or phrases that paint a picture of the 

characters’ thoughts or feelings. 
ü Draw quotation marks in the margins beside any dialogue 

between characters and describe your observations about the 
tone of the conversation. 

ü Write down any thoughts or questions that you have about the 
author’s word choice, tone, or portrayal of characters in the 
margins of the text. 
 

Question: What is the theme of the story Old Man at the Bridge? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about specific 
examples from the text that support the theme you identified from the 
story. 

Write Identify and explain the theme of Old Man at the Bridge.   

Closing Create or include an image that you believe best reflects the theme 
of the story.  You may draw, use clip art, or a picture. If you did not 
create the picture, make sure you give credit to the creator. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 2 
Day 2 
Write: Identify and explain the theme of the Old Man at the Bridge.   

Provide three specific examples from the text that support your answer above. 
Be sure to include the page and paragraph numbers for your examples. 
 
Example #1: 
 
Example #2: 
 
Example #3:  
 
Create or include an image that you believe best reflects the theme of the 
story.  You may draw, use clip art, or a picture. If you did not create the 
picture, make sure you give credit to the creator.  Include your image here. 
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Lesson 3 
Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 

the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Old Man at the Bridge (text) 
Lesson 3 Note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen/Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W1_L3 

Read Read Old Man at the Bridge 

Think Who is the narrator of Old Man at the Bridge? Identify the three 
thoughts and feelings that the narrator shares with readers. 

 
How does the author’s portrayal of the Old Man and the Soldier, 
support the theme of the story? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about specific 
examples from the text that support your answers to the two questions 
from the “Think” section. 

Write Compare and contrast the Old Man and the Soldier.  What do they 
have in common? How are they different? Focus on their physical 
attributes, experiences, emotions, and actions.  Use the chart 
provided in the note catcher to record your observations and include 
specific examples from the text. 

Closing Consider this statement from the end of the story, “There was nothing 
to be done for him”. Based on your understanding of the 
circumstances of the story, do you agree or disagree that nothing 
could have been done for the Old Man?  How would you have 
ended the story? Use the space in your note-catcher to rewrite the 
last few lines of The Old Man at the Bridge and share it with someone. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 3 
Day 3 
Think/Talk: Write your answers here, include evidence from the text. 
 
Who is the narrator of Old Man at the Bridge? Identify the three thoughts and 
feelings that the narrator shares with readers. 

 
How does the author’s portrayal of the Old Man and the Soldier, support the 
theme of the story? 

 
Write: Compare and contrast the Old Man and the Soldier.  What do they 
have in common? How are they different? Focus on their physical attributes, 
experiences, emotions, and actions.  Use the chart provided in the note 
catcher to record your observations and include specific examples from the 
text. 

 Old Man Soldier 

 

Appearance: 

 

Emotions 

 

Actions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: Write an alternate ending to the Old Man at the Bridge below: 
 
Original text: “There was nothing to be done for him” 
 
Alternate Ending: 
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Lesson 4 

Target I can explain how the author uses descriptive language and dialogue 
to develop the plot, characters, and themes of the story. 
I can describe the impact that the author’s representation of the 
characters in the story has on the reader. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Old Man at the Bridge (text) 
Lesson 4 Note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen/Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W1_L4 

Read Read Old Man at the Bridge 

Think What has reading this story taught you about how a fictional 
character or characters respond to life-changing news? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about specific 
examples from the text that support your answer to the question from 
the “Think” section. 

Write Write a 5-7 sentence response to the prompt below.   Remember that 
you must provide specific examples from the text of the story to 
support your answer.  
 
PROMPT: What has reading this story taught you about how a fictional 
character or characters respond to life-changing news? 

Closing Reflect on what makes a fictional character believable and realistic. 
What advice would you give an author for making their characters 
more real? Record your answer in the note-catcher.  

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 4 
Day 4 
Think/Talk: What has reading this story taught you about how a fictional 
character or characters respond to life-changing news? Include evidence 
from the text. 

Write: Use the items below to help you write a 5-7 sentence response to the 
prompt below. Remember that you must provide specific examples from the 
text of the story to support your answer.  

ü Response the Jump Start (Day 1) 
ü Story summary (Day 2) 
ü In text notes (Days 2 & 3) 
ü Answers to questions (Day 2 & 3) 

PROMPT: What has reading this story taught you about how a fictional 
character or characters respond to life-changing news? 

QUICK WRITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: Reflect on what makes a fictional character believable and realistic. 
What advice would you give an author for making their characters more real?  
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 4/20/20 to 4/24/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions “Everyday Use” is a fictional narrative text by Alice Walker that 

focuses on a Mom, her two daughters, and a set of family 
heirlooms.  As students read the text they should continue to 
keep in mind the unit essential question: “What do stories 
reveal about the human condition?” and the text specific 
guiding question: “What factors lead a person to embrace, 
reject, or feel neutral about his or her heritage?” 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the about the human 
condition?” 

Guiding Question #2 “What factors lead a person to embrace, reject, or feel neutral 
about his or her heritage?” 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 
 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W2_L5 A Fast-Changing 

Society 
Read, questions, 

reflection 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W2_L6 Everyday Use First read, annotations, 

questions, research 
Day 3 ELA_G11_W2_L7 Everyday Use First read (cont.), 

annotations, summary 
Day 4 ELA_G11_W2_L8 Everyday Use Close read, annotations, 

image quilt  
Day 1 ELA_G11_W2_L9  Everyday Use Read, analysis questions, 

reflection 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 5 

Target I can explain the importance of understanding historical context 
when reading or writing story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

A Fast-Changing Society 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone Optional 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W2_L5 

Read Read A Fast-Changing Society (Historical Perspectives) 

Think How is a story’s plot affected by the time period during which the 
story takes place? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: How is a story’s plot affected by the time period during 
which the story takes place? Discuss examples from last week’s text 
Old Man at the Bridge. 

Write After reading A Fast-Changing Society, answer the following 
questions in your Day 1 Note-catcher: 

What were the moments of progress and setback related to equality 
and freedom during this period? 

How do the historical events identified in the reading reflect the 
relationship between destruction and growth? 

Closing Consider how some authors are inspired by past (history) or current 
(present) events. How can knowledge about the past and present 
help readers better understand stories? How can stories help readers 
better understand the past and present?  Record your answers in the 
day 1 note-catcher. 
 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 5 
Day 1 
Think/Talk: How is a story’s plot affected by the time period during which the 
story takes place? Discuss examples from another short story or book that you 
have read. 

Write: After reading A Fast-Changing Society, answer the following questions: 

What were the moments of progress and setback related to equality and 
freedom during this period? 

 

How do the historical events identified in the reading reflect the relationship 
between destruction and growth? 

Closing: Consider how some authors are inspired by past (history) or current 
(present) events. How can knowledge about the past and present help 
readers better understand stories? How can stories help readers better 
understand the past and present? 
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Lesson 6  
Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of Everyday Use. 

I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W2_L6 

Read Read pages. 765-770 (stop at line 46) from Everyday Use by Alice 
Walker 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting and 

give background information about what is currently happening when 
the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you read 
the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that you 
have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the margins 
of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: If you had to choose an item that you currently own to 
become an “heirloom”, what would it be and why? Record your 
response in the “talk” section of the Note-catcher. 

Write After reading pgs. 765-770 from Everyday Use answer the following 
questions in the Note-catcher: 

Early in the story, how does Mama describe herself? 

According to mama, how did Dee treat her and Maggie when she 
came home from college? 

Who arrives with Dee/Wangero on this visit? 

Closing The story Everyday Use is setting during the 1960’s.  Research what 
was going on in Detroit during the 1960’s. Information can be found 
online at the Detroit Historical Museum or ask a family member, care-
giver, or community member that lived in the city during this time.   

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.  



https://detroitk12.org  
 

32 

Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 6 
Day 2 
Talk: If you had to choose an item that you currently own to become an 
“heirloom”, what would it be and why? 

Write: After reading pgs. 765-770 from Everyday Use, answer the questions 
below. Include specific examples from the text to support your answer. 

Early in the story, how does Mama describe herself? 

 

According to mama, how did Dee treat her and Maggie when she came 
home from college? 

 

Who arrives with Dee/Wangero on this visit? 
 
Closing: The story Everyday Use is setting during the 1960’s.  Research what 
was going on in Detroit during the 1960’s. Information can be found online at 
the Detroit Historical Museum or ask a family member, care-giver, or 
community member that lived in the city during this time.  How were things in 
Detroit similar to or different than the setting/experiences for the characters in 
Everyday Use? 
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Lesson 7 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of Everyday Use. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W2_L7 

Read Read pages 770-772 of Everyday Use  

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting 

and give background information about what is currently 
happening when the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you 
read the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that 
you have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: Why would a quilt be considered a good heirloom? What 
could it symbolize? Record your answer in the note-catcher for today. 

Write Write a brief 5-7 sentence summary. Use the acronym SWBST below to 
help focus your writing. 

• Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters)	
• Wanted-What does the main character want?	
• But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces?	
• So- How is the problem resolved?	
• Then-How does the story end?	

Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and 
should not include your opinions. 

Closing Share your summary with a family member, caregiver, or friend and 
get their opinion of Mama’s decision about the quilt. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

34 

 

Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 7 
Day 3 
Talk: Why would a quilt be considered a good heirloom? What could it 
symbolize? 
 
 
Write: 
After you have finished reading the story Everyday Use, write a brief 5-7 
sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help focus your writing. 

• Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters)	
• Wanted-What does the main character want?	
• But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces?	
• So- How is the problem resolved?	
• Then-How does the story end?	

Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should not 
include your opinions. 

Summary 

Closing: Share your summary with a family member, caregiver, or friend and 
get their opinion of Mama’s decision about the quilt and record it below.  
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Lesson 8  
Target I can identify parts of the story that describe the characters’ 

appearance, actions, and feelings. 
I can respond to the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters 
in the story. 
I can explain the theme of the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W2_L8 

Read Read Everyday Use 

Think As you read: 
ü Circle descriptive words or phrases that paint a picture of the 

characters’ thoughts or feelings. 
ü Draw quotation marks in the margins beside any dialogue 

between characters and describe your observations about the 
tone of the conversation. 

ü Write down any thoughts or questions that you have about the 
author’s word choice, tone, or portrayal of characters in the 
margins of the text. 
 

Question: What is the theme of the story Everyday Use? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about specific 
examples from the text that support the theme you identified from the 
story. 

Write Identify and explain the theme of the Everyday Use.  Provide three 
specific examples from the text that support your answer 

Closing Create or include nine small images in the spaces below that visually 
reflect the plot, characters, and theme of the story to create a story 
quilt.  You may draw, use clip art, or a picture 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 8 

Day 4 
Write: Identify and explain the theme of the Everyday Use.   

Provide three specific examples from the text that support your answer above. 
Be sure to include the page and paragraph numbers for your examples. 
 
Example #1: 
 
Example #2: 
 
Example #3:  
 
Closing: Create or include nine small images in the spaces below that visually 
reflect the plot, characters, and theme of the story to create a story quilt. You 
may draw, use clip art, or a picture. If you did not create the picture, make 
sure you give credit to the creator. Include your image here.  
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Lesson 9 

Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 
the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W2_L9 

Read Read Everyday Use 

Think What do the quilts symbolize, or represent? 

In what ways do the quilts hold different meanings for Dee/Wangero 
and for Maggie? 

What does Dee/Wangero plan to do with the items that she requests? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: Should heirlooms be used every day? Why or why not? 
Record your answers in the note-catcher 

Write In what ways do the quilts hold different meanings for Dee/Wangero, 
Maggie, and Mama? Use the chart in the note-catcher to compare 
and contrast their perspectives. 

Closing Think about a personal item you own that may seem ordinary to other 
people but has great value to you.  Why might other people not 
understand the value of the object? 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 9 
 

Day 5 
Talk: Should heirlooms be used every day? Why or why not? 

Think: Record your responses below and provide evidence from the text. 

 

What do the quilts symbolize, or represent? 

 

What does Dee/Wangero plan to do with the items that she requests? 
 
 
Write: In what ways do the quilts hold different meanings for Dee/Wangero, 
Maggie, and Mama? Use the chart below to compare and contrast their 
perspectives. 

Dee/Wangero Maggie Mama 

 

 

 

  

 

Closing: Think about a personal item you own that may seem ordinary to other 
people, but has great value to you. Why might other people not understand 
the value of the object? 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 4/27/20 to 5/1/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions “Everyday Use” is a fictional narrative text by Alice Walker that 

focuses on a Mom, her two daughters, and a set of family 
heirlooms.  As students read the text they should continue to 
keep in mind the unit essential question: “What do stories 
reveal about the human condition?” and the text specific 
guiding question: “What factors lead a person to embrace, 
reject, or feel neutral about his or her heritage?” 
NOTE: You will use the same text as last week.  

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the about the human 
condition?” 

Guiding Question #2 “What factors lead a person to embrace, reject, or feel neutral 
about his or her heritage?” 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W3_L10 Everyday Use Read, analysis 

questions, quick write 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W3_L11 Everyday Use Read, craft and 

structure analysis, 
compare and contrast, 

read aloud 
Day 3 ELA_G11_W3_L12 Everyday Use Read, concept 

vocabulary, reflection 
Day 4 ELA_G11_W3_L13 Everyday Use Read, questions, 

dialogue remix 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W3_L14 Everyday Use Point of View Narrative 

 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Lesson 10  
Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 

the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W3_L10 

Read Read Everyday Use 

Think What is ironic about Dee/Wangero’s request for the quilts and her 
professed interest in her heritage? 

How do Dee/Wangero’s and her companion’s clothing and overall 
appearance reflect a change in African American culture in the 
1960’s 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: How do you think families should determine who receives 
family heirlooms? 

Write Write a 5-7 sentence Quick Write addressing the following prompt: 

What about the human condition does the story Everyday Use 
reveal? Write your answer and evidence from the text in the note-
catcher 

Closing Consider why Mama refers to Hakim-a-barber as Asalamalakim. Does 
she do this out loud, or only in her head?  What does this nickname 
imply about what Mama thinks about him and Dee/Wangero? Get 
the opinion of a family member, caregiver, or friend. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
 

 

 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

41 

Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 10 
Day 1 
Talk: How do you think should families determine who receives family heirlooms? 

Think: Record your responses below and provide evidence from the text. 

What is ironic about Dee/Wangero’s request for the quilts and her professed interest 
in her heritage? 

 

How do Dee/Wangero’s and her companion’s clothing and overall appearance 
reflect a change in African American culture in the 1960’s? 
 
 
 
Quick Write: What about the human condition does the story Everyday Use reveal? 
Write your answer and evidence from the text in the note-catcher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: Consider why Mama refers to Hakim-a-barber as Asalamalakim. Does she 
do this out loud, or only in her head?  What does this nickname imply about what 
Mama thinks about him and Dee/Wangero? 
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Lesson 11  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Target I can explain how the author uses descriptive language and dialogue  
to develop the plot, characters, and themes of the story. 
I can describe the impact that the author’s representation of the 
characters in the story has on the reader. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use (text) 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W3_L11 

Read Read Everyday Use 

Think Who is the narrator of Everyday Use? Identify three thoughts and 
feelings the narrator shares with readers. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: Do you trust this narrator’s account of people and events? 
Explain. Record you answer in the note-catcher. 

Write Compare and contrast the appearances, life experiences, 
relationships, and values of Mama and Dee/Wangero. Cite examples 
from the text and record in the chart in the note-taker. 

Closing Reread lines 64-82 on pages 771-772 out loud with a family member, 
caregiver, or friend.  Be sure to read with emotion and feeling.  How 
did reading the story out loud help you understand Mama and the 
tension among the characters? 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 11 
Day 2 
Think: Who is the narrator of Everyday Use? Identify three thoughts and feelings 
the narrator shares with readers. 
 
 
 
 

 

Talk: Do you trust this narrator’s account of people and events? Explain. 

Write: Compare and contrast the appearances, life experiences, relationships, 
and values of Mama and Dee/Wangero.  Cite examples from the text. 

 Dee/Wangero Mama 

Appearance 

 

Experiences 

 

Relationships 

 

Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: Reread lines 64-82 on pages 771-772 out loud with a family member, 
caregiver, or friend.  Be sure to read with emotion and feeling.  How did reading 
the story out loud help you understand Mama and the tension among the 
characters? 
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Lesson 12  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Target I can describe how the author’s word choice contributes to the 
portrayal of characters and the overall tone of the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use (text) 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W3_L12 

Read Read Everyday Use 

Think How do the concept vocabulary words help you understand why 
Mama and Dee/Wangero have different attitudes toward Maggie? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, take turns 
brainstorming a list of 2-3 words that come to mind when you think of 
each of the main characters in the story. 

Write Complete the Concept Vocabulary Chart included in the note-
catcher. 

Closing Identify other strong descriptive words in the text that paint a clear 
picture of Maggie, Dee/Wangero’s, and Mama’s personalities? 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 12 
Day 3 
Talk: With your family member, caregiver, or friend, take turns brainstorming a list of 
2-3 words that come to mind when you think of each of the main characters in the 
story. 
 
 
Think: How do the concept vocabulary words help you understand why Mama and 
Dee/Wangero have different attitudes toward Maggie? 

Write: Complete the Concept Vocabulary Chart 

Word Definition Synonym 

Sidle   

Shuffle   

Furtive   

Cowering   

Awkward   

Hangdog   
 

 
Closing: Identify other strong descriptive words in the text that paint a clear picture 
of Maggie, Dee/Wangero’s, and Mama’s personalities. 
 

Dee/Wangero Maggie Mama 
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Lesson 13  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target I can explain the impact of the author’s use of dialect in the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use (text) 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W3_L13 

Read Read Everyday Use 

Think What is dialect and regionalism? 

When is dialect used in the story Everyday Use? 

Identify places in the story when then author uses dialect.  How would 
you describe the language the author uses when she is not using 
dialect? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, answer the question:  
What would be lost if authors only used formal language when writing 
dialogue between characters? 

Write Use examples from Everyday Use to describe what would be lost if 
Alice Walker had chosen to write dialogue using the same style that 
she uses for description. Record your answer in the note-catcher. 

Closing One could make a case that the language used in text messages is a 
dialect.  Select a passage of dialogue from the story, turn it into a text 
message conversation, and record it in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 13 
 

Day 4 
Think: What is dialect and regionalism? 

 

When is dialect used in the story Everyday Use? 

 
Identify places in the story when then author uses dialect.  How would you describe 
the language the author uses when she is not using dialect? 
 
 
Talk: What would be lost if authors only used formal language when writing dialogue 
between characters?  

 
 

Write: Use examples from Everyday Use to describe what would be lost if Alice Walker 
had chosen to write dialogue using the same style that she uses for description.  

 

 

 

Closing: Select a passage of dialogue from the story, turn it into a text message 
conversation, and record it in the note-catcher. Include the original dialogue side by 
side with the revised text message style dialogue. 
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Lesson 14  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Target I can demonstrate the impact of point of view on the narrative of a 
story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everyday Use (text) 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G9_W4_L14 

Read Read Everyday Use 

Think How would the story Everyday Use be different if another character 
was the narrator? What information and insight would the reader gain 
or lose? How might the tone change? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, discuss the question:  
From whose perspective, other than Mama, would you want an 
event from the story Everyday Use to be told? Explain and record your 
answer in the note-catcher. 

Write Write a short narrative (one to two paragraphs) in which you retell an 
event from Everyday Use from the perspective of a character other 
than Mama.  You may choose to describe Dee’s visit or an event from 
the past.  Make sure your narrative is consistent with the characters 
and setting created by Walker. Include descriptive details that 
illustrate the characters thoughts and engage the reader. 

Closing Share your narrative with a family member, caregiver, or friend. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 14 
 

Day 5 
Think/Talk: How would the story Everyday Use be different if another character 
was the narrator? What information and insight would the reader gain or lose? 
How might the tone change? 

 

 

 

Talk: From whose perspective, other than Mama, would you want an event 
from the story Everyday Use to be told? Explain?  

 
 

Write: Write a short narrative (One to two paragraphs) in which you retell an 
event from Everyday Use from the perspective of a character other than 
Mama.  You may choose to describe Dee’s visit or an event from the past.  
Make sure your narrative is consistent with the characters and setting created 
by Walker. Include descriptive details that illustrate the characters thoughts 
and engage the reader. 

Narrative:  
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/4/20 to 5/8/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions Everything Stuck to Him is a fictional narrative written by 

Raymond Carter about two teenaged newlyweds and their 
baby daughter. Students will be introduced to the concept of a 
“frame story” also known as a story within a story. Students 
should continue to keep the unit essential question in mind: 
“What do stories reveal about the human condition?” as well as 
the text specific guiding question: “What impact can age have 
on relationships?” 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the human condition?”   
Guiding Question #2 “What impact can age have on relationships?” 
Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 

 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W4_L15 Everything Stuck to 

Him 
First read, annotations, 

summary  
Day 2 ELA_G11_W4_L16 Everything Stuck to 

Him 
Close read, 

annotations, theme 
meme  

Day 3 ELA_G11_W4_L17 Everything Stuck to 
Him 

Read, analyze, 
questions, reflection 

Day 4 ELA_G11_W4_L18 Everything Stuck to 
Him 

Read, title analysis, plot 
chart, reflection 

Day 1 ELA_G11_W4_L19 Everything Stuck to 
Him 

Read, write alternate 
ending, share writing 

 

 

  

 
Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 15 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of Everything 
Stuck to Him. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everything Stuck to Him  
Lesson 15 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W4_L15 

Read Read Everything Stuck to Him. 

Think As you read: 
� Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting and 

give background information about what is currently happening when 
the story begins. 

� Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you read 
the story. 

� Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that you 
have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the margins 
of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about who you 
were in middle school, your personality, interests, opinions and who 
you are now. How have you changed? How does getting older 
impact your perspective on life, your behavior?  Record your answers 
in the note-catcher. 

Write Write a brief 5-7 sentence summary of Everything Stuck to Him in your 
Lesson 15 note-catcher.   

Closing Reflect How does the story Everything Stuck to Him reflect the human 
condition? What specific aspects of the human condition does it 
reflect? Write your response in the Lesson 15 note-catcher and 
include examples from the text. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 15 

Day 1 
Talk: How does getting older impact your perspective on life, your behavior?  
Record your answers in the note-catcher. 

Write: 
After you have finished reading the story Everything Stuck to Him, write a brief 
5-7 sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help focus your 
writing. 

Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
Wanted-What does the main character want? 
But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
So- How is the problem resolved? 

           Then-How does the story end? 
Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should not 
include your opinions. 
Summary 

Closing: How does the story Everything Stuck to Him reflect the human 
condition? What specific aspects of the human condition does it reflect?  
Include examples from the text. 
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Lesson 16 

Target I can identify parts of the story that describe the characters’ 
appearance, actions, and feelings. 
I can respond to the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters 
in the story. 
I can explain the theme of the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everything Stuck to Him (text) 
Lesson 15 note-catcher  
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W4_L16 

Read Read Everything Stuck to Him 

Think As you read: 
� Circle descriptive words or phrases that paint a picture of the 

characters’ thoughts or feelings. 
� Draw quotation marks in the margins beside any dialogue 

between characters and describe your observations about the 
tone of the conversation. 

� Write down any thoughts or questions that you have about the 
author’s word choice, tone, or portrayal of characters in the 
margins of the text. 

Question: What is the theme of the story Everything Stuck to Him? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about this quote 
from the father in the story: “Things change. I don’t know how they 
do. But they do without your realizing it or wanting them to.” Do you 
agree or disagree with this statement? Provide evidence from the 
text. 

Write Identify and explain the theme of Everything Stuck to Him.   

Closing Create or include an image or meme that you believe best reflects 
the theme of the story.  You may draw, use clip art, or a picture. If you 
did not create the picture, make sure you give credit to the creator. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 16 
Day 2 
Talk: “Things change. I don’t know how they do. But they do without your 
realizing it or wanting them to.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
Provide evidence from the text. 

Write: Identify and explain the theme of the Everything Stuck to Him.   

Provide three specific examples from the text that support your answer above. 
Be sure to include the page and paragraph numbers for your examples. 
 
Example #1: 
 
Example #2: 
 
Example #3:  
 
Closing: Create or include an image or meme that you believe best reflects 
the theme of the story. You may draw, use clip art, or a picture. If you did not 
create the picture, make sure you give credit to the creator. 
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Lesson 17 

Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 
the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everything Stuck to Him (text) 
Lesson 17 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W4_L17 

Read Read Everything Stuck to Him 

Think What does the daughter’s request suggest about her relationship with 
her father? 
 
Why might the boy have been so eager to go hunting with Carl? 
 

Talk Share the summary of the story that you wrote in lesson one with a 
family member, friend, or caregiver. 

Write Provide evidence from the text to support your answers to the 
questions in the “Think” section. 

Closing What impact does the fact that the characters do not have names 
have on the reader? Provide evidence from the story. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 17 
 

Day 3 
Think:  
 
What does the daughter’s request suggest about her relationship with her 
father? 
 
 
Why might the boy have been so eager to go hunting with Carl? 
 
 
 
Write: Provide evidence from the text to support your answers to the questions 
in the “Think” section. 

Closing: What impact does the fact that the characters do not have names 
have on the reader? Provide evidence from the story. 
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Lesson 18 

Target I can explain how the author uses descriptive language and dialogue 
to develop the plot, characters, and themes of the story. 
I can describe the impact that the author’s representation of the 
characters in the story has on the reader. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everything Stuck to Him (text) 
Lesson 18 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W4_L18 

Read Read Everything Stuck to Him 

Think A frame story is a narrative that consists of two parts: an introductory 
story and an internal story. The narrative begins and ends with the 
introductory story, which frames the internal story like bookends. In 
which paragraph does the internal story begin? How do you know? 
Record your answer in the note-taker. 

Talk Discuss with your family member, caregiver, or friend the meaning of 
the title to the story Everything Stuck to Him. Provide evidence from 
the text to support your answer. Record your responses in the note-
catcher. 

Write Complete the plot chart for the internal story in Everything Stuck to 
Him. 

Closing How does the author’s inclusion of the internal story support the 
theme of Everything Stuck to Him?  How would eliminating the internal 
story impact the overall plot? Record your answer in the note-
catcher.   

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 18 
Day 4 
Talk: What do you think is the meaning of the title to the story Everything Stuck 
to Him. Provide evidence from the text to support your answer. 

WRITE: Complete the plot chart for the internal story in Everything Stuck to Him. 

 

Closing: How does the author’s inclusion of the internal story support the 
theme of Everything Stuck to Him?  How would eliminating the internal story 
impact the overall plot? 
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Lesson 19 

Target I can use the author’s portrayal of the characters in the story to 
create an alternate ending to the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

Everything Stuck to Him (text) 
Lesson 19 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W4_L19 

Read Read Everything Stuck to Him 

Think Reread the last page of the story (pg. 786). What do you think the 
daughter was starting to say to her father before she changed the 
subject? 

Talk Reread the last page of the story (pg. 786) to your family member, 
caregiver, or friend and discuss what you think the daughter was 
starting to say to her father before she changed the subject. Provide 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Write Based on your answer from the “Talk” section, rewrite the dialogue 
between the father and daughter. Keep in mind each of the 
character’s motivations. Why is the daughter bringing up the topic 
now? Is there anything the father wants to say? 

Closing Share your dialogue with a family member, caregiver, or friend. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 19 
Day 5 
Think: What do you think the daughter was starting to say to her father before she 
changed the subject? 

 

 

Talk: Provide evidence from the text to support your answer. 

 
 

Write: Based on your answer from the “Talk” section, rewrite the dialogue between 
the father and daughter.  Keep in mind each of the character’s motivations. Why is 
the daughter bringing up the topic now? Is there anything the father wants to say? 

Dialogue:  
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/11/20 to 5/15/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions Students will be introduced to their first nonfiction narrative text 

this unit called, A Brief History of the Short Story. This text by D.F. 
McCourt, chronicles the history of the short story from its 
beginnings in the 1820s to its current state.  As students read 
and complete the lessons they should keep in mind the unit 
essential question: “What doe stories reveal about the human 
condition?” as well as the text specific guiding question: “How 
does this literary history shed light on the short story’s ability to 
address the human condition?” 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the human condition?”   
Guiding Question #2 “How does this literary history shed light on the short story’s 

ability to address the human condition? 
Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 

 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W5_L20 A Brief History of the 

Short Story 
First read, annotations, summary 

 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W5_L21 A Brief History of the 

Short Story 
Close read, annotations, 

questions, reflection 
 

Day 3 ELA_G11_W5_L22 A Brief History of the 
Short Story 

Read, analyze, questions, 
reflection 

 
Day 4 ELA_G11_W5_L23 A Brief History of the 

Short Story 
Read, chronology chart, 

timeline. 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W5_L24 A Brief History of the 

Short Story 
Review text, metaphor summary, 

concept vocabulary. 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 20 

Target I can read and summarize the information presented in A Brief History 
of the Short Story. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters facts and 
events as I read the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

A Brief History of the Short Story  
Lesson 20 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W5_L20 

Read Read A Brief History of the Short Story. 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that identify important 

events in the history of the Short Story. 
ü Box how the three genres owe their origins to the short story. 
ü Write a #1,2,3 etc. to identify the reasons the short story nearly died 

in the 1950s? What developments made it strong again? (Write 
response in the margins.)   

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend, discuss which of the three 
stories you have read so far that you’ve enjoyed the most and why.  
Be specific and record your answers in the note-catcher. 

Write After reading the story, write a 5-7 sentence summary of the story in 
the note-catcher using the 5Ws + H framework.  

Closing If you were going to gift a book to your best friend, what book would 
it be and why? Record your answer in the note-taker. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 20 
Day 1 
Talk: With a family member, caregiver, or friend, discuss which of the three stories 
you have read so far that you’ve enjoyed the most and why.  Be specific and 
record your answers in the note-catcher. 
Write: 
After reading the story respond write a 5-7 sentence summary of the story in the 
note-catcher using the 5Ws + H framework.  
 
           Who? 

What? 
Where? 
When? 

           Why? 

Summary 

Closing: If you were going to gift a book to your best friend, what book would it be 
and why? Record your answer in the note-taker. 
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Lesson 21 

Target I can connect causes to their corresponding effects in the text. 
I can explain the main idea of the text.  

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

A Brief History of the Short Story  
Lesson 21 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W5_L21 

Read Read A Brief History of the Short Story  

Think As you read: 
ü Circle descriptive words or phrases that identify the cause of a 

major event in the history of the short story. 
ü Draw an arrow from the cause to the effect of the major event 

in the history of the short story. 
ü Write down any thoughts or questions that you have about why 

this cause-effect relationship is important to the history of the 
short story. 

 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about this question: 
What do you think will be the next technological innovation that will 
change how people read for entertainment and for information? 

Write Identify and explain the main idea of A Brief History of the Short Story.   

Closing Explain how the information the author presents reflects your own 
experience with short stories. Record your answer in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 21 
Day 2 
Talk: With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about this question: What do 
you think will be the next technological innovation that will change how people 
read for entertainment and for information? 

Write: Identify and explain the main idea of A Brief History of the Short Story.   

Provide three specific examples from the text that support your answer above. Be 
sure to include the page and paragraph numbers for your examples. 
 
Example #1: 
 
Example #2: 
 
Example #3:  
 
Closing: Explain how the information the author presents reflects your own 
experience with short stories.  
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Lesson 22 

Target I can evaluate the impact of historical events on the short story. 
I can connect information presented in the text to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

A Brief History of the Short Story (text) 
Lesson 22 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W5_L22 

Read Read A Brief History of the Short Story 

Think How did the gift book give rise to the short story and to literary 
magazines? 
 
 

Talk Share the most important fact presented in the text with a family 
member, friend, or caregiver. 

Write Provide evidence from the text to support your answer to the question 
in the “Think” section. 

Closing How does this literary history shed light on the short story’s ability to 
address the human condition? Provide answer to the text to support 
you answer. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 22 
 

Day 3 
Think: How did the gift book give rise to the short story and to literary magazines? 
 
 
 

Write: Provide evidence from the text to support your answer to the question in the 
“Think” section. 

Closing: How does this literary history shed light on the short story’s ability to 
address the human condition? Provide evidence from the text. 
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Lesson 23  
Target I can analyze how the author sequences events in the text. 

I can create a chronological timeline to reflect the events presented 
in the text. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

A Brief History of the Short Story (text) 
Lesson 23 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W5_L23 

Read Read A Brief History of the Short Story 

Think Authors can choose to present events organized topically, 
thematically or chronologically.  Which approach do you think is the 
most effective and why? 

Talk Share the list of literary genres from the text with your family member, 
caregiver, or friend, discuss which genre is your favorite and why and 
ask them to do the same. Include your responses in the note-catcher. 

Write Complete the chronology chart for the text A Brief History of the Short 
Story to analyze how the author sequences events. 

Closing Use the chronology chart to create a timeline of events. Include the 
timeline in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 23 
Day 4 
Talk: Which genre is your favorite? Explain.  

Think: Which approach to presenting historical events, topical, thematic, or 
chronological or do you think is the most effective and why? Cite examples from 
the text. 

Write: Complete the chronology chart for the text A Brief History of the Short Story 
to analyze how the author sequences the events. 

 

Closing: Use the chronology chart you completed in the “Write” section to create 
a timeline of events.  
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Lesson 24  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Target I can explain how the author’s word choice supports the main idea 
and theme of the text. 
I can explain how the author’s use of extended metaphor supports 
the main idea of the text. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

A Brief History of the Short Story (text) 
Lesson 24 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W5_L24 

Read Read A Brief History of the Short Story 

Think An extended metaphor is a comparison between two things without 
using like or as throughout the course of a text. 

How does the author’s description of the short story as if it was a 
“living thing” help support the main idea of the text? 

Talk With a family member, caregiver, or friend discuss the question: How 
does the author’s description of the short story as if it was a “living 
thing” help support the main idea of the text? Provide evidence from 
the text to support your answer. 

Write Use a different metaphor to generate a brief 3-5 sentence summary 
of the history of the short story. 

Closing Complete the concept vocabulary chart and answer the reflection 
question in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 24 
Day 5 
Think: How does the author’s description of the short story as it was a “living thing” 
help support the main idea of the text? 

 

 

Talk: Provide evidence from the text to support your answer. 

 
 

Write: Use a different metaphor to generate a brief 3-5 sentence summary of the 
history of the short story. 

 

 

 

Closing:  Complete the vocabulary chart below. 
 
 

Word Definition Synonym 

Supplanted   

Ascendant   

Renaissance   

 
 
Question: How does the author’s use of the concept vocabulary reflect the main 
idea of the text? Cite evidence from the text. 
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/18/20 to 5/22/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions The Tell-Tale Heart is a fictional narrative text by Edgar Allen 

Poe focused on a crime, criminal, and cover-up. As students 
read the text, they should continue to keep in mind the unit 
essential question: “What do stories reveal about the human 
condition?” and the text specific guiding question: “What 
sinister parts of the human condition does The Tell-Tale Heart 
Reveal?” 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the about the human 
condition?” 

Guiding Question #2 “What sinister parts of the human condition does The Tell-Tale 
Heart reveal?” 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 
 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W6_L25 The Tell-Tale Heart First read, annotations, 

predictions 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W6_L26 The Tell-Tale Heart First read, annotations, 

questions, review 
Day 3 ELA_G11_W6_L27 The Tell-Tale Heart Close read, annotations, 

summary, rank 
Day 4 ELA_G11_W6_L28 The Tell-Tale Heart Close read, annotations, 

predictions  
Day 1 ELA_G11_W6_L29      The Tell-Tale Heart Read, questions, modern 

connections 
    

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text
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Lesson 25 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of The Tell-Tale 
Heart. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 25 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W6_L25 

Read Read pages IL1-IL3 from The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe. 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting 

and give background information about what is currently 
happening when the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you 
read the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that 
you have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What comes to mind when you hear the word sinister? 
Brainstorm a list of words that mean the same thing.  Record them in 
your note-catcher. 

Write Predict how you think the next half of the story will unfold. Write your 
response in the note-catcher. 

Closing Think about movies/tv shows you have seen recently or books that 
you have read. List the title of a movie, tv show, or book that 
accurately represents your reaction to the events of the story so far. 
Explain why this title matches your reaction.    

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 25 
Day 1 
Talk: What comes to mind when you hear the word sinister? Brainstorm a list of words 
that mean the same thing. 

Write: Predict how you think the next half of the story will unfold. Provide evidence 
from the text to support your prediction. 

 

Closing: Think about movies/tv shows you have seen recently or books that you have 
read. List the title of a movie, tv show, or book that accurately represents your 
reaction to the events of the story so far. Explain why this title matches your reaction.    
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Lesson 26 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of The Tell-Tale Heart. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and events as I 
read the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 26 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W6_L26 

Read Read pages IL4- IL5 from The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting and give 

background information about what is currently happening when the story 
begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you read the 
story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that you have 
about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: Why do you think some people like suspenseful or scary stories? 
Explain Record your response in the “talk” section of the Note-catcher. 

Write Write a brief 5-7 sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help 
focus your writing. 

Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
Wanted-What does the main character want? 
But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
So- How is the problem resolved? 
Then-How does the story end? 

Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should 
not include your opinions. 

Closing How suspenseful have you found the story The Tell-Tale Heart so far?  Explain 
your answer and provide evidence from the text.   

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 26 
Day 2 
Talk: Why do you think some people like suspenseful or scary stories? 
 
 
Write: 
After you have finished reading the story The Tell-Tale Heart, write a brief 5-7 
sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help focus your writing. 

Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
Wanted-What does the main character want? 
But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
So- How is the problem resolved? 

           Then-How does the story end? 
Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should not 
include your opinions. 

Summary 

Closing: How suspenseful have you found the story The Tell-Tale Heart so far?  
Explain your answer and provide evidence from the text.   
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Lesson 27   
Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of The Tell-Tale 

Heart. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 27 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W6_L27 

Read Read The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting 

and give background information about what is currently 
happening when the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you 
read the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that 
you have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What feelings or emotions did you feel while you read the 
text through the first time? Provide specific examples from parts of the 
text and describe your emotions. 

Write Starting with the last event in the story and working backwards, 
identify five major events that led to the story’s end. Major events are 
essential to the plot line and are not just a minor detail. Record your 
five major events in the note-catcher. 

Closing From the list of events you wrote down, identify what you think is the 
most important event in the plot of the story. Explain and cite 
evidence from the text. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 27 
Day 3 
Talk: What feelings or emotions did you feel while you read the text through 
the first time? Provide specific examples from parts of the text and describe 
your emotions. 
 
 
Write: Starting with the last event in the story and working backwards, identify 
five major events that led to the story’s end. Major events are essential to the 
plot line and are not just a minor detail. Record your five major events in the 
note-catcher. 
 
End of the story: 
Event 5: 
Event 4: 
Event 3: 
Event 2: 
Event 1: 
 
Closing: From the list of events you wrote down, identify what you think is the 
most important event in the plot of the story. Explain and cite evidence from 
the text. 
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Lesson 28 

Target I can identify parts of the story that describe the characters’ 
appearance, actions, and feelings. 
I can respond to the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters 
in the story. 
I can explain the theme of the story 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 28 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W6_L28 

Read Read The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe 

Think As you read: 
ü Circle descriptive words or phrases that paint a picture of the 

characters’ thoughts or feelings. 
ü  Draw quotation marks in the margins beside any dialogue 

between characters and describe your observations about the 
tone of the conversation. 

ü Write down any thoughts or questions that you have about the 
author’s word choice, tone, or portrayal of characters in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the question: 
What do you think motivates a guilty person to confess? Provide 
evidence from the story The Tell-Tale Heart. 

Write Answer the following question in your note-catcher: Do you think the 
officers would have uncovered the crime if the narrator had not 
confessed? Why or why not? Provide evidence from the text to 
support your answer. 

Closing Share your summary of the story with a family member, caregiver, or 
friend and discuss your theory about the officers discovering the 
crime. Ask if they agree or disagree with you and record their 
responses. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 28 

Day 4 
Talk: What do you think motivates a guilty person to confess? Provide 
evidence from the story The Tell-Tale Heart.  

Write: Answer the following question in your note-catcher: Do you think the 
officers would have uncovered the crime if the narrator had not confessed? 
Why or why not? Provide evidence from the text to support your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing: Share your summary of the story with a family member, caregiver, or 
friend and discuss your theory about the officers discovering the crime. Ask if 
they agree or disagree with you and record their responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

95 

Lesson 29 

Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 
the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 29 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W6_L29 

Read Read The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe 

Think What sinister parts of the human condition does The Tell-Tale Heart 
reflect?   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What sinister parts of the human condition does The Tell-Tale 
Heart reflect?  Provide evidence from the text and record your 
response in the note-catcher. 

Write Provide three examples to support your response to the question in 
the “Think/Talk” sections. Record in the note-catcher. 

Closing What elements from Poe’s story do you see reflected in modern crime 
and suspense stories either in print or in movies? Include specific 
examples from The Tell-Tale Heart in your comparison. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 29 
 

Day 5 
Think/Talk: What sinister parts of the human condition does The Tell-Tale Heart 
reflect?   
 
 
Write: Provide three specific examples from the text that support your answer 
above. Be sure to include the page and paragraph numbers for your 
examples. 
 
Example #1: 
 
Example #2: 
 
Example #3:  
 
Closing: What elements from Poe’s story do you see reflected in modern crime 
and suspense stories either in print or in movies? Include specific examples 
from The Tell-Tale Heart in your comparison. 
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 5/26/20 to 5/29/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions The Tell-Tale Heart is a fictional narrative text by Edgar Allen 

Poe focused on a crime, criminal, and cover-up. As students 
read the text, they should continue to keep in mind the unit 
essential question: “What do stories reveal about the human 
condition?” and the text specific guiding question: “What 
sinister parts of the human condition does The Tell-Tale Heart 
Reveal?” 
NOTE: You will read the same text as last week. 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the about the human 
condition?” 

Guiding Question #2 “What sinister parts of the human condition does The Tell-Tale 
Heart reveal?” 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W7_L30 The Tell-Tale Heart Read & quick write 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W7_L31 The Tell-Tale Heart Read, questions, 

alternate titles 
Day 3 ELA_G11_W7_L32 The Tell-Tale Heart Read, 

foreshadow/pacing 
chart, read aloud 

Day 4 ELA_G11_W7_L33 The Tell-Tale Heart Point of View Narrative 
    

 
 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Lesson 30  
Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 

the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 30 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
Watch ELA_G11_W7_L30 

Read Read The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe 

Think What does the narrator say in the first paragraph that may make the 
reader think that he is in fact insane? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What circumstances or character flaws often leads a 
person’s downfall in a story? Provide examples from the story The Tell-
Tale Heart to support your answer. 

Write Write a 5-7 sentence Quick Write addressing the following prompt: 

What circumstances or character flaws often lead a person’s 
downfall in a story? Provide examples from the story The Tell-Tale 
Heart to support your answer. 

Closing Identify and explain the theme of The Tell-Tale Heart. Cite evidence 
from the text. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 30 
 

Day 1 
Talk: What circumstances or character flaws often leads a person’s downfall in 
a story?  
Think: Answer the questions below. Provide examples from the story The Tell-
Tale Heart to support your answer. 
 
What does the narrator say in the first paragraph that may make the reader 
think that he is in fact insane? 
 
 
What circumstances or character flaws often leads a person’s downfall in a 
story? 
 
 
Write a 5-7 sentence Quick Write addressing the following prompt: 

What circumstances or character flaws often lead a person’s downfall in a 
story? Provide examples from the story The Tell-Tale Heart to support your 
answer. 

Quick Write:  
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Lesson 31  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Target I can explain how the author the author’s use of first-person point of 
view helps develop the plot, characters, and themes of the story. 
I can describe the impact that the author’s use of stream of 
consciousness in the story has on the reader. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 31 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W7_L31 

Read Read The Tell-Tale Heart 

Think How are the thoughts running through the narrator’s head different 
from what is actually happening around him?   

What is the impact of the difference between the narrator’s thoughts 
and perceptions and reality on the reader? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What role does tension play in creating suspense in a story? 
Record your responses in the note-catcher. 

Write Provide examples from the text to support your answers to the 
questions in the “Think” section. Record your responses in the note-
catcher. 

Closing Give the story another title. Why would you call it this? Record your 
response in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 31 
 

Day 2 
Think:  

How are the thoughts running through the narrator’s head different from what 
is actually happening around him?   

 
What is the impact of the difference between the narrator’s thoughts and 
perceptions and reality on the reader? 
 
 

 
Talk: What role does tension play in creating suspense in a story? Provide 
specific examples from the story. 

Write: Compare and contrast the narrator’s thoughts and perceptions to what 
is actually happening around him.  Cite examples from the text 

 Thoughts Reality 

Narrator 

Example 1 

Example 2 

Example 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: Give the story another title. Why would you call it this?  
 
Original Title: The Tell-Tale Heart 
Your Title: 
Explanation:  
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Lesson 32  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Target I can explain how the author uses foreshadow and pacing to build 
tension in the story and create suspense. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart (text) 
Lesson 32 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W7_L32 

Read Read The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe 

Think Foreshadowing is the use of clues to suggest events that have not 
happened yet. 

Pacing is the speed or rhythm of writing. Writers may deliberately slow 
down pacing. 

How does the author use foreshadowing and pacing to build tension 
in the story and create suspense? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, discuss specific 
examples from a story you’ve read or movie you have seen when the 
audience is given a clue about what might happen later on in the 
story. Why did including this clue build suspense? Record your 
responses in the note-catcher. 

Write Complete the Foreshadow and Pacing Chart. 

Closing Identify a passage from the story that you think creates the most 
suspense for the reader. Read it aloud to a family member, caregiver 
or friend and see if he or she agrees or disagrees. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 32 
 
Day 3 
Talk: Identify specific examples from a story you’ve read or movie you have seen 
when the audience is given a clue about what might happen later on in the 
story.  Why did including this clue build suspense?  
 
 
 
Think: How does the author use foreshadow and pacing to build tension in the 
story and create suspense? 

Write: Provide specific examples from the text when the author uses Foreshadow 
and Pacing and include them in the chart. 

Foreshadow Pacing 
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Lesson 33  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Target I can demonstrate how shifting the point of view of the story can 
affect the story’s plot. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Tell-Tale Heart 
Lesson 33 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W7_L33 

Read Read The Tell-Tale Heart 

Think How would the plot of the story unfold differently if it was told from 
another character’s point of view? Cite evidence from the story to 
support your answer. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, answer the question:  
Does it matter from whose perspective a story is told? Why or why 
not? Provide examples from the text to support your point and view 
and record it in the note-catcher. 

Write Starting at line 15 on page IL 4, reread the text. Write a brief 7-10 
sentence narrative from the perspective of the officers. 

Closing Share your narrative with a family member, caregiver, or friend. Ask 
for feedback about how you can make your narrative more 
suspenseful. Record their feedback in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 33 

 
Day 4 
Think: How would the plot of the story unfold differently if it was told from 
another character’s point of view? Cite evidence from the story to support 
your answer. 
 
 
 
Talk: With your family member, caregiver, or friend, answer the question:  Does 
it matter from whose perspective a story is told? Why or why not? Provide 
examples from the text to support your point and view 

 
 

Write: Write a brief 7-10 sentence narrative from the perspective of the officers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: Share your narrative with a family member, caregiver, or friend. Ask 
for feedback about how you can make your narrative more suspenseful. 
Record their feedback  
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 6/1/20 to 6/5/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions House Painting is a fictional narrative text written by Lan 

Samantha Chang.  It focuses on how Frances, one of the main 
characters, wrestles with the conflict she feels as she tries to 
balance her desires and her parent’s expectations. As students 
read the text, they should continue to keep in mind the unit 
essential question: “What do stories reveal about the human 
condition?” and the text specific guiding question: “How do 
people manage conflict between duty and desire?” 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the about the human 
condition?” 

Guiding Question #2 “How do people manage conflict between duty and desire?” 
Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 

 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W8_L34 House Painting First read, annotations, 

summary 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W8_L35 House Painting Close read, 

annotations, questions 
 

Day 3 ELA_G11_W8_L36 House Painting Close read, 
annotations, quick 

write 
Day 4 ELA_G11_W8_L37 House Painting Read, analysis 

questions  
Day 5 ELA_G11_W8_L38 House Painting Read, point of view 

reflection, what about 
Wei? 

 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 34 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of House 
Painting. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

House Painting 
Lesson 34 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L34 

Read Read House Painting 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting and 

give background information about what is currently happening when 
the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you read 
the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that you 
have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the margins 
of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What should a person do when their own plans and desires 
conflict with the expectations of the people they love? Record your 
answer in the note-catcher. 

Write Write a brief 5-7 sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help 
focus your writing. 

ü Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
ü Wanted-What does the main character want? 
ü But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
ü So- How is the problem resolved? 
ü Then-How does the story end? 

Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should 
not include your opinions. 

Closing Share your summary with a family member, caregiver, or friend.   

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 34 
Day 1 
Talk: What should a person do when their own plans and desires conflict with 
the expectation of the people they love?  
 
Write: After you have finished reading the story House Painting, write a brief 5-7 
sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help focus your writing. 

ü Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
ü Wanted-What does the main character want? 
ü But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
ü So- How is the problem resolved? 
ü Then-How does the story end? 

Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should not 
include your opinions. 

Summary 
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Lesson 35 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of House 
Painting. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

House Painting 
Lesson 35 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L35 

Read Read House Painting 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting 

and give background information about what is currently 
happening when the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you 
read the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that 
you have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: Why do you think Frances was so upset that Wei agreed to 
help paint the house? Provide specific examples from parts of the text 
and record your answer in the note-catcher. 

Write Research the term Xiaoxun from the story.  Explain the connection 
between Xiaxun and the concept of saving or losing “face”. How do 
these terms shape the plot of the story House Painting? Provide 
support from the text and record your answer in the note-catcher. 

Closing Identify and explain the theme of the story House Painting. Record 
your response in the note-catcher. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 35 
Day 2 
Talk: Why do you think Frances was so upset that Wei agreed to help paint the 
house?  

Write: Research the term Xiaoxun from the story.  Explain the connection 
between Xiaxun and the concept of saving or losing “face”. How do these 
terms shape the plot of the story House Painting? Provide support from the text 
and record your answer in the note-catcher. 

Closing: Identify and explain the theme of the story House Painting. Record 
your response in the note-catcher. 
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Lesson 36 

Target I can identify parts of the story that describe the characters’ 
appearance, actions, and feelings. 
I can respond to the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters 
in the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

House Painting 
Lesson 36 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L36 

Read Read House Painting 

Think As you read: 
ü Circle descriptive words or phrases that paint a picture of the 

characters’ thoughts or feelings. 
ü  Draw quotation marks in the margins beside any dialogue 

between characters and describe your observations about the 
tone of the conversation. 

ü Write down any thoughts or questions that you have about the 
author’s word choice, tone, or portrayal of characters in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the question: 
How does the concept of “face” impact the characters in the story? 
Explain. Provide examples from the text and record your answer in the 
note-catcher. 

Write Complete a 5-7 sentence Quick Write that describes the relationship 
between Frances and Wei. Cite specific evidence from the text to 
support your response. Write your description in the note-catcher. 

Closing Do you think Frances loves Wei? Why do you think she agrees to 
marry? Explain. Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 
Write your answer in the note-catcher. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 36 
Day 3 
Talk: How does the concept of “face” impact the characters in the story? 
Explain.  Provide examples from the text and record your answer in the note-
catcher. 
 
 
 
 
Write: Complete a 5-7 sentence Quick Write that describes the relationship 
between Frances and Wei. Cite specific evidence from the text to support 
your response. 

Quick Write: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing: Do you think Frances loves Wei? Why do you think she agrees to 
marry? Explain. Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.  
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Lesson 37  
Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 

the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

House Painting 
Lesson 37 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L37 

Read Read House Painting 

Think What do the characters do to manage the conflict that exists 
between their own desires and the expectations of others?    

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What do you think painting the house represents in this 
story? 

Write Identify three places in the text that reflect the conflict between a 
character’s personal desire and the expectation of others. Record in 
the note-catcher. 

Closing  What aspect of the human condition does the story House Painting 
reflect? Cite evidence from the text. Record your answer in the note-
catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 37 
 

Day 4 
Think: What do the characters do to manage the conflict that exists between 
their own desires and the expectations of others?   Cite evidence form the text 
to support your answer. 
 
 
 
Talk: What do you think painting the house represents in this story? Cite 
evidence form the text to support your answer. 
 
 
 
Write: Identify three places in the text that reflect the conflict between a 
character’s personal desire and the expectation of others.  
 
Example #1: 
 
Example #2: 
 
Example #3:  
 
Closing: What aspect of the human condition does the story House Painting 
reflect? Cite evidence from the text.  
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Lesson 38  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Target I can explain how the author’s choice of narrator helps develop the 
plot, characters, and themes of the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

House Painting 
Lesson 38 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W8_L38 

Read Read House Painting 

Think How does reading the story from the Annie’s (the younger sister) point 
of view impact the story?   

Why do you think the author chose to tell the story from Annie’s point 
of view instead of Frances? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question:  Why do you think the author chose the title, “House 
Painting” for the story? Explain. Provide evidence from the text.  
Record it in the note-catcher. 

Write Provide examples from the text to support your answers to the 
questions in the “think” section. Record your responses in the note-
catcher. 

Closing What about Wei? What do you think Wei is thinking and feeling?  
Provide examples from the text to support your answer.  As your family 
member, caregiver, or friend what they think as well.   

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 39 

Day 5 
Think: Answer the questions below.  

How does reading the story from the Annie’s (the younger sister) point of view 
impact the story?   

 

Why do you think the author chose to tell the story from Annie’s point of view 
instead of Frances? 
 

 
Talk: With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question:  Why do you think the author chose the title, “House Painting” for the 
story? Explain. Provide evidence from the text.   

 

 

Write: Provide examples from the text to support your answers to the questions in 
the “Think” section. Record your responses in the note-catcher. 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: What about Wei?  What do you think Wei is thinking and feeling?  Provide 
examples from the text to support your answer.  As your family member, 
caregiver, or friend what they think as well.   
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 6/8/20 to 6/12/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions The Man to Send Rain Clouds is a fictional narrative text written 

by Leslie Marmon Silko. It highlights the tension of the 
relationship between members of the Pueblo Native American 
community and the local Catholic church. As students read 
the text, they should continue to keep in mind the unit essential 
question: “What do stories reveal about the human condition?” 
and the text specific guiding question: “What role does power 
and authority play in the human condition?” 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the about the human 
condition?” 

Guiding Question #2 “What role does power and authority play in the human 
condition?” 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 
 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W9_L39 The Man to Send 

Rain Clouds 
First read, annotations, 
concept vocabulary 

Day 2 ELA_G11_W9_L40 The Man to Send 
Rain Clouds 

First read, annotations, 
summary 

 
Day 3 ELA_G11_W9_L41 The Man to Send 

Rain clouds 
Close read, 

annotations, questions 
Day 4 ELA_G11_W9_L42 The Man to Send 

Rain clouds 
Close read, 

annotations, quick 
write  

Day 1 ELA_G11_W9_L43 The Man to Send 
Rain clouds 

Read, analysis 
questions, reflect 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 39 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of The Man to 
Send Rain Clouds. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain Clouds 
Lesson 39 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L39 

Read Read pages IL6-IL8 from The Man to Send Rain Clouds 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting 

and give background information about what is currently 
happening when the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you 
read the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that 
you have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What are some traditions or customs that you practice in 
your household that reflect your heritage or culture?  Record them in 
your note-catcher. 

Write Complete the concept vocabulary chart. 

Closing Choose one concept vocabulary word to research further. Briefly 
describe how learning more about the term helped you understand 
the story.  Record your response in the note-catcher.   

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 39 
Day 1 
Talk: What are some traditions or customs that you practice in your household 
that reflect your heritage or culture?   

Write: Complete the concept vocabulary chart below: 

Word Definition Knew the term already? 

Yes or No? 

Arroyo   

Mass   

Angelus   

Medicine Bag   

The lamb Jesus Christ   

Cloister   

Last Rites   

Pagans   

Franciscan Robe   

   
 

Closing: Choose one concept vocabulary word to research further. Briefly 
describe how learning more about the term helped you understand the story.  
Record your response in the note-catcher.   
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Lesson 40 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of The Man to 
Send Rain Clouds. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain Clouds 
Lesson 40 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L40 

Read Read pages IL9- IL10 from The Man to Send Rain Clouds 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting and 

give background information about what is currently happening when 
the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you read 
the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that you 
have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the margins 
of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What should a person do when faced with the choice of 
holding on to their own cultural traditions and adapting to the culture 
of another group? Record your answer in the note-catcher. 

Write Write a brief 5-7 sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help 
focus your writing. 

ü Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
ü Wanted-What does the main character want? 
ü But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
ü So- How is the problem resolved? 
ü Then-How does the story end? 

Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should 
not include your opinions. 

Closing Share your summary with a family member, caregiver, or friend.   

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 40 
Day 2 
Talk: What should a person do when faced with the choice of holding on to their 
own cultural traditions and adapting to the culture of another group?  
 
Write: After you have finished reading the story The Man to Send Rain, write a brief 
5-7 sentence summary.  Use the acronym SWBST below to help focus your writing. 

ü Somebody- Who is the story about? (Characters) 
ü Wanted-What does the main character want? 
ü But- What is the problem/challenge the main character faces? 
ü So- How is the problem resolved? 
ü Then-How does the story end? 

Remember that summaries briefly present the plot of the story and should not 
include your opinions. 

Summary 
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Lesson 41 

Target I can read and summarize the background and plot of The Man to 
Send Rain Clouds. 
I can record my ideas and questions about the characters and 
events as I read the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain Clouds 
Lesson 41 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L41 

Read Read The Man to Send Rain Clouds 

Think As you read: 
ü Underline words, phrases, or sentences that describe the setting 

and give background information about what is currently 
happening when the story begins. 

ü Box any unfamiliar words or phrases that you come across as you 
read the story. 

ü Write down any emotional reactions, opinions, or questions that 
you have about the characters behavior as the story unfolds in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: Why do you think Leon asked the priest for the holy water? 
Provide specific examples from parts of the text and record your 
answer in the note-catcher. 

Write Identify and explain the theme of the story The Man to Send Rain 
Clouds. Record your response in the note-catcher. 

Closing How did the priest respond to the news of Teofilo’s death? Were you 
surprised by his reaction? Why or why not? Record your answer in the 
note-catcher. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 41 
Day 3 
Talk: Why do you think Leon asked the priest for the holy water? Provide specific 
examples from parts of the text  
 
Write: Identify and explain the theme of the story The Man to Send Rain Clouds. 
Cite evidence from the text of the story. 

Closing: How did the priest respond to the news of Teofilo’s death? Were you 
surprised by his reaction? Why or why not? Cite evidence from the story to 
support your answer.  

 
 
 
 
 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

138 

Lesson 42 

Target I can identify parts of the story that describe the characters’ 
appearance, actions, and feelings. 
I can respond to the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters 
in the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain Clouds 
Lesson 42 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L42 

Read Read The Man to Send Rain Clouds 

Think As you read: 
ü Circle descriptive words or phrases that paint a picture of the 

characters’ thoughts or feelings. 
ü  Draw quotation marks in the margins beside any dialogue 

between characters and describe your observations about the 
tone of the conversation. 

ü Write down any thoughts or questions that you have about the 
author’s word choice, tone, or portrayal of characters in the 
margins of the text. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the question: 
How does the history impact the way groups of people interact in the 
present? Provide examples from the text and record your answer in 
the note-catcher. 

Write What is the priest’s attitude toward Leon and his response to Leon’s 
request? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Closing Who do you think has power and authority in this situation? Explain. 
Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. Write your answer 
in the note-catcher. 
After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 42 
Day 4 
Talk: How does the history impact the way groups of people interact in the present? 
Provide examples from the text and record your answer in the note-catcher. 

Write: What is the priest’s attitude toward Leon and his response to Leon’s request? 
Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 
 
 
 
 
Closing: Who do you think has power and authority in this situation? Explain. Cite 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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Lesson 43 

Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 
the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain Clouds 
Lesson 43 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W8_L43 

Read Read The Man to Send Rain Clouds 

Think What do the characters do to manage the tension that exists 
between their two cultures?    

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: What do you think the holy water represents in this story? 

Write Identify three places in the text that reflect tension between the two 
cultures. Record in the note-catcher. 

Closing What aspect of the human condition does the story The Man to Send 
Rain Clouds reflect? Cite evidence from the text. Record your answer 
in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



https://detroitk12.org  
 

141 

 

 

Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 43 
 

Day 5 
Think: What do the characters do to manage the tension that exists between their 
two cultures? Cite evidence form the text to support your answer. 
 
 
 
Talk: What do you think the holy water represents in this story? Cite evidence form 
the text to support your answer. 
 
 
 
Write: Identify three places in the text that reflect tension between the two cultures. 
Record in the note-catcher. 
 
Example #1: 
 
Example #2: 
 
Example #3:  
 
Closing: What aspect of the human condition does the story The Man to Send Rain 
Clouds reflect? Cite evidence from the text.  
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Grade 11 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 
 

Week of 6/15/20 to 6/19/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube  
Directions The Man to Send Rain Clouds is a fictional narrative text written 

by Leslie Marmon Silko.  It highlights the tension of the 
relationship between members of the Pueblo Native American 
community and the local Catholic church. As students read 
the text, they should continue to keep in mind the unit essential 
question: “What do stories reveal about the human condition?” 
and the text specific guiding question: “What role does power 
and authority play in the human condition?” 
NOTE: You will use the same text as last week 

Guiding Question #1 “What do stories reveal about the about the human 
condition?” 

Guiding Question #2 “What role does power and authority play in the human 
condition?” 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil or Pen, Smartphone-Optional 
 

 
 Watch Read Do 
Day 1 ELA_G11_W10_L44 The Man to Send 

Rain Clouds 
Read, questions, 

alternate dialogue 
Day 2 ELA_G11_W10_L45 The Man to Send 

Rain Clouds 
Read, reflect, point of 

view narrative 
Day 3 ELA_G11_W10_L46 The Man to Send 

Rain clouds 
Read, questions, reflect 

Day 4 ELA_G11_W10_L47 The Man to Send 
Rain clouds 

Compare and contrast, 
reflect,  

 
Day 5 ELA_G11_W10_L48 The Man to Send 

Rain clouds 
Review, reflect, book 

cover design 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Lesson 44 

Target I can evaluate the thoughts, feelings, and actions of the characters in 
the story. 
I can connect the plot and theme of the story to the essential 
question and theme of the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain Clouds 
Lesson 44 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen, Smartphone (Optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W10_L44 

Read Read The Man to Send Rain Clouds 

Think How would you describe the relationship between the priest and the 
Pueblo community? 

Is there any part of the story where you think Leon and/or the Priest 
should have behaved differently? Why or why not? Provide evidence 
from the text to support your answer. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: Should Leon have been honest with the priest upfront about 
Teofilo’s death and the holy water? Why or why not? Provide 
evidence from the story. 

Write Rewrite the dialogue between Leon and the Priest in the part of the 
story that you identified that either one of them should have behaved 
differently. Include the original and new dialogue in the note-catcher. 

Closing Share your new dialogue with a family member, caregiver, or friend 
and get their feedback.  Record it in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 44 
Day 1 
Talk: Should Leon have been honest with the priest upfront about Teofilo’s death 
and the holy water? Why or why not? Provide evidence from the story. 
 
 
Think: Answer the questions below. Provide examples from the story The Tell-Tale 
Heart to support your answer. 
 
How would you describe the relationship between the priest and the Pueblo 
community? 

 

Is there any part of the story where you think Leon and/or the Priest should have 
behaved differently? Why or why not? Provide evidence from the text to support 
your answer. 
 
 
 
Write:  Rewrite the dialogue between Leon and the Priest in the part of the story 
that you identified that either one of them should have behaved differently. 
Include the original and new dialogue in the note-catcher. 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing: Share your quick write with a family member, care-giver, or friend. 
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Lesson 45  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Target I can explain how the author the author’s use of third person point of 
view helps develop the plot, characters, and themes of the story. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain 
Lesson 45 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W9_L45 

Read Read The Man to Send Rain 

Think How does the author’s use of third person point of view help reveal 
the tension between the two cultures? 

What insight do you have as the reader that you would not if the story 
was written from only one character’s point of view? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 
question: From what point of view do you prefer that a narrative 
fictional short story be written? Explain your opinion and provide 
examples. Record your answer in the note-catcher. 

Write Provide examples from the text to support your answers to the 
questions in the “Think” section. Record your responses in the note-
catcher. 

Closing Identify another object or event that could be seen as a symbol that 
represents the theme of the story.   Explain your choice and record it 
in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 45 
 

Day 2 
Think:  

How does the author’s use of third person point of view help reveal the tension 
between the two cultures? 

 

What insight do you have as the reader that you would not if the story was written 
from only one character’s point of view? 

Talk: From what point of view do you prefer that a narrative fictional short story be 
written? Explain your opinion and provide examples. 

Write: Provide examples from the text to support your answers to the questions in 
the “Think” section.  

Closing: Identify another object or event that could be seen as a symbol that 
represents the theme of the story.    
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Target I can identify examples of irony in the text. 
I can explain how the author’s use of irony reveals the true nature of 
the relationship between the priest and the Pueblo community. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

The Man to Send Rain (text) 
Lesson 46 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W10_L46 

Read Read The Man to Send Rain 

Think Situational Irony occurs in a story when something happens that 
contradicts the readers’ expectations. 

Dramatic Irony occurs in story when readers or viewers are aware of 
something that a character does not know. 

Verbal Irony occurs in a story when a person says something that 
deliberately contradicts what it actually means. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, respond to the 
following question: What makes something ironic? Provide an 
example from a short story or from real life experience.  Record your 
response in the note-catcher. 

Write Complete the Irony Chart in the note-catcher. 

Closing Choose one example of irony that you identified in the story and 
explain how changing the point of view from which the story is written 
could eliminate the irony. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Day 3 
Talk: What makes something ironic? Provide an example from a short story or from 
real life experience.   
 
 
 
Write: Provide specific examples of irony in the text. 

Type of Irony Example from the Text 

Situational  

 

 

Dramatic  

 

 

Verbal  

 

 
 

Closing: Choose one example of irony that you identified in the story and explain 
how changing the point of view from which the story is written could eliminate the 
irony. 
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Target I can make connections between the texts in Unit 6 and the essential 
question, guiding questions, and theme for the Unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

All Unit 6 Texts, notes, summaries 
Lesson 47 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO  ELA_G11_W10_L47 

Read Read text summaries written by student for Unit 6 

Think How do stressful situations bring out the best and worst in people? 

How do fictional characters respond to life changing news? 

What do short stories reveal about the human condition? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, answer the questions: 
Which text from Unit 6 was your favorite? What character from the 
Unit 6 texts was your favorite? What character was your least favorite? 
Explain. Record your responses in the note-catcher. 

Write Choose two characters from two different texts to compare and 
contrast.  Use the chart in the note-catcher to organize your thoughts. 

Closing Which was your favorite text to read in Unit 6 and why? Provide 
examples from the text to support your reasons. Record your response 
in the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Day 4 
Think: Answer the questions below.  Provide examples from more than one text from 
Unit 6 to support your answers. 

How do stressful situations bring out the best and worst in people? 
 
 
How do fictional characters respond to life changing news? 
 
 
What do short stories reveal about the human condition? 
 
 
Talk: Which text from Unit 6 was your favorite? What character from the Unit 6 texts 
was your favorite? What character was your least favorite? Explain. Provide examples 
from the text to support your answer. 
 

Write: Choose two characters from two different texts to compare and contrast. 

Traits Character 1: Character 2: 

Personality   

Behaviors   

Values   

Relationships   
 

Closing: Which was your favorite text to read in Unit 6 and why? Provide examples 
from the text to support your reasons. Record your response in the note-catcher. 
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Target I can make connections between the texts in Unit 6 and the essential 
question, guiding questions, and theme for the unit. 

Text, 
Materials, 
Video 
Name 

All Unit 6 Texts, notes, summaries 
Lesson 48 note-catcher 
Pencil or Pen 
Smartphone (optional) 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G11_W10_L48 

Read Read all of the text summaries you wrote for Unit 6 

Think What do all the texts in Unit 6 collectively reveal about the human 
condition? 

Why is this unit titled, “Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Tales”?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, answer the questions: 
Do you think the title of the unit reflects the stories well? Why or why 
not? What title would you give this collection of stories? Record your 
responses in the note-catcher. 

Write Complete the Word Network for Unit 6 in the note-catcher. 

Closing If this collection of text were to be published in a single book, what 
would the cover look like? Give the collection of Unit 6 texts a new 
title and design a book cover that best reflects the themes of the 
texts. Attach your design to the note-catcher. 

After you complete your assignment remember to read a book for 20 
minutes.   
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Day 5 
Think: Answer the questions below.  Provide examples from more than one text from 
Unit 6 to support your answers. 

What do all the texts in Unit 6 collectively reveal about the human condition? 

Why is this unit titled, “Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Tales”?  
 
Talk: Do you think the title of the unit reflects the stories well? Why or why not? What 
title would you give this collection of stories? 
 

Write: Use your notes and summaries from the Unit 6 texts to complete the word 
network. 

 

Closing: Give the collection of Unit 6 texts a new title and design a book cover that 
best reflects the themes of the texts. Attach your design to the note-catcher. 
 
 

 


