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Dear DPSCD Parents and Guardians,   

  

Welcome to the Weekly Distance Learning packet! This packet is designed to be 

utilized for student learning during this extended school closure. Within this document, 

you will find ten weeks’ worth of ELA/Literacy lessons for your child. Each week 

contains lessons that should be completed daily during the school week. The lessons 

are designed to take approximately one hour each day to complete and 

each lesson has a direct instruction video that is intended to offer a modeling or 

example of the learning activity and launch students into the day’s lessons. Videos 

can be accessed on the District’s YouTube channel and by searching the video title 

under each lesson on www.detroitk12.org/youtube. Within this packet there are 

directions for fluency practice that should be followed each week and a reading log 

to record daily independent reading.  Each week is designed for students to watch a 

video, read a text daily and complete a lesson activity.  Classroom teachers will 

support students with these daily lessons and activities in their virtual classrooms.  

  

As a reminder, if additional support is needed, classroom teachers will be available to 

support students via virtual classroom or phone conversations.  The lessons were 

designed to ensure that families and students can complete the activities on their own 

if needed, and follow a consistent daily structure of read, think, talk, write.  After your 

child has gone through the routine a few times they will become more independent in 

their learning.   

  

Please know that your family’s needs are very important to us and we appreciate your 

dedication to your child’s academic success.   

  

Best regards,   

  

April Imperio   

Executive Director K-12 Literacy & Early Learning  
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Oral Reading Fluency Directions 
Directions for high school students: 

    Time yourself for the first minute reading the first page of each week’s passage. If the 
passage repeats, read the second page. Record the number of words read in a minute. 

Mark # of words read_______ 
    Then do the following subtraction formula to see how many words you read correct in a 

minute. 
o   # of words read in a minute - # of errors = correct words read per minute 

    The number of words read correctly in a minute is your base score. 
    Time yourself for the duration of the passage that you read. 

Length of time it took to read the whole passage ________ 
    Put a circle around any words you could not read and/or you had trouble with. 

How many words do you need support with or not know at all? ________ 
Write up to ten of those words here (if any): 

1. 2. 

  

3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 

  

8. 9. 10. 

 Weekly Advice 
Monday Use a timer (cell phone timer is 

fine) to practice using the 

directions above 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Tuesday Try reading the passage twice 

(time yourself both times). 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Wednesday Practice reading the passage 

with fluency and expression at 

least two times. 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Thursday Read the passage again, just 

like you did the first time. Count 

the number of words you read 

correctly and record your time. 

You can mark 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Friday Celebrate your growth this 

week. Read the passage aloud 

one last time to see if you can 

beat previous times. 

Mark # of words read in 1 

minute _______ 

Length of time it took to read 

the whole passage ________ 

  

Recreate this page in your notebook to record each week’s words and your success. 
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Name___________________________ 
Distance Learning Reading Log 

Book Title & Author 

Date & # 

of Pages 

Read 

Reading Notes & Questions 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    

11.    

12.    

13.    

14.    

15.    

16.    

17.    

18.    

19.    

20.   

21.   

21.   
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22.   

23.   

24.   

25.   

26.   

27.   

28.   

29.   

30.   

31.   

32.   

33.   

34.   

35.   

36.   

37.   

38.    

39.   

40.   

41.   

42.   

43.   

44.   

45.   

48.   

47.   

48.   

49.   
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Grade 10 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 4/14/20 to 4/17/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” 

Their choices provide insights into their circumstances and 

their values. Over the course of Unit 4, You will read 

selections about people whose relationships with things 

reveal what is valuable to them and about people who long 

for more and people who lose it all. As you complete the 

reading and tasks for this unit, you will be asked to think 

about and respond to the texts in connection to the unit’s 

Essential Question: What do our possessions reveal about us?  

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

What can result from an imbalance between want and 

need? 

Materials Needed Learning Packet, Pencil, Device-Optional  
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W1_L1 “I Came, I Saw, I 

Shopped”  

Jumpstart, Summary and 

Quick Write Activities  

 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W1_L2 Text Preview Page  Vocabulary and Text 

Preview Activities  

 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W1_L3 “I Came, I Saw, I 

Shopped” 

Review Key Elements of 

the Text  

 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W1_L4 “I Came, I Saw, I 

Shopped” 

Review Text and Respond 

to Prompt Using 

Transitional words/phrases 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 1 

Target I can make connections to the unit’s texts and goals and can start to 

build background knowledge on key ideas and vocabulary 

presented in the Launch Text: “I Came, I Saw, I Shopped.”  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

“I Came, I Saw, I Shopped” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device-Optional  
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W1_L1 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

the text.  

Think Jump Start Question (answer in note-catcher)  

“What are some things you need in life? What are some things you 

want in life? Beyond the basic necessities, why do most of us always 

want more?”  

Optional: Unit Introduction Video  

As you watch, think about why more people (with privilege) do not 

practice the “power of half.” Is there anything that can be done to fix 

this?  https://tinyurl.com/UnitIntroVideo   

As you read, think about how the writer presents information in the 

form of examples, statistics, and expert opinions. How does the writer 

help the reader understand the importance of this information?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement “If they can 

afford it, people should buy whatever they want?” Why?  

Do you think you are hardwired (patterned to behave a certain 

way) to engage in emotional spending (buying things we don’t need 

or really want as a result of feeling stressed, board, upset, etc.)with 

the amount of advertisements present in today’s society?   

Write On your note-catcher summarize the text and answer the quick write 

question.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  

https://www.detroitk12.org/
https://tinyurl.com/UnitIntroVideo
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 1 

Day 1 

Jump Start: What are some things you need in life? What are some things you want 

in life? Beyond basic necessities, why do most of us always want more?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Summary: Write a summary of “I Came, I Saw, I Shopped.” A summary is a concise 

complete, and accurate overview of a text. It should not include a statement of 

your opinion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quick Write: Consider your thinking during this lesson and record your first thoughts 

here. How do we decide what we want versus what we need? What can result from 

an imbalance between want and need?   
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Lesson 2 

Target I can understand the expectations during this extended learning 

time and can make connections between different selections, tasks, 

and the essential question.   

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

Text Preview Page  

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device-Optional  
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W1_L2 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

the Text Preview Page. 

Think Throughout this unit, you will deepen your understanding of 

materialism by reading, writing, speaking and engaging with other’s 

ideas.  Think about the ways each text might relate to the concept of 

materialism.  

Here are five academic words that will be useful to you in this unit as 

you analyze and practice writing informative texts. You may wish to 

define these words on your note-catcher before you begin reading 

the texts. Words: Paradox, Chronicle, Allocate, Deduce, Primary   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions:  

What do our possessions reveal about us?   

People choose both the quality and the quantity of their “stuff.” How 

do our choices provide insight into our circumstances, and 

our values? 

Write Now that you have previewed and reflected on the texts, on 

your note-catcher, document which text you are the most interested 

in and why. In your response, you may want to mention other texts 

you may have read, movies or television shows you may have seen, 

or even songs that deal with the issues of people wanting more than 

what they have or who lose something valuable.  

Closing ● Share your top reading selection with someone.   

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 2 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 2 
Day 2 

What do you think the word materialism means?  

 

 

 
 

 

Vocabulary Words:  

Paradox: 

 

Chronicle: 

 

Allocate: 

 

Deduce: 

 

Primary: 

 

Capture Your Thinking: After reviewing the texts, which one are you the most 

interested in and why? In your response, you may want to mention other texts you 

have read, movies or television shows you may have seen, or even songs that deal 

with the issues of people wanting more than what they have or who lose something 

valuable.   
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Lesson 3 

Target I can identify the elements of effective informative texts and can 

evaluate evidence used in the Launch Text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

“I Came, I Saw, I Shopped” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device-Optional  
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W1_L3 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

the text, “I Came, I Saw, I Shopped.” 

Think The author of “I Came, I Saw, I Shopped,” writes about shopping in a 

way we can relate to personally and provides us with a common 

starting point for the unit topic. The text also provides a writing model 

for an informational essay. 

We know that the elements of an effective informative essay are: 

Clear Focus and Organization, Evidence and Elaboration, and Proper 

use of Conventions. How are these elements reflected in this text?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions:  

How does the author support her main idea---"there are many reasons 

that we are driven to own the latest games, shoes, or phones”?  

What types of evidence do they use to support this main idea?  

Write “I Came, I Saw, I Shopped,” is an example of an informative essay. 

On your note-catcher, document how this text is an example of an 

effective informative essay and identify at least 2 types of evidence 

the author uses to support her main point.  

Closing ● Share your analysis of the text with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 3 
Day 3 

In 3-5 sentences describe how the author meets the following criteria outlined below 

for an effective informational essay: 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are many different types of evidence writers can use to support their thesis 

statements. Review the text and identify at least two pieces of evidence the author 

uses to support her thesis---"there are many reasons that we are driven to own the 

latest games, shoes, or phones.” 
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Lesson 4 

Target I can accurately use a transitional word or phrase to join two related 

ideas.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

“I Came, I Saw, I Shopped” 

Note-catcher, Pencil, Device-Optional  
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W1_L4 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

the text.  

Think Clarity of writing is important, especially in connection to 

informational text. Writers often use transitional phrases to create 

connection and flow between ideas. Different transitions serve 

different purposes, such as showing contrast, showing cause and 

effect, or elaborating upon an idea.  

How often do you use transitions in your writing and/or conversations?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How do writers select appropriate transitional words and 

phrases?  

Write Using the guide on your note-catcher, review “I Came, I Saw, I 

Shopped,” and circle the transitional words and phrases.  

On your note-catcher, respond to the following prompt: What is one 

item you regret buying? What motivated you to buy this item for 

yourself (or someone else) and why do you now regret that purchase.  

Use transitional words and phrases from the grid to connect your 

thoughts and ideas.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone and relate it back to the 

essential question of the unit: What do our possessions say 

about us?  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 4 
Day 4 

Create Cohesion: Transitions and transitional expressions are words and phrases that 

hold your writing together. They show relationships among ideas, and the ways in 

which one concept leads to another. They help you connect, contrast, and 

compare ideas. Without accurate transitions, your writing can seem like a random 

assortment of unrelated information and observations. 

 

Respond to the following prompt using transitional words and phrases:  

What is one item you regret buying? What motivated you to buy this item for yourself 

(or someone else) and why do you now regret that purchase.   
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Grade 10 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 4/20/20 to 4/24/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” Their 

choices provide insights into their circumstances and their values. 

Over the course of Unit 4, You will read selections about people 

whose relationships with things reveal what is valuable to them and 

about people who long for more and people who lose it all. In this 

week’s text, “The Necklace,” you will explore the question of 

whether a young woman should be satisfied with ordinary comforts, 

or if she should pursue her dreams of a life of luxury.  As you 

complete the reading, you will be asked to think about and respond 

to the texts in connection to the unit’s Essential Question: What do 

our possessions reveal about us?  

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

Materials Needed “The Necklace” text 

Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W2_L5 The Necklace Complete First-Read, 

write a Summary  

Day 2 ELA_G10_W2_L6 The Necklace Close-Read the text, 

analyze a key detail 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W2_L7 The Necklace  Connect to unit’s 

Essential Question in 

Writing 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W2_L8 The Necklace Analyze and respond to 

the story’s ending  

Day 5 ELA_G10_W2_L9 The Necklace  Use semicolons 

effectively in writing 

sample  

Daily 9-12 Videos 

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 5 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

The Necklace  

Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional  /For Video- click QR Code on Cover 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W2_L5 

Read Background Information: “The Necklace” is an example of realist 

fiction because it aims to describe life as it is, and is without a fairytale 

ending.  It is the story of a middle-class woman who longs to be 

wealthy and her intrinsic motivation to be a part of the upper class. 

 

Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, read “The 

Necklace. As in the past, perform the steps of the First-Read  

independently (Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond) using the First-

Read Guide: Fiction  

Think We have all heard the expression “Things are not always what they 

appear to be.”  

Respond to the following question on your  Note-catcher: How might 

a person’s outward appearance fail to tell us everything we need to 

know about a person or situation? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Have you ever envied someone else for his or her status or 

possessions? How does this question relate to the story?  

Write Task: Write a summary of “The Necklace” in the space provided on 

your Note-catcher. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 5 

 
Day 1   

Jump Start: We have all heard the expression “Things are not always what they 

appear to be.” How might a person’s outward appearance fail to tell us everything 

we need to know about a person or situation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: Write a summary of  “The Necklace.” A summary is a concise complete, 

and accurate overview of a text. It should not include a statement of your opinion.   
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Lesson 6 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to help analyze an author’s 

choices on structuring a text by analyzing irony and its impact on the 

story. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

The Necklace  

Note-catcher  

Pencil, Device-optional / For Video- click QR Code on Cover 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W2_L6 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraphs 119-129 of “The Necklace.” We will use these paragraphs 

to help us understand irony.  

As in the past, perform the steps of the Close-Read  independently 

(Annotate, Question, Conclude).  

Think Irony refers to some type of contradiction between appearance and 

reality, between expectation and outcome, or between meaning 

and intention. Situational irony refers to something that happens that 

contradicts the expectations of the characters, reader, or audience. 

First let’s think about the events early in the story. On your Note-

catcher define irony in your own words.  

Question: What did Mathilde do when she realized she lost the 

necklace? Why did she act the way she did?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

Question: After reviewing your annotation details, discuss why this 

section of the text is so surprising.  

Write Task:  In the space provided on your Note-catcher, select one detail 

from paragraphs 119-129 of the text and respond to the following 

questions:  

Why did the author include this detail in the text?  

In what way does this detail contain irony/situational irony?  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 6 
Day 2  

Define Irony in your own words:  

 

 

 

 

Select one detail from paragraphs 119-129 of the text:  

 

 

Respond to the following questions:  

Why did the author include this detail in the text?  

 

In what way does this detail contain irony/situational irony?  
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Lesson 7 

Target I can identify key character traits and can explain their impact on the 

events within a story.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

The Necklace  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional / For Video- click QR Code on Cover 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W2_L7 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

your annotations of the text.  

Think Thinking back on the story, how do visits to her rich friend affect 

Mathilde? Why does Mathilde react the way she does?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Which contributes more to Mathilde’s misery---her 

circumstances or her desires? Capture your thoughts on your Note-

catcher before engaging in discussion.  

Write Task: As a reader, it is important to connect the unit’s texts to the 

Essential Question: What do our possessions reveal about us?  

In the space provided on your Note-catcher, respond to the following 

prompt: What have you learned about materialism from reading this 

story?  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 7 

 
Day 3  

Talk: Which contributes more to Mathilde’s misery---her circumstances or her desires? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write:  What have you learned about materialism* from reading this story? 

Remember, materialism is when a person is overly concerned with or stresses about 

goods and possessions rather than intellectual or spiritual things.  
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Lesson 8 

Target I can understand how an author’s choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events within it, and manipulate time create 

such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

The Necklace  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional / For Video- click QR Code on Cover 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W2_L8 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread the last few pages 

of the story along with the previous days’ Note-catchers.  

Think In the space provided on your Note-catcher, respond to the following 

prompt: What actions would you take and how would you feel if you 

lost a valuable possession that belonged to someone else. Consider 

what the consequences of your response to the loss might be and 

how it might affect your life? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How might Mathilde’s life have been different if she had 

told Madame Forestier the truth about the necklace right after the 

ball?  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher respond to the 

following question:  

Is the surprise ending in “The Necklace” believable? Why or why not? 

In your answer make sure to include references to the text when 

appropriate.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read  for 20 

minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 8 

 
Day 4   

Think: What actions would you take and how would you feel if you lost a valuable 

possession that belonged to someone else. Consider what the consequences of 

your response to the lose might be and how it might affect your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Is the surprise ending in “The Necklace” believable? Why or why not? In your 

answer make sure to include references to the text when appropriate. 
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Lesson 9  

Target I can accurately use a semicolon to join two closely related 

independent clauses. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

The Necklace  

Note-catcher  

Pencil, Device-optional / For Video- click QR Code on Cover 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W2_L9 

Read Writers such as Guy Maupassant, use punctuation marks, including 

semicolons, to clarify relationships between ideas. A semi-colon ( : ) is 

used to join two closely related independent clauses that are not 

already joined. Remember that independent clauses are sentences 

that can stand on their own. 

Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read the 

sentence examples provided on your Note-catcher.  

Think After reading the sentence examples, think about where a semicolon 

should be inserted in each of the sentences based on your 

understanding of the story.  Circle, where you would add semicolons. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend reread paragraph 100 

of “The Necklace,” which is located on your Note-catcher. Identify 

the semicolon and the two independent clauses it separates. Discuss 

why the author chose to use a semicolon in this instance.  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, write three 

sentences of your own to describe Madame Loisel---her character, 

her dreams, and her experiences in the story. Use a semicolon in each 

sentence.  

Or 

Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, write a short 

paragraph using at least one semicolon and explain why the use of 

the semicolon is appropriate.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.   

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 9 
Day 5   

Read: Think about where a semicolon should be inserted in each sentence based on 

your understanding of the story.  

  

 

Think: Identify the semicolon and the two independent clauses it separates. Why the 

author chose to use a semicolon in this instance.  

 

 

Write: Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, write three sentences of 

your own to describe Madame Loisel---her character, her dreams, and her 

experiences in the story. Use a semicolon in each sentence.  

Or 

Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, write a short paragraph using at 

least one semicolon and explain why the use of the semicolon is appropriate 
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Grade 10 ELA/Reading 
 

WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 4/27/20 to 5/01/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” 

Their choices provide insights into their circumstances and 

their values. In this week’s text, “Civil peace,” you will learn 

about the aftermath of a civil war and how the things that 

matter the most become clear for the main character.  As 

you complete the reading, you will be asked to think about 

and respond to the texts in connection to the unit’s Essential 

Question: What do our possessions reveal about us? 

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

Materials Needed “Civil Peace” text 

Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W3_L10 

 

“Civil Peace” Complete First-Read, 

write a Summary  

 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W3_L11 

 

“Civil Peace”  Close-Read the text, 

connect to author’s 

experience 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W3_L12 

 

“Civil Peace” Analyze author’s attitude 

and choice of title  

Day 4 ELA_G10_W3_L13 

 

“Civil Peace”  Recognize dialect in 

writing 

Day 5 ELA_G10_W3_L14 

 

“Civil Peace”  Write a character analysis  
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Lesson 10 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Civil Peace  

Note-catcher, First-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional /Scan the QR Code on the Cover for Videos 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W3_L10 

Read Background Information: The main character of the story, Johnathan 

expresses an optimistic view on life, driven by his belief that “Nothing 

puzzles God”---that whatever happens has some reason.  

 

Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, First-Read 

“Civil Peace.” As in the past, perform the steps of the First-Read  

independently (Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond) using the First-

Read Guide: Fiction 

Think Respond to the following question on your Note-catcher: How can our 

circumstances influence material priorities, and what really matters in 

life? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: What things are most important in life? Would you be willing 

to sacrifice material possessions if you really needed to? 

Write Task: Write a summary of  “Civil Peace” in the space provided on your 

Note-catcher. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 10 
Day 1 

Jump Start: What things are most important in life? Would you be willing to sacrifice 

material possessions if you really needed to?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: Write a summary of  “Civil Peace” A summary is a concise complete, and 

accurate overview of a text. It should not include a statement of your opinion.   
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Lesson 11 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to analyze how complex 

characters develop over the course of a text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Civil Peace  

Note-catcher, Close-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W3_L11 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraph 4 of “Civil Peace” We will use this paragraph to help us 

understand the author’s use of specific words and phrases.  

As in the past, perform the steps of the Close-Read  independently 

(Annotate, Question, Conclude). As you annotate this paragraph, 

mark words and phrases related to luck or wonder.  

 

Think After understanding the background of the story, why do references 

to luck and wonder appear so frequently?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Even in the aftermath of war, why do you believe 

Johnathan finds it important to remain positive? How might his 

attitude affect those around him?  

Write Johnathan expresses an optimistic view on life, driven by his belief 

that “Nothing puzzles God”---that whatever happens has some 

reason. Given the fact that the author, Chinua Achebe, was born into 

the Nigerian Igbo tribe and publicly supported the independence of 

the Biafra region think about how this personal experience influenced 

this fictional story.  

In the space provided in your Note-catcher, respond to the following 

questions: How might the author’s personal experience and views be 

reflected in a “Civil Peace.” Do you believe Johnathan represents the 

author’s stance in the story? Explain.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 11 
Day 2 

Write: How might the author’s personal experience and views be reflected in a “Civil 

Peace?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think Johnathan’s life was like after the story?  
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Lesson 12 

Target I can cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Civil Peace  

Note-catcher, Close-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G_10_W3_L12 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

your summary of the story and Close-Read annotations. As a final 

step, reread paragraph 1 of the text.  

Think Think about the “five inestimable blessings” for which Johnathan is 

grateful: “his head, his wife, Maria’s head, and the heads of three out 

of their four children.” 

Think about the following question: What does Johnathan’s attitude 

toward these blessings show you about the nature of the Nigerian 

Civil War? Capture your thoughts in the space provided on your Note-

catcher.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, compare and contrast 

characters’ reactions. In your discussion talk about the following 

question: How is Johnathan’s reaction to the loss of the egg-rasher 

different from that of the man robbed at the Treasury?  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, respond to the 

following question: Why do you think the author chooses the term 

“Civil Peace” as the story’s title? Explain you reasoning, using details 

from the story.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 12 
Day 3 

Think: What does Johnathan’s attitude toward these blessings show you about the 

nature of the Nigerian Civil War? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Why do you think the author chooses the term “Civil Peace” as the story’s title? 

Explain you reasoning, using details from the story. 
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Lesson 13 

Target I can identify the use and importance of dialect within a text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Civil Peace  

Note-catcher, Close-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W3_L13 

Read Sometimes writers give characters a voice with dialect. Dialect is a 

form of language spoken by people in a particular region or group. It 

may involve changes to the pronunciation, vocabulary and sentence 

structure of the standard form of the language.  

 

Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

the examples of dialect that appear in the two passages from “Civil 

Peace” shown on the chart in your Note-Catcher.  

Think Question: Think about the use of dialect in “Civil Peace.” How does 

the author’s choice to have characters speak in dialect add a sense 

of authenticity to the story?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: What are some examples of language common to social 

media and texting that you commonly use?  

Write Task: Write a brief paragraph in which you describe your morning 

routine. Use standard English. Then, write another paragraph on the 

same topic. Use nonstandard language variations with which you are 

familiar.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 13 
Day 4 

Think: Mark examples of dialect that appear in the two passages from “Civil Peace” 

that are show in the chart. Then revise at least one of the passages using Standard 

English.  

 

 

Write: Write a brief paragraph in which you describe your morning routine. Use 

standard English. Then, write another paragraph on the same topic. Use 

nonstandard language variations with which you are familiar.  
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Lesson 14 

Target I can write a short character analysis  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Civil Peace  

Note-catcher, Close-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W3_:14 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

the Writing to Sources Assignment on your Note-catcher.  

Think Before you begin writing think about what makes Johnathan do the 

things he does. What is he afraid of? What has he lost.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about what you 

think Johnathan’s future might have looked like with these traits.  

Write Task: On the space provided on your Note-catcher write a brief 

character analysis. Identify Johnathan’s main character traits, 

including his strengths and weaknesses. Then explain how these traits 

help Johnathan overcome obstacles.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 14 
 

Day 5 

Write: The fate of the main character in “Civil Peace” is determined in large part by 

his personality. Write a brief character analysis in od Johnathan in the space 

provided. In your analysis, identify Johnathan’s main character traits, including his 

strengths and weaknesses. Then explain how these traits help Johnathan overcome 

obstacles.  

 

Suggested Steps Before Writing:  

• Review the story to analyze Johnathan in detail.  
• Identify specific examples in the story that demonstrate Johnathan’s 

character traits.  

• Link supporting details to your main idea using phrases such as for example.  

Include transition words such as instead to connect ideas.  

• End with a conclusion that completes the ideas you developed.  
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9-12 Daily Videos 

 

 

Grade 10 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/4/20 to 5/8/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” Their 

choices provide insights into their circumstances and their 

values.. In this week’s text, “In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for 

Beauty in Ugliness,” we learn about what is gained and what is 

lost in the quest for gold. As you complete the reading, you will 

be asked to think about and respond to the texts in connection 

to the unit’s Essential Question: What do our possessions reveal 

about us? 

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

Materials Needed “In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in Ugliness” text 

Note-Catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W4_L15 

 

“In La Rinconada, Peru, 

Searching for Beauty in 

Ugliness”  

Complete First-Read, Write 

a Summary 

 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W4_L16 

 

“In La Rinconada, Peru, 

Searching for Beauty in 

Ugliness” 

Complete Close-Read, 

Describe Author’s tone in 

writing  

Day 3 ELA_G10_W4_L17 

 

“In La Rinconada, Peru, 

Searching for Beauty in 

Ugliness” 

Respond to prompt using 

specific evidence from the 

text  

Day 4 ELA_G10_W4_L18 

 

“In La Rinconada, Peru, 

Searching for Beauty in 

Ugliness” 

Analyze elements of 

subjectivity/objectivity 

Day 5 ELA_G10_W4_L19 

 

“In La Rinconada, Peru, 

Searching for Beauty in 

Ugliness” 

 

Explain elements of literary 

journalism  
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Lesson 15 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in Ugliness  

Note-catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction  

Pencil, Device-optional/Scan QR Code on Cover for Videos 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W4_L15 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read ”In 

La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in Ugliness.” As in the past, 

perform the steps of the First-Read  independently (Notice, Annotate, 

Connect, Respond) using the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction 

Think Study the photograph of La Rinconada at the beginning of the 

selection. Think about the perspective of the mountain, the homes, 

and other buildings. From this photo, what do you think life is like in this 

region? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: If you knew that people risked their lives or worked very hard 

to harvest something as limited in nature and as valuable as gold, 

would you want to buy it? Write your initial thoughts in the space 

provided on your Note-catcher.  

Write Task: Write a summary of “In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty 

in Ugliness” in the space provided on your Note-catcher. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 15 
Day 1 

Jump Start: What things are most important in life? Would you be willing to sacrifice 

material possessions if you really needed to?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: Write a summary of  “In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in 

Ugliness.” A summary is a concise complete, and accurate overview of a text. It 

should not include a statement of your opinion.   
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Lesson 16 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to determine an author’s 

point of view and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance 

that point of view or purpose. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in Ugliness  

Note-catcher, Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction  

Pencil, Device-optional/ Scan QR Code on Cover for Videos 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W4_L16 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraphs 15 and 16. As you are close-reading, focus on how the 

authors describes the scene and sets the tone. Complete the Close-

Read Guide: Nonfiction for this section of the text.  

Think We know that tone of a narrative conveys the author’s attitude to the 

subject and to the reader. The author’s judgement and emotions are 

conveyed through tone, and it’s through tone that the reader gets to 

understand who the author is and why the author writes this way. As 

you read, think about the following question: What additional insight 

do we have about the author from these paragraphs? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: What can a reader infer from the author’s use of descriptive 

language in paragraphs 15 and 16.  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher answer the 

following question: Describe the tone of paragraphs 15 and 16.   

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 16 
Day  2 

In your own words describe the concept of tone:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write:  Describe the tone of paragraphs 15 and 16.  Use specific words and phrases 

from the text to support your point.  
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Lesson 17 

Target I can cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in Ugliness  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional/ Scan QR Code on Cover for Videos 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W4_L17 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraph 23 of the article.  

Think Do you have things that are important to you? What makes an items 

precious? Do you ever think about the sacrifice and work that goes 

into obtaining and creating the items you love? Capture your 

thoughts on the space provided on your Note-catcher.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: As you reread paragraph 23 think about the way the 

author positions the “burgeoning middle class” and the “minor on his 

own.” What can we infer about the interaction between these two 

groups of people?  

Write In the space provided on your Note-catcher answer the following 

question: What do you see as the “curse” of Atahualpa? In your 

opinion, has the curse been lifted, or does Peru still live under its 

influence. Explain, using specific examples from the text to support 

your answer.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 17 
Day 3 

Think: Do you have things that are important to you? What makes an items 

precious? Do you ever think about the sacrifice and work that goes into obtaining 

and creating the items you love? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write:  What do you see as the “curse” of Atahualpa? In your opinion, has the curse 

been lifted, or does Peru still live under its influence. Explain, using specific examples 

from the text to support your answer. 
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Lesson 18 

Target I can identify the essential elements of Literary Nonfiction and Literary 

Journalism and provide examples of each element from a given text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in Ugliness  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional/ Scan QR Code on Cover for Videos 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W4_L18 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

the description of literary Nonfiction on your Note-catcher.  

Think Think about the difference between the terms subjective and 

objective. Subjective statement reflects a person’s outlook or opinion 

and relies on emotions and personal feelings. In contrast, objective 

statement is based on facts and observations.  

Think about either a past or current research assignment. Which types 

of writing would you expect to see in this assignment? Capture your 

thinking in the space provided on your Note-catcher. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How does the author adopt an objective viewpoint in her 

writing?  

Note: In Literary Nonfiction, it is important to remain objective when 

writing. Authors will focus on the facts of their story but add their own 

personal flair.  

Write An important skill to have as a reader is the ability to decipher (tell the 

difference) between imagery, facts, and personal observations. To 

reinforce the learning in this lesson, on your Note-catcher, identify a 

passage or detail and respond whether the statement is true for 

everyone or just the writer. Note facts will be true no matter who is 

speaking, but imagery and observations can be subjective.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 18 
Day 4 

Think: Think about either a past or current research assignment. Which types of 

writing would you expect to see in this assignment? Explain your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Identify a passage or detail and respond whether the statement is true for 

everyone or just the writer. 
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Lesson 19 

Target I can identify key elements of literary journalism in an article and can 

explain each element through examples.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

In La Rinconada, Peru, Searching for Beauty in Ugliness  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional/ Scan QR Code on Cover for Videos 
WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W4_L19 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

the text and the previous days’ annotations. Next, review the 

directions on your Note-catcher.  

Think Connect your thinking to the Essential Question: What do our 

possessions reveal about us? What has this article taught us about 

materialism and society’s views on consumption?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Discuss what it means to write objectively.  

Write Work independently to identify passages in the article that exemplify 

literary journalism.  Complete the grid located on your Note-catcher. 

Once complete, respond to the following question on your Note-

catcher: How might having a personal connection to the subject 

matter, such as the author, make for stronger literary journalism?  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 19 
Day 5 

Write: How might having a personal connection to the subject matter, such as the 

author, make for stronger literary journalism? 
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9-12 Daily Videos 

 

 

 

 

Grade 10 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/11 /20 to 5/15 /20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” 

Their choices provide insights into their circumstances and their 

values. Over the course of Unit 4, You will read selections about 

people whose relationships with things reveal what is valuable 

to them and about people who long for more and people 

who lose it all. This week, you will study two poems that address 

the question: Does money really make us happy? As you 

complete the reading, you will be asked to think about and 

respond to the texts in connection to the unit’s Essential 

Question: What do our possessions reveal about us? 

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

Materials Needed “The Good Life” and “Money” poetry texts  

Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Poetry  

Pencil, Device-optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W5_L20 “The Good Life”  First Read; Poetry 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W5_L21 “The Good Life”  Annotating the Text 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W5_L22 “Money” Analyze Characterization 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W5_L23 “Money” Student Work 

Day 5 ELA_G10_W5_L24 

 

“The Good Life” and 

“Money”  

Student Work 
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Lesson 20 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Good Life” text  

Note-Catcher, First-Read: Poetry  

Pencil, Device-Optional /Scan QR Code  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W5_L20 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

“The Good Life.” As in the past, perform the steps of the First-Read  

independently (Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond) using the First-

Read Guide: Poetry 

Think As you read, think about the following: The speaker in the poem looks 

back fondly on a time where money was tight. The speaker is 

nostalgic for this time.  

The definition of nostalgic is someone or something who has a longing 

for the past or who looks back and remembers the past wistfully. An 

example of nostalgic is a person who is looking back at old 

photographs and remembering good time. 

Is there a time in your life, perhaps when things were simpler, that you 

are nostalgic about? Capture your thoughts on your Note-catcher.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Why is money so important to people? How does having or 

not having money for something make you feel? 

Write Task: In “The Good Life” which life does the speaker seem to feel is 

“good”---the one in which money is more available, or the one spent 

living on “coffee and bread”? Explain. Cite relevant and specific 

information from the text to support your answer.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 20 
Day 1 

Think: Is there a time in your life, perhaps when things were simpler, that you are 

nostalgic about? 
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Lesson 21 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to infer a character’s values 

presented in a poetry selection.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Good Life” text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W5_L21 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

your First-read annotations. Next, Close-read lines 5-8 and think about 

the annotations you marked. Now, mark details in these lines that 

show the way the speaker dealt with limited money.  

Think After annotating lines 5-8, consider what these details might tell you. 

What might a reader infer about the speaker’s values?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How do we determine what we value in life? What are 

some values you share with family members and/or friends? 

(Examples of values are: honesty, integrity, discipline, fearlessness, 

love, kindness, perseverance). Capture your thinking on your Note-

catcher.  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher answer the 

following question: What are some examples of things we can’t place 

a monetary value on? Use specific examples and/or real life situations 

to support your point.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 21 

 
Day 2 

Talk: How do we determine what we value in life? What are some values you share 

with family members and/or friends? (Examples of values are: honesty, integrity, 

discipline, fearlessness, love, kindness, perseverance).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: What are some examples of things we can’t place a monetary value on? Use 

specific examples and/or real life situations to support your point. 
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Lesson 22 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Money”  

Note-catcher, First-Read: Poetry  

Pencil, Device-optional  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W5_L22 

Read Background: This poem features an element of American culture that 

is now almost entirely gone---door-to-door sales. Before the 

widespread use of media and telephones, salespeople would make 

unexpected stops at private homes in the hopes of selling their 

products or services. Many towns and cities have passed ordinances 

to regulate and restrict uninvited door-to-door solicitations.  

 

Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

“Money.”  

Think As you read the poem, think about the nature of the children’s lives. 

Ask yourself the following question: How do the parents deal with 

money and spending? How does this impact the way the children 

live? How might the spending habits of our parents and caregivers 

impact the way we see/spend money as we get older? Capture your 

thinking on your Note-catcher.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Is the speaker of the poem simply describing the family’s 

situation or is the speaker criticizing something? Explain.  

Write Task: It is often said that our priorities and struggles are shown by the 

ways we spend our money. After reading the prose poem “Money,” 

Respond to the following  question in the space provided on your 

Note-catcher:  What lessons do the parents try to teach their children 

about spending and saving? What does this say about their priorities? 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 22 
Day 3 

Think: How do the parents deal with money and spending? How does this 

impact the way the children live?  

 

 

 

 

 

How might the spending habits of our parents and caregivers impact the way 

we see/spend money as we get older? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: What lessons do their parents try to teach their children about spending 

and saving? What does this say about their priorities?    
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Lesson 23 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to analyze characterization 

present in a poetry selection.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“Money”  

Note-catcher, First-Read: Poetry  

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W5_L23 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver or friend, review 

your First-read annotations. Next, perform he Close-read steps for 

paragraphs 4-6. We will use these paragraphs to help us analyze the 

author’s use of characterization in the poem. As in the past, perform 

the steps of the Close-Read  independently (Annotate, Question, 

Conclude). As you annotate this paragraph, mark words and phrases 

related to luck or wonder. 

 

Think As you begin your Close-read of the text, begin to think about what 

kind of people the children’s parents are. On your Note-Catcher write 

some adjectives that come to mind when you think about the 

children’s parents.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Even though the family does not have a lot of extra money 

to help others, it is important to note that they do give money to the 

church. What does this detail suggest about their characters?  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, write an answer to 

the following question: In the poem, “Money” how do the parents 

decide what they want and what they need? How do they try to 

teach their children about wants vs. Needs? Use specific examples 

from the text in your answer.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 23 
Day 4 

Think: On your Note-Catcher write some adjectives that come to mind when you 

think about the children’s parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: In the poem, “Money” how do the parents decide what they want and what 

they need? How do they try to teach their children about wants vs. Needs? Use 

specific examples from the text in your answer. 
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Lesson 24 

Target I can plan and write a short story that answers a question left open by 

one of the poetry selections from this week.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Good Life,” and “Money” texts 

Note-catcher/assignment page  

Pencil, Device-Optional  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W5_L24 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver or friend,  review 

your notes and annotations for both poetry selections. Next, review 

the guidance for writing a short story on their Note-catcher.  

Think You read two poetry selections this week. Think about which selection  

you more prefer. Your short story writing assignment will be a 

continuation of the poem.  

Before you begin writing, think about the main elements of a short 

story. Think about the plot and the characters in the story. Identify the 

setting. You may wish to write sentences for each of the story 

elements, describing the plot, main characters and setting.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Which poem resonated with you more and why?  

Write Task: Plan and write a short story that answers a question left open by 

one of the poems. Choose one of the following options:  

❑ In, “The Good Life,” why does the speaker feel “nostalgic” 

about the past? What has changed in the speaker’s life? 
❑ In “Money,” what has really happened to the thin young boy 

who claims to be completing a Sales Program?  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 24 
Day 5 

Tips before writing... 

When writing a short story, it is best to plan the direction your story will take before to 

write. You may wish to talk with someone at home to share what you plan to write as 

the beginning, middle, and end to your story. It is also important that your story 

contain these three elements:  

• Plot: Your story contains a sequence of events that a reader can follow. Often, 

there is a conflict (or problem) present in the story that the characters work to 

resolve. 
• Strong main character/characters: It is important to develop a strong main 

character and to provide a clear description for your readers.  

• Setting: Make sure to include details about where and when the story takes 

place.  

 

Select one or the following options:  

 

❑ In, “The Good Life,” why does the speaker feel “nostalgic” about the past? 

What has changed in the speaker’s life? 
❑ In “Money,” what has really happened to the thin young boy who claims to be 

completing a Sales Program? 
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9-12 Daily Videos 

 

 

Grade 10 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/18/20 to 5/22/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” 

Their choices provide insights into their circumstances and their 

values. This week, you will read a nonfiction article that 

describes what was expected to be the final adventure of 

Forrest Fenn. The search for treasure documented in the article 

helps readers consider what matters to them. As you complete 

the reading, you will be asked to think about and respond to 

the text in connection to the unit’s Essential Question: What do 

our possessions reveal about us? 

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

Materials Needed “The Thrill of the Chase” 

Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W6_L25 

 

“The Thrill of the 

Chase” 

Write a Summary  

Day 2 ELA_G10_W6_L26 

 

“The Thrill of the 

Chase” 

 

Close-Read the text, 

analyze author’s use of 

anecdotes 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W6_L27 

 

“The Thrill of the 

Chase” 

 

Literary Nonfiction: 

Feature Story 

 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W6_L28 

 

“The Thrill of the 

Chase” 

Analyze Sentence 

Variety, Apply to Writing 

Sample  

 

Day 5 ELA_G10_W6_L29 

 

“The Thrill of the 

Chase” 

Taking and Supporting a 

Position Exercise  
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 25 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Thrill of the Chase” text  

Note-catcher, First-Read: Nonfiction Guide  

Pencil, Device-optional / scan QR Code on Cover  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W6_L25 

Read Background Information: The article chronicles the controversies 

surrounding a modern-day hunt for a real-life buried treasure. The 

article describes what was expected to be the final adventure of 

Forrest Fenn, and art collector and treasure hunter.  

 

Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

Text. As in the past, perform the steps of the First-Read  independently 

(Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond) using the First-Read Guide: 

Fiction 

Think As you read the text for the first time, notice the tone of the feature, 

and pay attention to the way the author presents the information. As 

you read, pause and make connections with stories you’ve read or 

heard, movies, and TV shows or with your own personal experience. 

Document this insight in the Connect section on your First-Read 

Guide: Nonfiction. 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: How much time and effort would you put into finding a 

treasure? Would you find a treasure hunt thrilling or frustrating? 

Capture your response on your Note-catcher.  

Write Task: On the space provided on your Note-catcher confirm your 

understanding by writing a summary of the text.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 25 

 
Day 1 

Talk: How much time and effort would you put into finding a treasure? Would you 

find a treasure hunt thrilling or frustrating? 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Confirm your understanding by writing a summary of the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 97 of 170 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 98 of 170 

 

Lesson 26 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to analyze how the use of 

anecdotes enhance the intended message of a text.   

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Thrill of the Chase” text  

Note-catcher, First-Read: Nonfiction Guide  

Pencil, Device-optional/ scan QR Code on Cover  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W6_L26 

Read Note that an anecdote is a short amusing or interesting story about a 

real incident or person. Authors often use anecdotes to strengthen 

the credibility of their writing. They are important because they 

emphasize personal experience, next to that of facts or professional 

perspectives 

 

With this in mind, Independently or with a family member, caregiver, 

or friend, reread paragraph 19 of “The Thrill of the Chase”. We will use 

this paragraph to help us understand the author’s use of anecdotes. 

As in the past, perform the steps of the Close-Read  independently 

(Annotate, Question, Conclude). Mark details in the paragraph  that 

relate to the anecdotes sent to Fenn by different treasure hunters.  

Think What can you infer about the anecdotes provided in paragraph 19? 

Why might individuals write to Finn about a treasure they never 

found? Document your thinking on the space provided on your Note-

catcher.  

Talk With a parent, caregiver, or friend, discuss which is more exciting: the 

search for an object that is difficult to acquire or being given the 

object? Do material objects bring people happiness?  

Write In the space provided on your Note-catcher respond to the following 

question: Select one of the anecdotes from paragraph 19 and 

explain why you think the author included it in the article. What 

importance did that particular anecdote have in the text?  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 26 

 
Day 2 

Think: What can you infer about the anecdotes provided in paragraph 19? Why 

might individuals write to Finn about a treasure they never found? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Select one of the anecdotes from paragraph 19 and explain why you think the 

author included it in the article. What importance did that particular anecdote have 

in the text? 
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Lesson 27 

Target I can identify and explain the structure of a feature story and can 

apply this knowledge to additional topics of interest.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Thrill of the Chase” text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional/ scan QR Code on Cover 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W6_L27  

Read Note that feature stories are also knows as “human interest” stories. 

These articles are written on topics that most people find intriguing 

and often fun.  

 

Independently, or with a family member, caregiver or fried, review 

the Guidance on Literary Nonfiction feature stories on your Note-

catcher.  

Think As you review the characteristic elements of feature stories, think 

about the choices the author makes in order to make her writing 

come alive for the reader. Capture your thinking by answering the 

questions on your Note-catcher before engaging in conversation.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: What are some feature stories either in print or on the news 

that you have read or seen? How do the authors engage the 

audience around these topics? Current news topics are welcome 

parts of this discussion.  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, answer the 

following question: How does the author end the feature story? Why is 

this ending effective? 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 27 
Day 3 

 

Adapted from Analyze Craft Feature Story: The Thrill of the Chase  

 

Title: Designed to grab the reader’s interest 

Introduction: Established the setting and the main idea 

Body: Chunks information, often (but not always) separated by subheadings. 

Presents the main ideas through compelling anecdotes, facts, quotations, details 

and examples.  

Conclusion: Ends on a memorable note with a strong image or quotation.  

 

How does the title grab the reader’s interest? Explain? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does the author open with the sentence: Blame Ralph Lauren? 
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Review the details the author includes in the second paragraph. Why does the 

author include them?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write:  How does the author end the feature story? Why is this ending effective?  
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Lesson 28 

Target I can analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed 

and refined by particular sentences and varied use of sentence 

structure.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Thrill of the Chase” text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional/ scan QR Code on Cover 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W6_L28  

Read Authors clarify and develop ideas and claims with sentence variety. 

Using sentences of different lengths allows an author to vary the 

effect of the text on the reader.  

 

Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read the 

descriptions of sentence types on your Note-catcher. Next, reread 

the following paragraphs (1, 4, 20, 23) paying special attention to the 

varied sentence length within each paragraph. Notice the impact 

sentence length has on the paragraph’s message.  

Think As you move through the exercises, think about your own writing and 

your attention to sentence length and structure. After engaging in this 

lesson will you pay more attention to the use of varied sentence 

structure in your writing assignments?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about one of the 

paragraphs you analyzed and share your insight. Capture your initial 

thoughts on your Note-catcher before discussing.  

For example: In paragraph 10: First medium sentence adds detail 

spurs interest and the last two sentences---first medium, second long---

provide explanation. 

Write Task: Apply your knowledge of sentence length and write a 

paragraph explaining the steps you would take to find Forrest Fenn’s 

treasure. Use sentence variety in your paragraph.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 28 

 

Day 4 

 

 

 

Paragraph #:  

Sentence Variety/Effect on Reader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Write a paragraph explaining the steps you would take to find Forrest Fenn’s 

treasure. Use sentence variety in your paragraph. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 105 of 170 

 

Lesson 29 

Target I can adopt a strong position on a given topic by preparing through 

reading and research, drawing explicitly on evidence from text.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“The Thrill of the Chase” text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional/ scan QR Code on Cover  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W6_L29 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

the one of the debate questions to answer in the end of lesson writing 

assignment.  

Think After reviewing the questions think about which question resonates 

with you the most. Why are you drawn to this question?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: Knowing this assignment is intended for a real-life debate, 

Have you ever engaged in formal debate or witnessed one on 

television? They say that preparation is the key to success, does this 

statement apply to debates as well? Explain.  

Write Task: With your selected position, identify at least three specific 

reasons for your position as well as passages from “The Thrill of the 

Chase” that you can use to support your points. Document your ideas 

on the chart provided on your Note-catcher.  

Draft your response in the space provided on your Note-catcher.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 
● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 29 
Day 5 

 

Select one of the following topics to research and write about: 

❑ Is Forrest Fenn’s motivation for hiding the treasure and creating the mystery 

admirable? (as you choose a position, consider the following: What is Fenn’s 

stated goal in hiding the treasure? Does the goal seem credible? Does he 

back it up with his actions?) 
❑ According to Fenn, “Anyone who dies with more than $50 is a failure.” Do you 

agree with this statement? (As you choose a position, consider the following: 

What about people who want to leave their money to their children or a good 

charity---are they failures?) 

❑ Is it pointless to spend time looking for a treasure that might never be found? 

(As you choose a position, consider the following: How would the treasure 

hunters feel if they found out there is no treasure? Would that chance their 

feelings about the experience? 

Complete the following chart before writing your draft response:  

 

Write: Draft your initial response here:  
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Grade 10 ELA/Reading 
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 5/26/20 to 5/29/20 

To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” 

Their choices provide insights into their circumstances and their 

values. Over the course of Unit 4, You will read selections about 

people whose relationships with things reveal what is valuable 

to them and about people who long for more and people who 

lose it all. In this week’s text, “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to 

Embrace Materialism,” you will explore the question of whether 

children are impacted by materialism in the same way that 

adults are, and how TV advertisements play a role in all of it. As 

you complete the reading, you will be asked to think about 

and respond to the texts in connection to the unit’s Essential 

Question: What do our possessions reveal about us?   

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value?  

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need?  

Materials Needed • Text: “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism”  

• Materials: Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction. Close-

Read Guide: Nonfiction, Pencil, Computer or Technological 

Device (optional)  
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W7_L30 

 

Ads May Spur 

Unhappy Kids to Brace 

Materialism 

Jump Start and 

Comprehension Check 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W7_L31  

 

Ads May Spur 

Unhappy Kids to Brace 

Materialism 

Close Read Guide and 

Quick Write 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W7_L32 

 

Ads May Spur 

Unhappy Kids to Brace 

Materialism 

Analyze the Text 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W7_L33 

 

Ads May Spur 

Unhappy Kids to Brace 

Materialism 

Observations and 

Reflections 

9-12 Daily Videos 
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 30 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism” 

• Materials: Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction, Pencil, 

Computer or Technological Device (optional) 

• WATCH VIDEO: WATCH ELA_G10_W7_L30 

Read Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, read “Ads 

May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism.”  

 

As in the past, complete the First-Read routine (Notice, Annotate, 

Connect, Respond) on the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction   

Think As you read, think about the guiding questions that are included in 

the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction. These will help you complete your 

guide and engage in the analysis activities later on in the week.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question:  

What do kids really want—that new toy, or something less tangible? 

Why do advertisements have such a big effect on children?  

Write Complete the Comprehension Check questions from your note-

catcher 

Closing ● Share your overall opinion of the text with someone and explain 

how you remember advertisements affecting you as a child  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 30 

 
Day 1   
Jump Start: When you are watching TV or browsing social media, do you pay 

attention to the advertisements? Why or why not?  

 

 
First-Read: Fill in the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction found on the next page. Use the 

questions at the top of each box to guide you. 

Comprehension Check: Answer each of the questions below to fully support you in 

comprehending the text. Cite textual evidence when possible. .  

1. According to a number of studies, what two things can create a vicious circle? 

 

 

 

2. In the study by the University of Amsterdam in the Netherlands, what tended to 

cause children who were relatively unhappy in the first survey to become more 

materialistic? 

 

 

 

3. What does the article maintain parents should teach their children in order to 

guard against unhealthy materialism? 

 

 

 

4. How many hours of TV and computer time each day does the American 

Academy of Pediatrics suggest for children? 

 

 

 

5. To confirm your understanding, write a summary of “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids 

to Embrace Materialism.” 
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Lesson 31 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to help analyze how an 

author persuades the reader with rhetoric (logos) and the impact it 

has on a story. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism” 

• Materials: Note-Catcher, Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction, Pencil, 

Computer or Technological Device (optional) 

• WATCH VIDEO: WATCH ELA_G10_W7_L31 

Read Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraphs 4-9 and 15-23 of “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to 

Embrace Materialism.” We will use these paragraphs to help us 

analyze the author’s rhetoric.  

 

As in the past, complete the Close-Read routine (Annotate, Question, 

Conclude) on the Close Read Guide: Nonfiction.  

Think Logos is an appeal to logic or reason. When authors use logos, they 

cite facts and statistics, historical and literal analogies, and certain 

authorities on a subject. Aristotle defined logos as the "proof, or 

apparent proof, provided by the words of the speech itself." In other 

words, logos rests in the actual written content of an argument. On 

your Note-catcher define logos in your own words.  

As you read, think about the guiding questions related to logos that 

are included on the Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction.   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Would the article be as convincing if the author didn’t 

include quotes and statistics from experts? Why or why not?   

Write Pick a paragraph from the text that grabbed your attention (it can be 

any paragraph). On your note-catcher, complete the QuickWrite. 

Explain why you chose that passage and the power it had on the 

overall text. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 31 

 
Day 2   
Define “logos” in your own words:  

 

 

 

 
Close Read: As you reread paragraphs 4-9 and 15-23, fill in the Close-Read Guide: 

Nonfiction found on the next page. Only fill in the “Close Read the Text” and the 

“Analyze the Text” boxes for right now. Use the questions at the top of each box to 

guide you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QuickWrite: Pick a paragraph from the text that grabbed your attention (it can be 

any paragraph). Explain why you chose that passage and the power it had on the 

overall text. Write your response under the “QuickWrite” box on your Close-Read 

Guide: Nonfiction.  
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Lesson 32 

Target I can engage in a critical review of a text to study the research 

provided and analyze its strengths and limitations.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism” 

• Materials: Note-Catcher, Pencil, Computer or Technological 

Device (optional) 

• WATCH VIDEO: WATCH ELA_G10_W7_L32 

Read Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

“Ads May Spur Unhappy Kids to Embrace Materialism,” with a specific 

focus on the strengths and limitations of the research the author 

provides (statistics, facts, expert quotes, etc.). Pay specific attention 

to the University of Amsterdam’s study (paragraphs 7-15) 

Think Psychology Today has developed a set of criteria to consider when 

evaluating the strength of a research study. 

1) Number of people in the study (too few people is not good) 

2) Randomization of participants (you can’t hand select people 

for the study, they must be random) 

3) Diversity of participants (you want participants from a variety of 

backgrounds, not all the same kinds of people) 

4) Causation is the goal, not correlation (there needs to be 

definitive proof that one thing caused another thing) 

As you’re reading, think about the following question and jot your 

thoughts on the note-catcher: “Does the University of Amsterdam’s 

study meet all of the criteria? Why or why not?” 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: “What were the strengths and limitations of the University of 

Amsterdam study? What advice would you give to the lead 

researcher if they were conducting this study again?”  

Write Complete the Analyze the Text questions for on the note-catcher  

Closing ● Share your responses to #4 and #5 of the Analyze the Text 

Questions with someone  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 32 

Day 3  
As you are reading, think about the following question and jot your thoughts below.  

 

Does the University of Amsterdam’s study meet all of the criteria? Why or why not? 

 

Criteria: 1) Number of people in the study, 2) Randomization of participants, 3) 

Diversity of participants, and 4) Causation is the goal, not correlation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze the Text Questions: After you finish reading, answer the questions below. 

Remember to use textual evidence in your answers.   

 

1) The study suggest that ads might teach children that possessions increase 

happiness. What features of ads might be the reason for this effect on kids? 

 

 

 

 
2) (a) Do the University of Amsterdam study’s findings seem conclusive? Explain. (b) Do you 

believe advertising causes materialism in children? Explain. 
 
 
 

 

3) According to Suzanna J. Opree, a child’s family/friends play an important role 

in their degree of materialism because the values held by family/friends are 

more likely to be adopted by a child. Why do you think this is the case? 

 

 

 

 
4) Do you agree in limiting a child’s exposure to TV/computers? Explain. 
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Lesson 33 

Target I can conduct research on advertisements to analyze for patterns and 

trends in techniques  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: 2 advertisements of your choosing 

• Materials: Note-Catcher, Pencil, Computer or Technological 

Device (optional) 

• WATCH VIDEO: WATCH ELA_G10_W7_L33 

Read Independently or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, search for 

and select 2 advertisements (tv commercials, social media pop ups, 

newspaper or magazine ads, etc.).  

 

On your note-catcher, make as many observations as you can about 

each of the advertisements. Use the criteria listed in the note-catcher to 

drive your observations. 

 

Note: You will have to review these advertisements more than once, so 

make sure you select advertisements that you can view again.  

Think After making initial observations of the advertisements, think about the 

following questions and then write your answer on the note-catcher. 

“Were the advertisements trying to suggest that buying the products will 

lead to more happiness? Do you think they will be more effective with 

kids or adults? Why? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: “Which of the two advertisements was more effective? Which 

of the two advertisements did you find least effective? Why?” 

Write On your note-catcher, complete a QuickWrite for the following question: 

“What would you change about the least effective advertisement to 

make it more effective? Why?” Use the prompts in the note-catcher to 

support you.  

Closing ● Share your QuickWrite with someone and tell them why you chose 

to focus on the advertisement that you did.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 33 

Day 4 
Observations about your advertisements: Use the guiding questions below to help you make 

observations on each advertisement.  

1) What was the advertisement selling or marketing? (product, service, information, etc.) 

2) What emotions did the advertisement evoke? (anger, happiness, sadness, frustration, etc.) 

3) What techniques did the advertisement use? (statistics/facts, humor, empathy, irony, etc.) 

4) Who was the target audience? (age, gender, race, religion, marital status, location, etc.) 

Advertisement 1  

 

 

Advertisement 2  

 

 

 

 

Reflection Question: “Were the advertisements trying to suggest that buying the products will 

lead to more happiness? Do you think they will be more effective with kids or adults? Why? 

 

 

 

QuickWrite: Answer the following question: “What would you change about the least 

effective advertisement to make it more effective? Why? (Refer to the University of 

Amsterdam study in the launch text and the “Psychology Today” criteria you learned about 

yesterday for support when writing this.) 
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Grade 10 ELA/Reading  

WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 6/1/20 to 6/5/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” Their 

choices provide insights into their circumstances and their values. 

This week, you will read a short story set in the Edo period of Japan, 

“A Dose of What the Doctor Never Orders” is about Jinbei and his 

quest to work his way out of poverty.  

As you complete the reading, you will be asked to think about and 

respond to the text in connection to the unit’s Essential Question: 

What do our possessions reveal about us? 

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

Materials Needed “The Thrill of the Chase” 

Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W8_L34 

 

“A Dose of What the 

Doctor Never Orders”  

First-Read the text, Write 

a Summary of the Text 

 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W8_L35 

 

“A Dose of What the 

Doctor Never Orders” 

Close-Read the text, 

analyze author’s use of 

anecdotes 

 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W8_L36 

 

“A Dose of What the 

Doctor Never Orders” 

Analyze Craft and 

Structure: Literary 

Nonfiction: Feature Story 

 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W8_L37 

 

“A Dose of What the 

Doctor Never Orders” 

Modify Component of 

Text to Align with Personal 

Values 

Day 5 ELA_G10_W8_L38 

 

“A Dose of What the 

Doctor Never Orders” 

 

Support or Refute 

Author’s Claim in Writing  
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Weekly Text 
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Lesson 34 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Dose of What the Doctor Never Orders” Text  

Note-catcher, First-Read Guide: Fiction  

Pencil, Device-optional  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W8_L34 

Read Background Information: The story is about Jinbei and his quest to 

work his way out of poverty. He encounters a rich man who suggests 

a life of hard work and careful saving.  

 

Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read or 

listen to the audio version of “A Dose of What the Doctor Never 

Orders.” As in the past, perform the steps of the First-Read  

independently (Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond) using the First-

Read Guide: Fiction. Pay particular attention to the interaction Jinbei 

has with the wealthy man and what is offered as a prescription for 

wealth and future prosperity.  

Think As you read, think about those individuals in society who have 

achieved great wealth. Have you ever wondered how they got to 

where they are?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: What was the wealthy man’s attitude towards wealth? 

Compare this with your attitude towards wealth? Capture your 

thoughts on your Note-catcher.  

Write Task: On the space provided on your Note-catcher confirm your 

understanding by writing a summary of the text. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 34 

 
Day 1 

Talk: What is the wealthy man’s attitude towards wealth?  

 

 

What is your attitude towards spending and saving? What influences your view on 

wealth and money?  

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Confirm your understanding by writing a summary of the text. 
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Lesson 35 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to analyze how the use 

dialogue enhances the intended message of a text.   

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Dose of What the Doctor Never Orders” Text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W8_L35 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

the first two pages of the story. Pau particular attention to the 

paragraphs: 3, 8, which highlight the use of dialogue in the text.  

Think Think about the style of writing of this short story differs from those short 

stories we’ve read earlier this unit. The author tells this story in a linear 

fashion, with very long, descriptive paragraphs. The dialogue includes 

character’s conversations with himself.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: How does the use of dialogue, help drive interest in the story 

and shape the characters? Capture notes from your discussion in the 

space provided on your Note-catcher.  

Write Task: At the beginning of the story, the author writes”...the malady* 

which brings the greatest distress to mankind...is the plague of 

poverty.” Why does the author liken the condition of poverty to an 

illness or ailment? How does this comparison set the stage for the rest 

of the story? Document your response in the space provided on your 

Note-catcher.  

*The meaning of malady in this instance is an illness or ailment.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 35 
Day 2 

Talk: How does the use of dialogue, help drive interest in the story and shape the 

characters? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: At the beginning of the story, the author writes”...the malady* which brings the 

greatest distress to mankind...is the plague of poverty.” Why does the author liken 

the condition of poverty to an illness or ailment? How does this comparison set the 

stage for the rest of the story? 
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Lesson 36 

Target I can analyze in detail an author’s use of extended metaphor by 

applying my knowledge of metaphors to uncover multiple levels of 

meaning.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Dose of What the Doctor Never Orders” Text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W8_L36 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read 

paragraph 3 of the text, which contains the nostrum (or    ) that the 

wealthy man refers to as “The Millionaire Pill”  

Think If you had to come up with a recipe for success, what would be the 

ingredients? Document your thoughts with words, pictures or 

percentages on your note-catcher.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Reference paragraph 3 and note what the two largest parts 

of the wealthy man’s prescription? What are the two smallest parts? 

Discuss whether you agree with the importance he places on the 

individual parts.  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher respond to the 

following question: For what reasons might family trade and work 

after hours be the biggest portions of “The Millionaire Pill”? How does 

Jinbei respond to these suggestions?  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 36 
Day 3 

Think: If you had to come up with a recipe for success, what would be the 

ingredients? 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: For what reasons might family trade and work after hours be the biggest 

portions of “The Millionaire Pill”? How does Jinbei respond to these suggestions? 
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Lesson 37 

Target I can apply decoding skills to language to paraphrase words and 

sentences in order to connect a piece of writing to present 

day/circumstances.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Dose of What the Doctor Never Orders” Text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W8_L37 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraph 5 of the text including the list of items to abstain from in 

one’s quest towards wealth, according to the wealthy man.  

Think As you are reviewing the list, reflect on the author’s use of the word 

“noxious,” which means, Why does the wealthy man refer to the items 

on the list of things to avoid as “noxious”? Which means, harmful, 

poisonous, or very unpleasant.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the list of 16 

“noxious” things. Select 5-10 of these things and paraphrase them in 

your own words using the list located on your Note-catcher.  

Write Task: On the space provided on your Note-catcher, create your own 

updated list of things young people should avoid if they want to 

become wealthy. Your list may be inspired by those things listed in the 

story or may be completely your own. Explain your decision behind 

what you chose to include and what you decided to leave out.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 37 

 
Day 4 

Talk: Select 5-10 of these things and paraphrase them in your own words in the 

space provided. Use context clues and a dictionary if needed.  

1)  Expensive foods, expensive women, silken suits for day-to-day wear. 

2) Private palanquins for wives; private lessons in music or poem-cards for eligible 

daughters.  

3) A professor of percussion for the sons of the house.  

4) Kickball, miniature archery, perfume appreciation, and poetry gatherings. 

5) A craze for the tea ceremony, and for remodeling the best rooms on tea 

principles.  

6) Flower-viewing, boating excursions, baths in the middle of the day.  

7) Evenings out with friends, gambling parties, playing Go or backgammon.  

8) Classes for townsmen in sword-drawing and dueling.  

9) Temple-going, and preoccupation with the next world.  

10) Getting involved in others’ troubles, and standing surety.  
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11) Lawsuits over reclaimed land, and meddling in new mining projects.  

12) Sake with supper, excessive pop-smoking, unnecessary journeys to Kyoto.  

13) Backing Sumo contests for charity, and giving too generously to temple funds.  

14) Carving knick-knacks during business hours, and collecting fancy sword-

accessories.  

15)  Familiarity with kabuki actors, and with brothel quarters.  

16) Borrowing money at a monthly rate of more than eight in the thousand 

monme.  

Write: Create your own updated list of things young people should avoid if they want 

to become wealthy. Your list may be inspired by those things listed in the story or 

may be completely your own. Explain your decision behind what you chose to 

include and what you decided to leave out. 
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Lesson 38 

Target I can apply my knowledge of the central message of the text to 

make connections across texts and cultures.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Dose of What the Doctor Never Orders” Text  

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W8_L38 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraphs 8 and 9 of the text. Pay attention to the way the author 

describes the inner thoughts of Junbei.  

Think There are many unfamiliar cultural references included in this text. 

While they exist and may be difficult to understand and visualize the 

author’s message is universal and can apply to all cultures.  How is 

Junbei’s struggle to make something out of nothing relevant today.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: After speaking with the wealthy man, how does Jinbei make 

something out of nothing? What lesson can we learn from his actions? 

Document your thoughts on your Note-catcher.  

Write Task: Respond to the following question in the space provided on your 

Note-catcher: The end of the story concludes with “The golden rule 

for men is to save in you and spend in old age. It is impossible to take 

your money to heaven and it’s essential to have it on earth” : Could 

lessons such as the ones in the story help to “cure” poverty? Explain 

your answer citing relevant and specific information from the text in 

your answer.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 38 
Day 5 

Talk: After speaking with the wealthy man, how does Jinbei make something out of 

nothing? What lesson can we learn from his actions? 

 

 

 

 

Write: Could lessons such as the ones in the story help to “cure” poverty? Explain your 

answer citing relevant and specific information from the text in your answer. 
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Grade 10 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 6/8/20 to 6/12/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” 

Their choices provide insights into their circumstances and their 

values. Over the course of Unit 4, You will read selections about 

people whose relationships with things reveal what is valuable 

to them and about people who long for more and people 

who lose it all. In this week’s text, “My Possessions, Myself,” you 

will explore some of the sociological/psychological factors that 

contribute to how humans define themselves as individuals, 

and what they place value on when determining their identity. 

As you complete the reading, you will be asked to think about 

and respond to the texts in connection to the unit’s Essential 

Question: What do our possessions reveal about us?    
Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value?   

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need?   

Materials Needed • Text: “My Possessions, Myself”   

• Materials: Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction, 

Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction, Pencil, Computer or 

Technological Device (optional)   
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W9_L39  
 

“My Possessions, 

Myself”   

First Read and Comprehension Check 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W9_L40  
 

“My Possessions, 

Myself”   

Close Read and QuickWrite 

Day 3 ELA_G10_W9_L41  
 

“My Possessions, 

Myself”   

Analyze the Text 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W9_L42  
 

“My Possessions, 

Myself”   

Plan and Design Research Study 

Day 5 ELA_G10_W9_L43  
 

“My Possessions, 

Myself”   

Conduct Research Study and Reflect 

 

Daily 9-12 Videos 
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My Possessions, Myself 

  

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 141 of 170 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 142 of 170 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 143 of 170 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 144 of 170 

 

Lesson 39 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “My Possessions, Myself” 
• Materials: Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction, Pencil, 

Computer or Technological Device (optional) 
• WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W9_L39  

Read Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, read “My 

Possessions, Myself.”  

 

As in the past, complete the First-Read routine (Notice, Annotate, 

Connect, Respond) on the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction   

Think As you read, think about the guiding questions that are included in 

the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction. These will help you complete your 

guide and engage in the analysis activities later on in the week.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question:  

Which of the four categories for possessions (paragraph 5) are most 

important to your personal sense of self? Which are least important? 

Write Complete the Comprehension Check questions from your note-

catcher 

Closing ● Share your overall opinion of the text with someone and discuss 

whether or not this makes you think differently about your 

possessions  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 39 

Day 1   
Jump Start: What your most prized possessions? Why do these things matter so much 

to you?  

 

 

 

First-Read: Fill in the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction found on the next page. Use the 

questions at the top of each box to guide you. 

 

Comprehension Check: Answer each of the questions below to fully support you in 

comprehending the text. Cite textual evidence when possible.  

6. What does this article say has been violated when someone is robbed of a 

personal possession? 

 

 

 

7. What are the four types of possessions in our personal sense of self? 

 

 

 

8. What happened to the importance of houses and cars over time, according to 

the study? 

 

 

 

9. What did the Amish man mentioned in the article collect? 

 

 

 

10. To confirm your understanding, write a summary of “My Possessions, Myself.” 
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Lesson 40 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to help analyze how an 

author uses extended metaphors to make a reader think critically 

about a topic  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “My Possessions, Myself” 

• Materials: Note-Catcher, Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction, Pencil, 

Computer or Technological Device (optional) 

• WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W9_L40  

Read Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraphs 1-2 and 8 of “My Possessions, Myself.” We will use these 

paragraphs to help us analyze the author’s extended metaphor.  

 

As in the past, complete the Close-Read routine (Annotate, Question, 

Conclude) on the Close Read Guide: Nonfiction.  

Think An extended metaphor is a metaphor (comparison of two things 

without using the words “like” or “as”) that is developed in great 

detail. The amount of detail can vary from that of a sentence or a 

paragraph, to encompassing an entire work. In an extended 

metaphor, the author takes a single metaphor and employs it at 

length, using various subjects, images, ideas and situations. On your 

Note-catcher define extended metaphor in your own words.  

As you read, think about the guiding questions related to extended 

metaphors that are included on the Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction.   

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Would this article have been as interesting or thought 

provoking without the extended metaphor? Explain.   

Write Pick a paragraph from the text that grabbed your attention (it can be 

any paragraph). On your note-catcher, complete the QuickWrite. 

Explain why you chose that passage and the power it had on the 

overall text. 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes. 
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 40 

 
Day 2   
Define “extended metaphor” in your own words:  

 

 

 

 

 
Close Read: As you reread paragraphs 1-2 and 8, fill in the Close-Read Guide: 

Nonfiction found on the next page. Only fill in the “Close Read the Text” and the 

“Analyze the Text” boxes for right now. Use the questions at the top of each box to 

guide you. 

 

QuickWrite: Pick a paragraph from the text that grabbed your attention (it can be 

any paragraph). Explain why you chose that passage and the power it had on the 

overall text. Write your response under the “QuickWrite” box on your Close-Read 

Guide: Nonfiction.  
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Lesson 41 

Target I can engage in a critical review of a text to determine the 

advantages and disadvantages of being a culture that is driven by 

personal possessions 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “My Possessions, Myself” 
• Materials: Note-Catcher, Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction, Pencil, 

Computer or Technological Device (optional) 
• WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W9_L41 

Read Independently or with family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

paragraphs 16 and 17 of “My Possessions, Myself,” with a specific 

focus on the advantages and disadvantages the author provides in 

relation to the fact that “we are what we possess.”  

Think As you’re reading, think about the following question and jot your 

thoughts on the note-catcher: “Do I agree with the advantages and 

disadvantages the author lists? Are there additional advantages and 

disadvantages that the author missed? Explain.”  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: “Overall, do you feel like personal possessions are having 

positive or negative long-term impact on our well-being? Explain.”  

Write Complete the Analyze the Text questions on the note-catcher  

Closing ● Share your responses to #4 and #5 of the Analyze the Text 

Questions with someone  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 41 
Day 3  
As you are reading, think about the following question and jot your thoughts below.  

 

Do I agree with the advantages and disadvantages the author lists? Are there 

additional advantages and disadvantages that the author missed? Explain  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze the Text Questions: After you finish reading, answer the questions below. 

Remember to use textual evidence in your answers.   

 

5) (a) Why are books, sporting goods, and the contents of wallets so important to 

some people? (b) List similar possessions you value as a part of your identity 

 

 

 

 
6) Why might a person or family choose to bury their loved one with some of his or her 

possessions? 
 
 

 

 

7) Answer the author’s question: “Is the fact that we are what we possess 

desirable or undesirable?” Explain. 

 

 

 

 
8) (a) What does the article assert may be a problem if one becomes too 

attached to pets, collections, etc.? (b) Are these behaviors healthy? Why? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitk12.org/


https://www.detroitk12.org/   Page 152 of 170 

 

Lesson 42 

Target I can plan and design a research study that explores how my 

family/friends connect personal possessions to their definition of “self.”  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “My Possessions, Myself”  

• Materials: Note-Catcher, Pencil, Computer or Technological 

Device (optional) 

• WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W9_L42 

Read Reread paragraphs 5-7 of “My Possessions, Myself,” with a specific 

focus on the research study that the author and his colleague 

conducted with 248 adults.  

 

On your note-catcher, take notes to help you fully understand all of 

the components of this research study. Use the guiding questions 

provided for support.  

 

Think After fully comprehending the research study, think about the 

following questions and then write your answers on the note-catcher. 

“If I were to conduct this research study on a family member/friend, 

who would I choose? Why? Who is my second choice? Why?” 

Talk Reach out to the family member/friend that you chose and briefly 

explain to them the purpose of the research study (do not reveal too 

many details). Ask them if they are interested in participating with you 

tomorrow. If they do not agree, reach out to your second choice. 

Keep asking people until you find someone that agrees.   

Write On your note-catcher, brainstorm a list of items that fit into the four 

categories of possessions (32 items total, 8 per category). Keep the 

items general.  

Closing ● Review your brainstorming list and make sure none of the items 

listed are too specific to the person you are interviewing.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 42 
Day 4 

Understanding the Research Study: Reread paragraphs 5-7 of “My Possessions, Myself” and 

answer the questions below to help you fully understand the research study. 

What are the four types of possessions in our 

personal sense of self? 

1:  

2: 

3: 

4: 

What are some examples of each of the 

four types of possessions? 

1:  

2: 

3: 

4: 

What are the 1st two piles that participants 

sorted cards into? 

Pile 1: 

Pile 2: 

After sorted into the 1st two piles, what are 

the 2nd two piles to sort cards into? 

Pile 1: 

Pile 2: 
 

Reflection Question: “If I were to conduct this research study on a family member/friend, who 

would I choose? Why? Who is my second choice? Why?” 

First Choice: _____________________________ 

 

Second Choice: _____________________________ 

 

Brainstorm: Generate a list of items that fit into the four categories of possessions  

Body and body parts 

1)  

2)  

3)  

4)  

5)  

6)  

7)  

8)  

Objects 

1)  

2)  

3)  

4)  

5)  

6)  

7)  

8)  

Places and time periods 

1)  

2)  

3)  

4)  

5)  

6)  

7)  

8)  

Persons and pets 

1)  

2)  

3)  

4)  

5)  

6)  

7)  

8)  
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Lesson 43 

Target I can conduct a research study that explores the concept of “self” 

and draw conclusions from my research.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

• Text: “My Possessions, Myself” (only as a reference if needed) 

• Materials: Note-Catcher, Pencil, Computer or Technological 

Device (optional) 

• WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W9_L43 

Read Reread the list of possessions you brainstormed yesterday and make 

a prediction on which items your person will sort into the “self” pile 

and which items they will sort into the “non-self” pile.   

Think After double checking your list, think about how you want to execute 

the research. 

Look at the suggested options on the note-catcher and circle the 

one that works best for you. Prepare accordingly.  

Talk Sit down with the person you chose (or call if they don’t live with you) 

and begin the research process. Follow the same process that was 

described in the article “My Possessions, Myself.” A summary of this 

process is also described in your note-catcher.”  

Write Look through the results from your research. On your note-catcher, 

answer the guided questions to help you reflect on the data from 

your research.  

Closing ● Share your findings with the person you researched. Ask them if 

they think your conclusions are accurate. Why or why not? 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

with a family member, caregiver, or friend for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 43 
Day 5 

Executing the Research: Look at the suggested options below and circle the one that works 

best for you. Prepare accordingly. 

Option 1: Write each item on a separate notecard and have your person sort the items into 

the appropriate piles (just like they did in the original study) 

 

Option 2: Read out the items to your person in a random order. Have your person sort them 

onto separate sheets of paper as you read them.    

 

Refresher of the Research Process: Here is a summary of how you should conduct the research 

with your person. Remember this may vary a little based on the option you selected above. 

Step 1 Sort the 32 cards into 2 separate piles (items they consider to be a part of their 

“self” and items they consider to be a part of their “non-self”) 

Step 2 Sort the cards from the “self” pile into 1 of 2 new piles (items that represent a “lot of 

self” and items that represent a “little of self”) 

Step 3 Sort the cards from the “non-self” pile into 1 of 2 new piles (items that represent a 

“lot of non-self” and items that represent a “little of non-self”) 
 

Findings: Answer the questions below to help you reflect on the data from your research.  

1) Did your person sort more items in the “self” or the “non-self” pile? 

 

2) What were some of the items your person sorted into the “self” pile and “non-self” pile 

that surprised you the most?  
 

 

 

 

3) What were some of the items your person sorted into the “little of self” pile and the “lot of 

non-self” pile that surprised you the most?  

 

 

 

4) Overall, based on what you know about your person, did your research match with your 

predictions on how your person would sort items? Explain.  
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Grade 10 ELA/Reading  
WEEKLY DISTANCE LEARNING STUDENT SCHEDULE 

 

Week of 6/15 /20 to 6/19/20 
To access videos via url, visit Web Address: www.detroitk12.org/youtube   

Directions People choose both the quantity and quality of their “stuff.” Their 

choices provide insights into their circumstances and their values. 

What we choose to include in these time capsules will be a 

reflection of what we value. Should we have a chance to open 

these time capsules in the future, it will be interesting to see how 

what we thought we wanted and needed at this time.  As you 

complete the reading and activities, you will be asked to think about 

and respond to the text in connection to the unit’s Essential 

Question: What do our possessions reveal about us? 

Guiding Question #1 How do people decide what they value? 

Guiding Question #2 How do we decide what we want versus what we need? 

Materials Needed “A Time Capsule Long Forgotten at the Space Needle, is Found” Text 

from the New York Times  

Note-Catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction  

Pencil, Device-optional 
 

 

 Watch Read Do 

Day 1 ELA_G10_W10_L44 

 

“A Time Capsule Long 

Forgotten at the 

Space Needle, is 

Found” 

First-Read the text, Write 

a Response to the text 

Day 2 ELA_G10_W10_L45 

 

“A Time Capsule Long 

Forgotten at the 

Space Needle, is 

Found” 

Close-Read for character 

motivations  

  

Day 3 ELA_G10_W10_L46 

 

Reflect on Unit Texts  Document Plans for Time 

Capsule in Writing 

Day 4 ELA_G10_W10_L47 

 

Reflect on Unit Texts  Reflect on Learning, Write 

a Letter as a Time 

Capsule 

Day 5 ELA_G10_W10_L48 

 

Reflect on Unit Texts Write a Letter to Your 10-

Year Future Self  
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Weekly Text 

A Time Capsule, Long Forgotten at the 

Space Needle, Is Found 

 

  

The Space Needle in Seattle, where a time capsule that was long forgotten was finally opened 

on Friday.Credit...Matt Lutton/Boreal Collective for The New York Times 

By Jacey Fortin 

Nov. 18, 2017 

 

Construction workers in Seattle unearthed a long-forgotten time capsule at the Space 

Needle this week. Millions of people who visited the 605-foot tower in the past 35 years likely 

walked right by it. 

 

Not that they would have noticed. 

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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At some point long ago, there was an adjacent plaque advertising the capsule’s existence 

and noting that it should be opened in 2002. But somewhere along the way, that plaque 

disappeared. 

 

The year 2002 came and went. Space Needle employees who helped install the capsule 

scattered, and memories faded. 

 

But this week, construction workers completing a $100 million renovation stumbled upon 

the capsule. The heavy metal box was on the observation deck level, attached to a steel support 

bar and hidden behind plaster encasement. It was not far from the doors to one of the main 

elevators — the so-called Blue Elevator, to be exact.  

 

Word of the discovery got to Rod Kauffman, who was the operations manager at the Space 

Needle in 1982 and helped to put the capsule together. And so on Friday morning — more than 

15 years late — the capsule was opened, and Mr. Kauffman, wearing a hard hat and reflective 

vest, went through the capsule’s contents, item by item. 

 

There were letters, photographs and postcards from 1982. Some mementos dated all the 

way to 1962, the year the Space Needle opened and Seattle hosted the World’s Fair. 

  

Mr. Kauffman pulled out a master key that he said “opened every lock in the Space 

Needle” in 1982. He pointed to a black-and-white photograph of three women in shiny dresses: 

“elevator operators from 1962.” There was an old menu for the restaurant, Top of the Needle, 

offering crayfish bisque and scallops primavera. There was an old reel of audio tape, and on it, 

a recording of a 1982 broadcast commemorating the 20th anniversary of the World’s Fair.  

In a phone interview, Mr. Kauffman said he was excited not only about those items, but also 

about the capsule itself. On the outside was a sketch of the tower by John Graham, the 

architect who designed the Space Needle. And Mr. Kauffman’s own wife, whom he met on the 

elevator at the Space Needle, had written in careful calligraphy on the top: “Time Capsule to be 

opened April 21, 2002.” 

 

“People are like, ‘Well, why was there a 15-year lag?’” said Dave Mandapat, the Space 

Needle’s public relations director. “And it’s because I don’t think anyone knew about it.” 

Mr. Mandapat, who has worked at the Space Needle for 21 years, had heard that a capsule 

existed at the Space Needle — but he didn’t know where. Ahead of this year’s renovation 

project, he spoke with people like Bob Witter, who was a duty manager at the Space Needle in 

https://www.detroitk12.org/
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1982. But Mr. Mandapat could never pinpoint the exact location of the capsule and thought 

that perhaps it had been lost in some renovation project. 

 

He was happy the capsule was unveiled Friday morning. But perhaps not as much as 

Mr. Witter, who loves the Space Needle so much he got married in it. 

Mr. Witter was even there as a child, at the 1962 World’s Fair, and one of his contributions to 

the capsule was a photograph from that event. Another was paint chips: In 1982, he climbed to 

the roof of the tower to dig out some flakes of the orange hue that had topped the tower two 

decades earlier. 

 

“Thankfully, this renovation project happened,” Mr. Witter said. “Because had this not 

happened, the mystery would have gone on and on and on.” 

 

So what now for the capsule and the dozens of keepsakes inside? That is still up for 

discussion. 

Mr. Mandapat said the time capsule might be hidden away again next year — this time, with 

instructions not to open it up again until 2062, the Seattle World’s Fair centennial. No word yet 

on how they’d make sure it isn’t forgotten again. 

  

A version of this article appears in print on Nov. 19, 2017, Section A, Page 30 of the New York 

edition with the headline: Time Capsule in Seattle, Long Forgotten, Is Found. Order Reprints | 

Today’s Paper | Subscribe 

 

Link to Original Text:  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/18/us/time-capsule-space-needle.html  

https://www.detroitk12.org/
http://www.nytreprints.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp8HYKU.html?campaignId=48JQY
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Lesson 44 

Target I can complete First-Read annotations to help with comprehension 

and future analysis of the text. 

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Time Capsule Long Forgotten at the Space Needle, is Found” Text 

Note-catcher, First-Read Guide: Nonfiction  

Pencil, Device-optional  

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W10_L44 

Read Background Information: A time capsule is historic collection of goods 

or information, usually intended as an intentional communication with 

future people, or even your future self.  

 

Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, read, “A 

Time Capsule Long Forgotten at the Space Needle, is Found” text. As 

in the past, perform the steps of the First-Read  independently 

(Notice, Annotate, Connect, Respond) using the First-Read Guide: 

Fiction. Pay particular attention to the interaction Jinbei has with the 

wealthy man and what is offered as a prescription for wealth and 

future prosperity. 

Think As you begin to read the text, think about the following questions: 

What do you know about time capsules? What do you think is the 

point of creating and hiding a collection of items or literature for 

years? 

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: What time period would you be most interested in seeing a 

time capsule from? What do you think a time capsule from 2004 

(close to your birth year) might contain? Document your thoughts on 

the space provided in your Note-catcher. 

Write Task: Think about this unit’s essential question: What do our possessions say 

about us? In the space provided on your Note-catcher, Write about the 

contents of the time capsule left at the Space Needle. How do they reflect 

what was important to those who created it back in 1982? 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 44 
Day 1 

Talk: What time period would you be most interested in seeing a time capsule from?  

 

 

What do you think a time capsule from 2004 (close to your birth year) might contain? 

 

 

 

Write: Think about this unit’s essential question: What do our possessions say about us? Make 

a connection with the contents of the time capsule left at the Space Needle. How do they 

reflect what was important to those who created it back in 1982?  
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Lesson 45 

Target I can complete Close-Read annotations to analyze connections 

between the events documented in the text and individuals’ 

motivations.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Time Capsule Long Forgotten at the Space Needle, is Found” Text 

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W10_L45 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread 

the text paying special attention to the names and history of the 

people involved in the creation and opening of the time capsule left 

at the Space Needle.  

Think Question: If you could open the time capsule created by someone 

you care about or a person you admire, who would it be? What types 

of items would you like to see included in that time capsule. What 

would you hope to gain from opening that person’s time capsule? 

Capture your response on your Note-catcher.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

question: Do you think the management at the Space-Needle made 

the right decision to have Rod Kauffman, the operations manager at 

the Space Needle in 1982, be the first person to go through the 

contents of the time capsule? 

Write Task: Think about the various items placed in the Space Needle time 

capsule and the individuals who included specific items. After 

reviewing your Close-Read annotations, select one of the items place 

in the time capsule by a specific person and relate why you believe 

that individuals felt it necessary to include that item in the time 

capsule. Document your response on your Note-catcher.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 45 
Day 2 

Think: If you could open the time capsule created by someone you care about or a person 

you admire, who would it be? What types of items would you like to see included in that 

time capsule. What would you hope to gain from opening that person’s time capsule? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write: Select one of the items place in the time capsule by a specific person and relate why 

you believe that individuals felt it necessary to include that item in the time capsule. 
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Lesson 46 

Target I can describe material possessions intended for a time capsule using 

precise language and can match each item with a personal value.   

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

“A Time Capsule Long Forgotten at the Space Needle, is Found” Text 

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

WATCH VIDEO ELA_G10_W10_L46 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, review the text for the 

items included in the time capsule left at the Space Needle.  

Think Think about the items you might want to include in a physical time 

capsule. If you were only limited to your possessions, what might you 

choose to include in a time capsule? Brainstorm and capture an initial 

list of items on the space provided on your Note-catcher.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following 

questions: When would you want your personal time capsule to be 

opened? Who would you want to open it?  

Write Task: Select three of the items you brainstormed to include in your 

personal time capsule. In the space provided on your note-catcher 

elaborate on each of these items by stating what the object is, why 

it’s important to you, and what it says about your values at this time.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book 

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 46 
Day 3 

Think: If you were only limited to your possessions, what might you choose to include in a 

time capsule.  Brainstorm a list of ideas in this space.  

 

 

 

 

Write: Select three of the items from above you brainstormed to include In the space 

provided on your note-catcher elaborate on each of these items by stating what the object 

is, why it’s important to you, and what it says about your values at this time. 
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Lesson 47 

Target I can organize my thoughts in writing for a specific purpose and 

audience.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video Name 

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

ELA_G10_W10_L47 

Read Independently, or with a family member, caregiver, or friend, review 

previous week’s Note-catchers. Pay particular attention to your 

thoughts and reflections connected to the unit’s guiding question: 

How do people decide what they value?  

Think Just like a physical time capsule can stand as a snapshot of a given time, 

think of a letter time capsule to yourself  as a snapshot of your mind at a 

given time. It’s important to note that just as times change, our minds 

change as well and the you that is writing a letter time capsule, will not be 

the you who opens it a year, five years, and certainly not 10 years from now.  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following suggestions 

for your letter time-capsule:  

● Lists of favorites: What are your favorite movies, books, television shows, 

songs, moments, people?  
● Important questions and feelings. What are the big unanswered questions 

currently in your mind?  
● Goals and aspirations: What is the vision for your future life? What are the 

things you’re looking forward to?  
● ‘A Day in the Life…’. How’s your everyday life?  
● Highlights of the year. What were this year’s 3 best things/worst things that 

happened to you?  
● Lessons learned and advice for yourself. What advice would you give to 

your future self?  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-catcher, write a letter just as 

you would to your best friend or close family member. Be 

conversational and friendly; have fun with it. Write about whatever 

you want, but always remember to capture your current reality as 

thoroughly as possible. Don’t focus on predicting the future, but focus 

on the present.  

Closing ● Share your writing with someone. 

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Day 4 

Write: a letter just as you would to your best friend or close family member. Be conversational 

and friendly; have fun with it. Write about whatever you want, but always remember to 

capture your current reality as thoroughly as possible. Don’t focus on predicting the future, 

but focus on the present using the questions included in the lesson plan as a guide. 
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Lesson 48 

Target I can reflect on personal challenges and value systems in writing to 

write a letter to my 10-year future self.  

Text, 

Materials, 

Video 

Name 

Note-catcher 

Pencil, Device-optional 

ELA_G10_W10_L48 

 

Read With a family member, caregiver, or friend, reread your notes from week 8. 

In this story, “A Dose of What the Doctor Never Orders.” In this story, like 

many of the others from this unit, the main character receives important 

advice and follows it. Think about the types of advice you would have given 

other characters in the texts you’ve read this unit.  

Think Before you begin writing this variation of a time capsule, think about the 

following question: What’s the best piece of advice you ever received? Why 

was this advice so valuable? Do you still follow it to this day?  

Talk With your family member, caregiver, or friend, talk about the following: In “A 

Time Capsule, Long Forgotten at the Space Needle, is Found,” article, the 

author notes that the capsule was forgotten. How can you ensure your letter 

time capsules don’t meet this same fate? What steps can you take to 

ensure each time capsule reaches its intended audience?  

Write Task: In the space provided on your Note-Catcher, write a letter to 

your 10-year future self.  

Some consideration points for writing this letter:  

• What do you want to be 10 years from now? 
• What are the goals and dreams you want realized by then?  

• What is your desired status in different areas of your life? 

(Education, Career, Wealth, Family, Friends, Love, Health, 

Spirituality?) 

Closing ● Share your writing with someone.  

● After you complete your assignment remember to read a book  

for 20 minutes.  
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Note-Catcher/Handout/Student Activity Lesson 48 
Day 5 

Write a letter to your 10-year future self.  

Some consideration points for writing this letter:  

• What do you want to be 10 years from now? 
• What are the goals and dreams you want realized by then?  

• What is your desired status in different areas of your life? (Education, Career, Wealth, 

Family, Friends, Love, Health, Spirituality?) 
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