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Detroit Public Schools

Office of the Emergency Financial Manager
Robert C. Bobb

April 9, 2009

Dear Detroit Public Schools Parent:

Where we send our children to school is an impodacision for parents and guardians. | am vergitiga to

how school closures and transfers to new schotéstahese important personal decisions. Today nteren
important phase of a lengthy process, one whiclabmegonths before | arrived in Detroit, to bringviard a list
of candidate schools for closure and/or consolitiasis part of a Realignment Plan for the 2009-28di@ool

Year. | have made this list public, made certaat this available at all of our district schoolsdeon the district
web site, and am in the process of creating adtditiopportunities for parents and community membeisave
their voice in this process.

To right size this district so that available rem@s may be maximized for the 95,000+ current DieRoblic
Schools students, schools will have to be closeditipns will be impacted, and programs carefudlyiewed.
Through these difficult and challenging decisidngmain very aware of how this process affectsahiidren,
families and community. | strongly believe that have the professional staff in place to ensure shatents
are placed in the optimal educational environmehgre safety and security is at the forefront mtlcampus
and in the community, where building conditionsveethe needs of the students, and where the conynuni
takes active involvement. We will launch a “summesh” of facilities improvements at all of the solo
receiving new students to ensure that those academvironments are prepared for students. We woltkw
extremely hard to meet the goal of having all & wWork completed before children come to schoal tii.

We will also ensure that decommissioned propedesot become a blight on our neighborhoods. Miowis

for the Detroit Public Schools includes a futureewehour properties and facilities assets not oatyes our
children well, but serve to positively drive growfirogress, development and expansion of the aigsglent,
family and tax base. We all know far too well thia¢ end result, if not carefully thought out andedally
planned out, can do just the opposite by becominggative drain on communities. We will work clgselith
community-based organizations in neighborhoods hulffere schools are closing and where schools are
receiving students.

Most importantly, | wanted to share with you thaa@demics and programs at these schools have played
paramount importance in the current decision-makiragess. All aspects of schools’ present and pelgls

of student achievement have been taken into accasthave community partnerships and supporting
programs. Where excellent academic performancekisid place at a candidate school, this year's gg®c
ensures that the impacted students have only eqsalperior options. This is not about “winnerstidtosers.”

It is about strong academic environments, safetysaturity both at school and in the community, paent

and community involvement.
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The detailed Facilities Realignment data is avéslabt every DPS school and on the DPS website,
www.detroitk12.org. | welcome your requests for town hall meetingd additional forums at which we can
present information on these plans and to recetug yeedback. | have established a hotline, this fam
parents and guardians of DPS students only, toigeowmput as well. You can call 313-870-3749 or gma
facilitieshotline@detroitk12.orgFinal decisions on the school realignments élimade by May 8, 2009.

| encourage all parents to take another look at.DR& very excited about our future. Detroit Pal@ichools
will become “first choice” schools for all parerdsad families. Our improved finances must suppoimga
student achievement. We must bridge both the paéiparand achievement gaps and improve customecser
We will redouble efforts to get our message outardipg outstanding programs, teachers and studérgs.
know that there are great things happening ingbi®ol district and that there are children in Qfegorming
at remarkably high levels.

| look forward to engaging you on this and all grsses as we develop a master education plan faredtury
teaching and learning, work to provide safe andisetearning environments, and create long terniitfas
and financial plans to support these. Immediatmmastbeing taken will help lead us into a multiHygéan of
reconstruction for excellence.

Sincerely,

Kolewt-C. Boll

Robert C. Bobb
Emergency Financial Manager
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